' 


ML 


— 


© 


ps; 


* 

w 

!- 

r  K 


*2* 


Kell  Bix>s  Lxtho.  C»st.le  Holb< 


FIFTH  REPORT 


OF 

THE  COMMISSIONERS 

FOR  THE 

EXHIBITION  OF  1851, 


TO  THE 

RIGHT  HON.  GATHORNE  HARDY,  &c.  &c. 

ONE  OF  HER  MAJESTY^  PRINCIPAL  SECRETARIES  OF  STATE. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty . 


LONDON : 

PRINTED  BY  GEORGE  E.  EYRE  AND  WILLIAM  SPOTT1SWOODE, 

PRINTERS  TO  THE  QUEEN’S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

FOR  HER  MAJESTY’S  STATIONERY  OFFICE. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS, 


PAGE 

REPORT  ------  .  5 

Appendix  : — 

A.  Address  to  Her  Majesty  on  the  Occasion  of  the  death  of  His  Royal 

Highness  the  Prince  Consort  -  -  -  -  -  37 

B.  Correspondence  on  the  Subject  of  the  Sale  to  Her  Majesty’s 

Government  of  the  Site  of  the  Exhibition  Building  of  1862, 
with  other  Documents  relating  thereto  -  -  -  -  -  39 

C.  Deed  of  Conveyance  to  Her  Majesty’s  Government  of  the  Site 

of  the  Exhibition  Building  of  1862  -  -  -  -  -  65 

D.  Correspondence  &c.  on  the  Subject  of  the  Completion  of  the 

Arcades  round  the  Horticultural  Society’s  Gardens  -  -  71 

E.  Copy  of  an  Act  to  amend  the  Metropolitan  Building  Act,  1855, 

6th  August  1861  -  -  -  -  -  -  -86 

F.  Clauses  inserted  in  the  Various  Acts  obtained  by  the  Metropolitan 

Railway  Company  for  the  Protection  of  the  Interests  of  the 
Kensington  Gore  Estate  -  -  -  -  -  -  87 

G.  Correspondence  with  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of 

1862,  on  the  Subject  of  their  Liabilities  to  Her  Majesty’s 
Commissioners  -  -  -  -  -  -  -91 

H.  Address  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society  to 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Consort  on  the  Occasion  of 
the  Public  Opening  of  the  Gardens  of  the  Society  on  the  5th 
June  1861,  with  His  Royal  Highness’s  Reply  -  -  -  95 

I.  Address  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  Erection  of  a  Memo¬ 

rial  of  the  Great  Exhibition  of  1851  to  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales  on  the  Occasion  of  the  Inauguration  of 
that  Memorial  on  the  10th  June  1863  -  100 

K.  Report  of  Finance  Committee  dated  7th  February  1862  recommending 

the  Erection  of  the  Permanent  Buildings  used  as  Refreshment 
Rooms  during  the  Exhibition  of  1862  -  102 

L.  National  Portrait  Exhibition.  Minute  of  the  Department  of 

Science  and  Art  dated  21st  September  1865  -  108 

M.  Notice  issued  by  the  Office  of  Works  to  Architects  on  the  Subject 

of  the  proposed  New  Museum  Buildings  at  South  Kensington  -  110 

N.  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  appointed 

in  1864  to  inquire  as  to  the  most  Suitable  Arrangements  to  be 
made  respecting  the  Patent  Office  Library  and  Museum  -  -  113 

O.  Letters  on  the  Subject  of  Industrial  Education  in  connection  with 

the  Paris  Universal  Exhibition  of  1867,  together  with  Special 
Report  of  Schools  Inquiry  Commission  -  117 

A  2 


PLANS. 

Plan  shelving  the  Position  of  the  Central  Hall  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  ......  To  face  Title. 

Map  showing  the  Railway  Communications  with  the  Central  Hall 
and  the  South  Kensington  Estate  -  At  end  of  Volume. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


Appendix  page 

P  Correspondence  &c.  on  the  Subject  of  the  I  rinc  k  Consort's 

Memorial  -  -  "  “  "  *  •  -143 

Q.  Statement  issued  in  1865  by  the  Provisional  Committee  of  the 

Proposed  Central  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences  -  -  -  161 

R.  Correspondence  respecting  Modification  of  Original  Resolutions 

relating  to  the  Central  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences  -  -  165 

S.  Charter  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences  -  167 

T.  Ceremonial  observed  on  the  Occasion  of  the  Lai  WO  of  the  First 

Stone  of  the  Central  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences  by  Her 

Majesty  the  Queen  on  the  20th  May  1867  -  -  -  -  1/8 

U.  Account  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditure  of  Her  Majesty’s 

Commissioners  from  January  1st  1861  to  December  31st  1866  -  182 


[  5  ] 


FIFTH  REPORT 

OF  THE 

COMMISSIONERS  FOR  THE  EXHIBITION  OF  1851, 

TO  THE 

RIGHT  HON.  GATHORNE  HARDY,  &c.  &c., 

One  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

Sir, 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Supplemental 
Charter  which  Her  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  confer 
upon  us  on  the  2nd  December  1851,  we  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of  its  being  laid  before  Her 
Majesty  for  Her  approbation,  this,  the  Fifth  Report  of  our  pro¬ 
ceedings  as  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851. 

In  our  Fourth  Report,  bearing  date  the  3rd  May  1861,  we  set  Fourth  Re 
forth  in  detail  the  circumstances  which  had  led  to  an  entire port" 
change  in  the  position  towards  Her  Majesty’s  Government  pre¬ 
viously  occupied  by  us,  and  which  had  resulted  in  the  dissolution 
of  the  partnership  in  the  Kensington  Gore  Estate,  which  ensued 
in  the  year  1859.  We  also  showed  how,  by  the  previous  esta¬ 
blishment  on  the  estate  of  the  South  Kensington  Museum,  and 
of  the  Department  of  Science  and  Art,  the  most  satisfactory 
provision  had  already  been  made  for  the  progressive  development 
of  that  portion  of  the  general  scheme  for  the  promotion  of  Art 
and  Science,  in  their  practical  bearings  upon  productive  industry, 
proposed  by  us  in  our  Second  Report,  which  might  be  considered 
as  more  immediately  dependent  upon  the  aid  of  Parliament,  and 
subject  to  Government  control.  We  reported  that  the  sum 
required  for  paying  off  the  Government  lien  upon  the  property 
had  been  raised  by  us  by  means  of  a  mortgage  on  the  estate,  and 
that  the  interest  on  the  mortgage  would  be  met  by  the  ground- 
rents  receivable  by  us  from  certain  outlying  portions  of  the  estate, 
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let  on  building  leases  for  the  purpose,  under  the  powers  conferred 
by  our  Charter.  And  we  submitted  full  particulars  of  the 
arrangements  made  by  us  with  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society 
for  the  establishment  of  the  gardens  of  the  Society  on  the  centre 
of  the  main  square  of  our  estate,  together  with  the  arrangements 
we  had  entered  into  with  the  Society  of  Arts  and  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862,  for  the  loan  of  a  large  part  of 
the  property  for  the  purposes  of  that  and  future  exhibitions. 

It  now  becomes  our  duty  to  report  to  you,  for  submission  to 
Her  Majesty,  the  various  steps  taken  by  us  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  graciously  entrusted  to  us  by  Her  Majesty,  in  the 
period  that  has  elapsed  since  the  presentation  of  our  last  Report. 

At  that  period  public  attention  was  much  occupied  with  the 


Death  of 

Prince'con-  aPProaching  Great  Exhibition  of  1 862,  a  subject  which,  from  its 
sort. 


intimate  connexion  with  our  estate,  necessarily  occupied  a  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  that  Report.  Little  was  it  then  foreseen  by 
us  that  only  a  few  short  months  afterwards  we  should  be  called 
upon  to  lament  the  untimely  death  of  our  Illustrious  President, 
the  Prince  Consort,  w'ho  from  the  first  moment  of  the  existence 
of  our  Commission  had  taken  the  most  active  and  prominent 
part  in  our  proceedings,  and  whose  wise  counsels  and  personal 
assistance  promised  to  be  so  beneficial  to  the  fortunes  of  the 
Exhibition  of  1862.  The  address  presented  by  us  to  Her 
Majesty  on  that  sad  occasion,  and  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix,  embodies  the  sense  entertained  by  us  of  the  irreparable 
loss  we  were  called  upon  to  sustain  by  the  great  Prince’s  re¬ 
moval  from  our  head, — a  loss  the  extent  of  which  each  day’s 
experience  only  tends  to  confirm.  (See  Appendix  A.) 


mentofLord  ^ter  a^ov™g  the  office  of  President,  thus  unhappily  rendered 

aaii  S  ’perioaThfc^fn  f:f  a  period  of  two  years- during 


n  ...  .  --  °ur  Finance  Committee  (Earl 

nvi  e)  undertook  the  task  of  presiding  over  our  delibera- 

una”‘mously  Acted  the  Earl  of  Derby  to  that  post  on 
e  1  pn  1864,  an  appointment  in  which  Her  Majesty  was 
gramously  pleased  to  express  Her  concurrence. 

33&  „f  Ir  tan  ,  °ritUnity  °f  ■*■*«  that  since  the  date 
of  our  last  Report,  we  have  had  to  lament  the  loss  by  death  of 
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the  following  members  of  our  body  (irrespective  of  any  changes 
amongst  the  ex-officio  members  of  the  Commission)  : — Sir 
George  Lewis,  Sir  William  Cubitt,  Sir  Charles  Eastlake,  Mr. 

Cobden,  and  Mr.  Gott.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  elected  as 
Commissioners,  under  the  powers  conferred  by  our  Charter, 

Mr.  Lowe,  who  had  previously  served  temporarily  as  an  ex- 
officio  Commissioner,  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  formerly  one  of 
our  joint  secretaries,  Sir  Morton  Peto  (who  has  since  resigned), 

Mr.  Bruce,  previously  an  ex-officio  Commissioner,  and  Sir  Francis 
Grant,  the  successor  to  Sir  Charles  Eastlake  as  President  of  the 
Royal  Academy. 

The  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862  having  re-  Negotiations 
ported  so  fully  in  their  Report  to  Her  Majesty  of  the  20th  April  ofExhibition 
1863  on  the  subject  of  the  duties  entrusted  to  them  in  connexion  of  1862- 
with  that  Exhibition,  it  is  only  necessary  for  us  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  points  in  which  the  Exhibition  directly  concerned 
ourselves  and  the  interests  of  our  estate. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  our  Fourth  Report  we  explained 
in  considerable  detail  the  nature  of  the  conditions  upon  which 
we  agreed,  not  only  to  lend  the  necessary  site  on  our  property 
for  that  Exhibition,  but  also  to  facilitate  the  holding  on  the  same 
locality  of  similar  International  Exhibitions  in  future  years.  The 
general  purport  of  the  arrangement  entered  into  was,  that  whilst 
we  lent  no  less  than  23^  acres  rent  free  to  the  Commissioners  for 
the  Exhibition  of  1862,  we  undertook  to  grant  to  the  Society  of 
Arts,  at  a  low  ground  rent,  a  lease  of  such  permanent  buildings, 
not  covering  more  than  one  acre  of  land,  as  those  Commissioners 
might  erect  for  the  purposes  of  the  Exhibition,  on  condition  of  a 
sum  of  not  less  than  20,000/.  being  expended  on  such  buildings ; 
and  we  further  agreed,  on  the  payment  to  us  of  the  sum  of  10,000/. 
out  of  the  profits  (if  any)  of  the  Exhibition,  to  reserve  for  the 
purposes  of  another  similar  Exhibition,  to  be  held  10  years  after¬ 
wards,  the  whole  of  the  space  occupied  by  the  main  building  of 
the  Exhibition  of  1862,  viz.,  16  acres. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  do  more  than  record  the  well-known 
fact,  that  although  the  Exhibition  of  1862  was  brought  to  a  close 
without  the  necessity  of  any  call  being  made  upon  the  guarantors, 
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it  did  not  produce  any  available  surplus,  and  the  Commissioners 
were  consequently  unable  to  pay  to  us  the  sum  required  to 
ensure  the  reservation  of  the  site  of  the  exhibition  building  for  an 
Exhibition  in  1872.  The  Society  of  Arts  on  their  part  did  not 
feel  themselves  in  a  position  to  claim  from  us  the  lease  above 
referred  to.  At  the  same  time,  the  arrangements  entered  into 
by  the  Commissioners  with  the  contractors  for  the  erection  of  the 
building  were  of  such  a  nature  that,  under  the  circumstances 
which  actually  arose,  the  whole  building  remained  the  absolute 
property  of  the  latter,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  condition  of 
removal  from  the  site  within  a  definite  period.  The  necessary 
notice  for  such  removal  was  accordingly  given  by  us. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  expressions  of  regret  were  uttered 
in  many  quarters  at  the  necessity  of  the  entire  destruction  of  a 
building  possessing  so  many  of  the  conditions  of  permanency 
(especially  as  respected  its  admirable  picture  galleries),  which 
the  enforcement  by  us  of  this  notice  would  entail ;  and  as  we 
were  aware  that  Her  Majesty’s  Government  had  at  that  time 
under  their  consideration  the  question  of  the  means  of  finding 
space  for  various  national  institutions,  we  felt  it  our  duty  to 
address  a  communication  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
20th  January  1863,  inquiring  whether  the  Government  were  dis¬ 
posed  to  negociate  for  the  purchase  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
the  land  on  our  estate  that  was  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the 
late  Exhibition. 

To  this  communication  their  Lordships  returned  an  answer  in 
the  month  of  May  following,  stating  that  they  had  caused  inquiry 
to  be  made  respecting  the  terms  on  which  the  interest  of  the  con- 
tiactois  in  the  building  could  be  acquired,  and  likewise  respecting 
pi  obable  charge  of  such  alterations  and  improvements  as 
ou  c  necessary  in  older  to  adapt  the  building  to  public  pur¬ 
poses;  and  that  those  inquiries  had  been  brought  to  a  point 
sufficiently  forward  to  enable  their  Lordships  to  state  to  us,  that 
hey  were  prepared  to  negociate  with  us  for  the  purchase  of  the 

andon  wh, eh  the  building  stood,  together  with  certain  of  it. 
appendages  belonging  to  us. 

It  appears,  from  a  paper  laid  before  Parliament  at  that  time, 
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that  the  inquiries  above  referred  to  had  led  to  an  offer  being 
made  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government  to  the  contractors,  Messrs. 
Kelk  and  Lucas,  and  accepted  by  the  latter,  for  the  sale  to  the 
Government,  subject  to  the  assent  of  Parliament,  of  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  building  for  the  sum  of  80,000/.  It  further  appeared  that 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing,  altering,  and  eventually  completing 
the  building,  so  as  to  make  it  permanently  available  for  public 
objects,  a  total  outlay  of  284,000/.  would  be  required,  of  which 
25,000/.  only  would  require  to  be  voted  in  the  financial  year 


1863-4. 

After  full  consideration,  we  replied  to  the  Government  on  the 
21st  May  1863,  stating  our  readiness  to  sell  to  them,  for  the  sum 
of  120,000/.  (being  considerably  less  than  half  the  then  estimated 
value  of  the  land  in  question),  the  freehold  of  the  site  of  the  build¬ 
ing,  amounting  to  about  16|  acres,  and  to  include  in  such  sale  the 
whole  of  the  permanent  refreshment  rooms  of  the  Exhibition  be¬ 
longing  to  us,  and  situated  between  the  building  and  the  gardens 
of  the  Horticultural  Society,  with  the  exception  of  the  central  por¬ 
tion  of  about  300  feet  in  length,  all  expenses  to  be  paid  by  the 
Government,  who  would  also  have  to  maintain  the  moiety  of  the 
roads  adjoining  the  building  until  taken  to  by  the  parish.  We 
further  stipulated,  as  an  indispensable  part  of  the  arrangement, 
that  the  property  made  over  to  the  Government  must  be  per¬ 
manently  used  for  purposes  connected  with  Science  or  the  Arts. 

The  Lords  of  the  Treasury  agreed  to  the  above  conditions, 
and  undertook  to  ask  Parliament  to  vote  the  sum  of  67,000/.  in 
that  Session  on  account  of  the  purchase  money  of  120,000/., 
leaving  53,000/.  to  be  provided  in  the  Session  of  1864.  The 
reason  for  applying  for  that  particular  amount  was  that  it  repre¬ 
sented  the  amount  of  two  separate  mortgages  on  the  estate,  for 
50,000/.  and  17,000/.  respectively,  incurred  by  us  in  connexion 
with  the  erection  of  the  arcades  surrounding  the  Horticultural 
Gardens  (see  page  22  of  our  Fourth  Report),  and.the  completion 
of  the  above-mentioned  permanent  buildings  used  as  refreshment 
looms  duiiug  the  Exhibition,  which  mortgages  it  was  important 
to  pay  off  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  total  sum  for  which  it  therefore  became  necessary  to 


. - 
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Exhibition 
site  pur¬ 
chased  by 
Parliament. 


apply  to  Parliament  in  the  year  1863,  was  172,000/.,  viz., 
67,000/.  on  account  for  the  purchase  of  the  site,  80,000/.  for  the 
purchase  of  the  building  from  the  contractors,  and  25,000/.  on 
account  for  repairs  to  the  building. 

Her  Majesty’s  Government,  however,  consented  to  divide  the 
total  vote  under  the  three  heads  above  specified  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  discussion,  and  to  ask  in  the  first  instance  for  the 
vote  of  67,000/.  only,  it  being  understood  that  by  adopting 
the  vote  for  the  purchase  of  the  site  of  the  building,  the  House 
of  Commons  would  not  be  pledged  to  the  retention  of  the 
building  itself  on  the  site. 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  accordingly  brought  in  the 
vote  in  Committee  of  Supply  on  the  16th  June  1863,  and  in  doing 
so  informed  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  site  in  question  was 
intended  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government  for  the  purposes 
(amongst  others)  of  the  Natural  History  Collections  of  the 
British  Museum,  and  the  establishment  of  a  Museum  of  Patented 
and  other  Inventions.  The  vote  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
132  (267  to  135). 

The  subsequent  vote  for  the  purchase  of  the  Exhibition  Build¬ 
ing  itself  from  the  contractors  for  the  sum  of  80,000/.,  came  on 
Parliament.  ^or  discussion  on  the  2nd  July  1863,  when  it  was  rejected  by 
28/  to  121,  a  decision  involving  the  entire  removal  of  the 
building,  which  accordingly  took  place  with  all  practicable 
despatch. 

The  balance  of  the  vote  for  the  purchase  of  the  site,  viz. 
53,000/.,  was  voted  without  opposition  in  the  following  year 
(1864),  and  the  transfer  of  the  property  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Works  on  the  part  of  the  Government  took  place  on  the  14th 
September  of  that  year.  We  give  in  the  Appendix  a  copy  of  the 
correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  the  land  and  of  the 
proposed  sale  of  the  building  thereon,  together  with  other  docu¬ 
ments  of  interest  relating  thereto  (see  Appendix  B.).  We  also 

append  a  copy  of  the  deed  of  conveyance  of  the  site  to  the 
Government  (see  Appendix  C.). 

mortgCir°fb  ^he  VOte  of67’0°°Z-  on  account  in  1863  was  at  once  applied 
debt.  oy  us  to  paying  off  the  above 


Purchase  of 
Exhibition 
buildings 
rejected  by 


mentioned  mortgages  of  50,000/. 
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and  17,000/.  respectively,  whereby  the  sole  mortgage  remaining 
on  the  estate  was  that  of  120,000/.  originally  contracted  by  us 
in  1859,  as  fully  explained  in  our  last  Report.  On  the  receipt 
by  us  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  of  the  balance  of  the 
purchase  money  (53,000/.)  in  1864,  we  determined  to  apply 
20,000/.  of  the  amount  towards  the  further  reduction  of  the 
mortgage  debt,  reducing  it  to  100,000/.,  to  invest  20,000/.  in 
consols  as  a  reserve  fund,  which  sum  produced  22,72 7/*  5s.  6c/. 
consols  at  the  price  ot  88 ;  and  lastly,  to  devote  the  lemaining 
13,000/.  to  certain  works  necessary  for  the  satisfactory  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  Arcades  and  of  the  Gardens  of  the  Royal  Horti¬ 
cultural  Society,  on  which,  as  shown  in  our  Fourth  Report,  we 
had  originally  agreed  to  spend  the  sum  of  50,000/.  in  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  expenditure  of  not  less  a  sum  by  the  Society  on  the 
property.  Appendix  D.  will  be  found  to  contain  a  full  explanation 
of  the  circumstances  under  which  we  agreed  to  make  this  further 
outlay  on  the  Society’s  Gardens. 

The  exemption  from  the  operation  of  the  Metropolitan  Build-  Building 
ing  Acts  conferred  upon  the  buildings  on  our  estate  by  Parliament  ^  Exemp 
(17  &  18  Viet.  c.  107.)  having  been  inadvertently  repealed 
owing  to  the  passing  of  an  Amended  Building  Act  in  1855,  in 
which  our  exemption  was  not  specially  re-enacted,  Her  Majesty’s 
Government  brought  in  a  Bill  in  the  session  of  1861,  which 
passed  through  Parliament  without  opposition,  for  renewing  the 
exemption  from  the  provisions  of  the  Building  Act  previously 
enjoyed  by  us.  A  copy  of  this  Bill,  as  passed  into  law,  is 
appended  (see  Appendix  E.). 

Various  schemes  for  the  construction  of  railways  across  or  in  Railways, 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  our  estate  have  from  time  to 
tune  required  our  careful  consideration.  The  whole  question  of 
the  construction  of  additional  railways  in  and  around  the  metro¬ 
polis  eventually  became  the  subject  of  investigation  of  a  Joint 
Committee  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  at  the  beginning  of 
1864,  which  lesulted  in  the  adoption  by  Parliament  of  two 
schemes  calculated  to  exercise  an  important  and  beneficial  in- 
fluence  on  the  estate,  viz.,  the  Metropolitan  Railway  (Notting 
Hill  and  Brompton  Extension)  Act,  and  the  Metropolitan  District 
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Railways  Act.  These  two  schemes  are  practically  identical  so 
far  as  the  interests  of  our  property  are  concerned.  We  append 
copies  of  the  clauses  inserted  in  both  those  Acts  (such  clauses 
being,  mutatis  mutandis,  identical)  for  the  protection  of  those 
interests,  together  with  copies  of  further  clauses  relating  to  them 
and  to  which  we  gave  our  assent,  contained  in  the  amending  Acts 
of  1866  and  .1867  (see  Appendix  F.).  The  construction  of 
these  railways  is  now  being  rapidly  proceeded  with,  and  when  they 
are  completed  the  Kensington  Gore  Estate  will  be  placed  in  direct 
and  immediate  communication  with  all  parts  of  London.  An 
important  station  will  immediately  adjoin  the  South  Kensington 
Museum,  and  the  site  of  the  Exhibition  of  1862,  now  belonging 
to  the  Government. 

of outsUand-  WeouSht  to  mention  that  various  questions  which  had  re- 
SfflS-T?  undecided  between  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 


with  I860  ,  . . . 1U1  Ult;  rixmoiuon 

Commis-  °  J862  and  ourselves,  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  the  site  of  the 
Exhibition  building  to  the  Government,  with  reference  to  the 

I  in  HI  Ilf  IPO  innniMiA/]  _ it  • 


sioners. 


Opening  of  n  ^  \  v>  la  8ivcu  ln  appendix  U. 

Horticultural  U1'  last  Report  contained  a  full  statement  of  the  circum- 
Gardens.  stances  under  which  w*  * _ _  ,  TT  n 


^  'V.muvutj  IClCIcIlLc  LU  lllc 

liabilities  incurred  by  those  Commissioners  towards  us  in  con- 
Motion  with  the  loan  of  the  site  were  finally  settled  by  the  pay- 
ent  o  a  total  sum  of  1,200/.  by  the  Commissioners  of  1862, 
•  1C  ^vas  payable  to  us,  and  500/.  to  the  Government 

+1  t  °,  ^1C  ^and.  purchased  by  them.  The  correspondence 
iao  °°  *  P  a^e  011  this  subject  is  given  in  Appendix  G. 


powi ' —  n  *■  “  iUJl  statement  oi  tne  circurn- 

^der  Which  we  ^eed  to  grant  to  the  Royal  Horti- 
of  nnr  ociety  a  lease  of  the  central  portion  of  the  main  square 
ve  e  o!  f  ^  ^  D0W  t0  reP°rt  ^at  the  new  gardens 
1  nose  v  VhC  PUbl,'C  °n  the  da>-  originally  fixed  for  the 
absence  ofZTi  t5th  Jnne  1861’  ^en,  in  tire  unavoidable 

performed  by  \he  Cerem°nj  °f  °Pening  them  waS 

on  which  he  took  a  nil  °nS°rt\thlS  being  the  last  occaS1°“ 

with  the  Kensington  r  m  the  Proceedings  connected 

address  presented  to  W*  We  aPPend  C0Pies  of  ^ 

0f" 
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That  the  establishment  of  these  gardens  in  the  metropolis  has 
been  highly  appreciated  by  the  public  will  be  seen  by  the  fact 
that  the  number  of  fellows  of  the  society,  which  previous  to  its 
removal  to  our  estate  amounted  to  less  than  1,000,  has  now  in¬ 
creased  to  nearly  3,500  ;  whilst  the  number  of  visitors  to  the 
gardens  now  amounts  to  as  many  as  200,000  a  year.  This 
last  number  is  irrespective  of  visitors  on  the  Prince  Consorts 
birthday  in  August,  when  the  gardens  are  thrown  open  annually 
to  the  public  free  of  charge,  and  no  less  than  an  average  of 
150,000  persons  visit  them. 

The  scientific  importance  of  the  Society  will  shortly  be  largely 
increased  by  the  establishment  of  a  valuable  Horticultural  and 
Botanical  Library  in  connection  with  it,  the  nucleus  of  which  is 
to  be  formed  by  devoting  to  the  purpose  the  whole  of  the  net 
surplus  profits  of  the  International  Horticultural  Exhibition  of 
1866,  amounting  to  1,800/. 

We  ought  not  to  pass  entirely  unnoticed  an  event  which  took  inauguration 
place  two  years  after  the  opening  of  the  gardens,  and  which  bore  of  Exhibition 
especial  reference  to  the  original  object  of  the  labours  of  our  of  1851. 
Commission.  We  allude  to  the  inauguration,  on  the  10th  June 
1863,  of  the  Memorial  of  the  Great  Exhibition  of  1851  by  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Council  of  the  Society 
and  we  ourselves  having  given  our  consent  to  the  Memorial, 
which  had  been  raised  by  public  subscription  at  a  cost  of  nearly 
8,000/.,  being  placed  there.  Further  particulars  on  the  subject 
of  this  Memorial  will  be  found  in  the  address  printed  in  the  Ap 
pendix  which  was  read  on  that  occasion  by  the  Memorial  Com¬ 
mittee  (see  Appendix  I.). 

The  Horticultural  Society  has  paid  to  us  a  total  sum  of 
4,445/.  as  rent  since  the  opening  of  the  gardens  (including  231/. 
received  as  rent  of  stalls  in  the  South  Arcades). 

The  question  of  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  round  our  Roads, 
estate,  and  the  heavy  cost  of  such  maintenance  has,  until  a  very 
recent  period,  been  a  source  of  serious  trouble  and  difficulty  to  us 
ever  since  the  period  of  their  original  construction  by  us  and  the 
other  adjoining  landowners.  At  that  time  a  sum  of  about 
19,000/.  was  expended  upon  them,  two-thirds  of  which  was 
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defrayed  by  ourselves,  irrespective  of  the  compensation  paid  to 
persons  occupying  property  on  the  line  of  them.  It  was  men- 

_ J.L  »  f  n  A  h  vnmifmn  a  X*  1  *  v 
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tioned  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862  in  their 
Report  that  they  were  themselves  compelled  to  incur  an  outlay 
of  more  than  13,000/.  in  repairing  and  maintaining  these  roads 
during  their  period  of  occupying  their  site  on  our  estate,  all 
applications  to  the  parish  to  take  to  them  as  public  roads  ha  vino1 
up  to  that  time  been  unsuccessful.  A  fresh  application  made  by 
us  in  the  year  1863  proved  to  be  successful  as  far  as  the  parish 
of  St.  Margaret’s,  Westminster  (in  which  the  greater  portion  of 
Exhibition  Road  is  situated)  was  concerned,  but  the  parish  of 
Kensington,  in  which  the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  roads 
are  situated,  continued  to  refuse  to  take  to  them.  We  are  glad 
however,  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  latter  parish  has  now 
agreed  to  do  so,  on  condition  of  their  being  placed  in  thorough 
repair,  at  a  cost  of  more  than  4,000/.,  of  which  the  quota  payable 
by  us  was  assessed  at  706/.  16..  This  arrangement  has  accord- 

mgly  been  carried  into  effect,  and  the  whole  of  the  roads  are 
now  parish  roads. 

We  have  fully  explained  in  former  Reports  the  circumstances 
connected  w.th  the  establishment  by  Parliament,  in  promotion  of 
re  scheme  originally  proposed  by  us  in  our  Second  Report,  of 
e  Department  of  Science  and  Art,  and  the  South  Kensington 
nseum,  on  that  portion  of  the  South  Kensington  Estate  which 
«s  retained  by  the  Government  on  the  dissolution  of  ou, 

confirm  7  ?  "!  ^  ^  That  ^ment  Museum 

The “Ih  rTe  m°Sl  gratifyin«  SUPP°rt  ‘he  Public. 
Suui.Uc.of  iLt  Z7  !7  ‘°  thC  M"SeUm’  "Mch,  as  stated  in  our 

1^“  756o77  1860  ‘°  6l0’®6’  had  increased  in 

the  ln  the  ^  “ 

1857  and  December  1866  to  °P.enUlg  of  the  Museum  “  Junc 
average  of  nearly  700,000  p^lum.  “  6’485’572’  ^  “ 
The  separate  visitors  to  +V. 

Museum,  which  occupies  an  ind  Tparative1^  sma11  Patent 
Museum,  and  is  not  subject  to  ?lte  ,n  the  Kensington 

existing  in  the  case  of  the  W  v  restnct'ons  as  to  admission 

er>  but  is  open  free  to  the  public 
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every  day,  amounted  to  938,115  in  the  7  years  ending  with  1866, 
being  an  average  of  134,000  a  year.  The  Commissioners  for 
the  Exhibition  of  1862  state  in  their  Report  that  more  than 
6,000,000  persons  visited  that  Exhibition  in  the  six  months 
during  which  it  was  open,  and  the  number  of  visitors  to  the 
Horticultural  Gardens  has  been  shown  above  to  amount  to  as 
many  as  350,000  a  year. 

The  approaching  completion  of  the  great  circle  of  Metropolitan 
Railway  communication,  with  the  special  accommodation  to  be 
afforded  to  the  estate  in  connection  with  it,  -will  still  further 
facilitate  the  access  of  visitors  to  the  estate.  (See  map  at  the 
end  of  the  volume.) 

Reference  has  been  made  in  a  previous  part  of' this  Report  to  Refresh- 
the  permanent  buildings  erected  in  connexion  with  the  South 
Arcades  of  the  Horticultural  Gardens,  and  used  as  refreshment 
rooms  during  the  Exhibition  of  1862.  The  circumstances  under 
which  we  agreed  to  the  erection  of  these  buildings,  and  to  the 
expenditure  of  17,000/.  as  our  quota  of  their  cost,  will  be 
found  set  forth  in  a  Report  made  by  our  Finance  Committee 
and  adopted  by  us,  which  is  contained  in  the  Appendix 
(see  Appendix  K.).  The  sum  of  17,000/.  in  question  (with 

51 1-  7d.  interest)  was  paid  by  us  to  the  contractors  on  the 

23rd  June  1863,  and  their  mortgage  on  the  property  in  con¬ 
nexion  therewith  discharged.  We  have  already  stated  that  we 
included  the  greater  portion  of  these  structures  in  the  sale  of 
the  freehold  of  the  site  of  the  Exhibition  Building  to  Her 
Majesty’s  Government  for  the  sum  of  120,000/.  At  a  subsequent 
period  we  agreed  to  lend  to  the  Department  of  Science  and  Art 
for  three  years,  ending  in  1867,  (recently  extended  by  us  for 
a  further  period  of  three  years,)  at  a  nominal  rent  of  Is  per 
annum,  the  central  portion  of  the  refreshment  rooms  not  com- 
prised  m  the  above  sale,  on  condition  of  the  Department  keeping 

m  repair  during  their  occupation  of  it,  and  insuring  it  aJinst 

SX  y  ^ t0  thrtent  0f  10’00W-  At  *•  «me  whTwe 

Plated  usinTX.,  ,1  l0a"  the  DeP”to»t  merely  cootep,- 
P  rrsmg  the  bu,ld1Dg  f„r  the  teprporary  reception  of  some  of 
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the  collections  occupying  the  iron  Museum  Building,  which  was 
about  to  be  pulled  down  and  replaced  by  permanent  structures 
in  conformity  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  of  Inquiry.  The  Museum  of  Animal  Products  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Department  and  also  a  large  and  valuable 
collection  of  models  of  naval  architecture  have  accordingly  been 
transferred  to  this  building.*  In  the  year  1 865  a  proposal  was 
made  by  the  Earl  of  Derby,  and  adopted  by  the  Department, 
for  an  Exhibition  of  National  Portraits  to  he  held  at  South 
Kensington,  and  to  extend  over  two  or  three  years.  It  was 
determined  to  apply  the  Exhibition  refreshment  room  buildings 
to  the  purpose,  the  north  light  possessed  by  them  being  favourable 
for  the  exhibition  of  pictures,  and  the  erection  of  side  screens 
throughout  their  length  giving  every  facility  for  the  arrangement 
of  large  numbers  of  portraits.  The  first  Exhibition,  containing 
1,031  portraits,  and  reaching  down  to  the  Revolution  of  1688, 
accordingly  took  place  last  year,  and  was  in  every  respect 
successful.  The  number  of  visitors  in  the  period  of  18  weeks, 
during  which  it  remained  open,  amounted  to  more  than  73,000. 

The  second  Exhibition  of  866  portraits,  and  reaching  down 
to  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  is  taking  place  during 
this  season,  and  it  is  proposed  to  hold  a  third  and  final  Exhi¬ 
bition  in  the  year  1868.  We  give  in  the  Appendix  the  Minute 
of  the  Department  of  Science  and  Art,  dated  21st  September 
I860,  diiecting  the  first  of  these  interesting  Exhibitions  to  be 
held  .on  our  estate  in  1866,  which  Minute  embodies  the  letter 

om  Lord  Deiby  making  the  original  suggestion  for  holding 
them  (see  Appendix  L.). 


the  sanction  of  Satlsfactlon  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Department,  with 
in  the  east  of  Londo  6aSUr^’ to  Prov^e  f°r  the  re-erection  of  the  Iron  Museum 
at  Bethnal  Green  TnU  V  ^at.has  136611  provided  free  of  cost  for  the  purpose 
belonging  to  the  Sontli  tt  U.rmsl1  ^  Wltl‘  superfluous  and  duplicate  specimens 
valuable  instruction  in  <f nsington  Museum  and  to  other  Departments,  whereby 
amusement  will  be  affordedTCeuand  an<1  rea<ty  means  of  recreation  an 
part  of  the  metropolis.  it  •  V  6  toiling  and  overcrowded  population  of  tba 
he  founded  in  other  parts  ofLond^6  tllat  similar  Museums  may  hereafter 
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On  the  ground  floor  of  the  same  buildings,  and  tvith  an  access 
from  the  Horticultural  Gardens,  has  been  established  the  rent  ¬ 
able  Museum  of  Pisciculture,  belonging  to  the  Acclirnatizatl 
Society,  which  constantly  attracts  large  numbers  of  visitors 

In  consequence  of  the  purchase  by  the  Government  of  the  si  e  o  tory  Museum 
the  Exhibition  Buildings  and  the  above-mentioned  portions  of  the  and  Patent 
permanent  refreshment  rooms  adjoining  that  site,  under  a  pledge  ^miK.tiljon 
to  apply  the  property  permanently  to  the  purposes  of  Science  0f  architect*, 
and  Art,  the  Office  of  Works  issued  in  the  month  of  January 
1S64  an  invitation  to  architects  to  submit  designs  for  the  public 
buildings  intended  to  be  erected  thereon,  specifying  in  particular 
buildings  for  the  reception  of  the  Natural  History  Collections  of 
the  British  Museum  and  for  the  models  of  inventions  and  machines 
belonging  to  the  Patent  Commissioners  (see  Appendix  M.). 

Three  premiums  of  400/.,  250/.,  and  100/.  respectively  were 
offered  for  the  most  approved  designs.  In  pursuance  of  this  in¬ 
vitation  upwards  of  30  such  designs  were  sent  in  anonymously 
and  publicly  exhibited  in  the  new  Houses  of  Parliament.  The 
judges,  viz.,  Lord  Elcho,  Mr.  Tite,  M.P.,  Mr.  David  Roberts, 

R.A.,  Mr.  J.  Fergusson,  and  Mr.  Pennetborne,  finally  awarded 
the  first  premium  by  a  unanimous  vote  to  Captain  Fowke,  with 
the  general  concurrence  of  the  public,  the  second  and  third 
premiums  being  awarded  to  Professor  Kerr  and  Mr.  Borthwick. 

Captain  Fowke’s  skill  and  experience  in  the  art  of  construction 
had  already  been  shown  in  connexion  with  the  buildings  of  the 
Department  of  Science  and  Art,  in  which  Department  he  filled 
the  post  of  engineer  and  architect,  and  also  in  the  Horticultural 
Conservatory  and  the  Arcades  surrounding  the  Horticultural 
Gardens.  He  was  further  the  architect  of  the  buildings  of  the 
exhibition  of  1862,  and  the  designer  of  the  Edinburgh  Industrial 
i  useum,  and  of  the  National  Gallery  in  Dublin.  In  December 
6°’  Captain  Fowke  was  Prematurely  removed  by  death  and 

of  bearing  our  * 

-at ::: to  “ssi— - «— «• 

Exhibition  Buildhigs^o'the011  °*  a  P°f1’  °f  the  site  °f  thc KeP°rt 
§  e  purposes  of  a  General  Museum  0fof,>nUnt 
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Patents,  an  object  distinctly  contemplated  as  already  mentioned 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  site,  a  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was  appointed  in  May  1864  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Dillwyn  “  to  inquire  as  to  the  most  suitable  arrangements 
“  to  be  made  respecting  the  Patent  Office  Library  and  Museum." 
The  Committee  examined  nearly  20  witnesses,  and  finally  adopted 
the  Report  given  in  the  Appendix  (see  Appendix  N.). 

This  Report,  whilst  recommending  the  establishment  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Chancery  Lane  of  the  Office,  Library,  and 
a  special  collection  of  patented  inventions  made  for  the  purpose 
of  evidence,  illustration ,  or  record  of  patent  rights ,  points  out 
that  such  a  collection  is  not  so  connected  with  a  General 
Museum  of  Mechanical  Inventions  as  to  render  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  last-named  Museum  to  a  Patent  Office  and  Library 
or  Law  Courts  necessary.  The  Report  further  states  that  the 
South  Kensington  site  affords  ample  space  for  this  Museum. 

I  he  estimates  for  1 866-7  accordingly  contained  an  estimate 
for  10,000/.  towards  the  cost  of  the  erection  on  this  site  of  a 
Museum  ot  Models  and  Specimens  of  Patented  and  Mechanical 
Inventions,  as  well  as  an  estimate  for  50,000/.  towards  the  cost 
ot  erecting  the  proposed  new  building  to  contain  the  Natural 
History  (  ollcctions  of  the  British  Museum.  The  change  of 
government,  however,  which  took  place  in  the  course  of  last 
year  prevented  these  estimates  from  being  then  proceeded  with. 
I  he  latter  of  these,  however,  (that  relating  to  the  British 
Museum,)  was  re-inserted  by  the  present  Government  in  the 
est. mates  for  the  current  year,  1867-8,  and  for  the  same  amount 
of  .>0,000/.,  but  it  was  eventually  arranged  that  the  whole 
question  should  be  postponed  till  the  commencement  of  nest 
>  o. .ion,  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  undertook,  on 
part  of  the  Government,  to  submit  a  comprehensive  scheme 
or  the  consideration  of  Parliament.  We  would  refer  to  the 

.  ^  Vo  fa*,8^ac*or^  discussion  which  took  place  on  the  subject  on 
the  29th  July  last,  when  the  ordinary  British  Museum  vote  was 

ug  >t  *lore  the  House  of  Commons.  A  very  general  opinion 

obi«piJ|r*SSCu  ^°'Cn  ^  80rae  of  those  who  had  previously 
t  e  separation  of  the  Museum  Collections)  that  the 
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time  had  now  arrived  when  that  separation  had  become  un¬ 
avoidable,  and  when  advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  possession  of  the  large  extent  of  land  purchased 
fiom  us  by  the  Government  to  erect  the  necessary  Museum 
Buildings  thereon.  It  is  also  to  be  hoped  that  last  year’s 
estimate  for  the  erection  on  this  site  of  a  Museum  of  Patented 
and  other  Inventions  may  be  re-introduced  and  carried  at  no 
distant  date,  and  still  further  progress  thus  made  towards  the 
realization  of  the  important  national  purposes  for  which  the  estate 
was  originally  purchased. 

It  should  be  stated  that  a  large  portion  of  the  land  in  International 
question  was  lent  by  the  Government  for  the  purposes  of  the  ExMWtio”^ 
Great  International  Horticultural  Exhibition  of  1866,  which  in 
addition  to  being  visited  by  nearly  150,000  persons  in  nine  days, 
proved  to  be  very  successful  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
notwithstanding  the  heavy  expenses  attending  it. 

It  does  not  appear  to  be  within  our  province  to  offer  any  Paris  Exhi- 
observations  on  the  subject  of  the  Great  International  Exhibi-  of 
tion  now  being  held  in  Paris,  although  that  Exhibition,  like  the  Industrial 
previous  ones  of  1855  in  Paris  and  1862  in  London,  must  be  instruction- 
looked  upon  as  being  the  direct  offspring  of  the  International 
Exhibition  of  1851,  which  it  was  our  privilege  to  conduct  to  so 
successful  an  issue.  But  we  deem  it  right  to  make  special  refer¬ 
ence  to  a  letter  addressed  to  Lord  Taunton,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Schools  Inquiry  Commission,  by  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  Industrial  Education  in  connexion  with  the  Exhibition 
of  1867,  insomuch  as  the  letter  in  question  bears  important 
testimony  to  the  necessity  of  imparting  to  the  industrial  classes 
of  this  country  that  systematic  scientific  instruction  which  is 
now  so  generally  diffused  amongst  the  nations  of  the  continent, 
and  to  the  deficiency  in  the  means  of  providing  which  we 
originally  called  public  attention  in  our  Second  Report,  at  the 
time  of  the  purchase  of  the  Kensington  Gore  Estate.  The 
letter  in  question  having  been  circulated  by  that  Commission 
amongst  many  eminent  jurors  of  the  Exhibition  and  others,  the 
whole  of  the  replies  received  have  recently  been  laid  before 
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RffalU  at* 
tained  by 
Science  and 
Art  Depart¬ 
ment. 


Parliament  as  an  Appendix  to  a  Special  Report  of  the  Schools 
Commission  on  the  subject,  dated  2nd  July  1867.  Those 
replies  exhibit  a  very  general  concurrence  in  Dr.  Playfair’s  views, 
and  the  Commission  itself  urges  the  institution  of  “  a  special 
“  inquiry  into  the  state  and  effects  of  technical  education  abroad, 
“  and  particularly  in  France,  Germany,  and  Switzerland.” 
Owing  to  the  importance  of  the  subject  and  its  immediate  con¬ 
nection  with  our  own  original  recommendations,  we  reproduce  the 
whole  of  these  documents  in  the  Appendix  (see  Appendix  0.). 
The  Report  of  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Edu¬ 
cation  to  Her  Majesty  for  1863,  records  the  important  testimony 
borne  by  many  foreign  Governments,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Exhibition  of  1862,  to  the  great  influence  which  the  Science 
and  Art  Department  (so  far  as  its  share  in  advancing  industrial 
education  is  concerned)  has  had  on  the  industrial  progress  of  this 
country  in  matters  of  Science  and  Art  (see  page  XV.  of  that 
Report). 

I  he  following  summary  of  the  results  attained  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Science  and  Art  may  not  be  uninteresting.  The  number 
of  Science  Schools,  amounting  to  nine  in  I860  with  500  students 
had  increased  in  1866  to  153  with  6,835  students,  amongst  whom 
as  many  as  2,071  prizes  were  distributed.  A  Royal  School  ot 
Naval  Architecture  and  Marine  Engineering,  now  attended  by 
■\i  students  (29  of  whom  were  sent  by  the  Admiralty),  has  been 
established  in  connection  with  the  Department.  99  Schools  of 
Art  are  in  operation  throughout  the  country,  giving  instruction 
to  17,210  students,  whilst  as  many  as  105,695  persons,  paying 
lies  exceeding  18,600/.,  were  taught  drawing  in  1866  through 
the  agency  of  the  Department.  The  permanent  buildings  for  the 
South  Kensington  Museum,  and  for  the  Schools  of  Art,  Science, 
and  X.ual  Architecture  are  being  rapidly  proceeded  with.  The 
travelling  collections  of  Works  of  Art  belonging  to  the  Depart* 
ment  "ere  lent  to  nine  provincial  towns  and  two  metropolitan 
districts  m  1866,  and  were  visited  by  954,717  persons.  The 
number  of  readers  in  the  National  Art  Library  amounted  last 
11,622  and  the  education  collections  of  books  and  appa* 
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ratus  were  consulted  by  6,399  persons.  The  receipts  for  admis¬ 
sion  to  the  Museum  on  the  days  when  a  charge  is  made  were 
1,167/-  in  1866,  and  have  amounted  to  a  total  of  about  14,000/., 
since  its  opening  in  1857  (upwards  of  3,300/.  having  been 
received  in  the  Exhibition  year  1862). 

We  have  now  to  call  attention  to  the  communications  that  Prince 
passed  m  the  year  1862  between  ourselves  and  the  committee  Memorial, 
appointed  by  the  Queen  to  advise  Her  Majesty  on  the  subject 
of  the  Memorial  to  the  Prince  Consort  (which  committee  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  the  late  Sir 
Charles  Eastlake,  and  the  late  Mr.  William  Cubitt),  inasmuch  as 
what  took  place  on  that  occasion  forms  a  natural  prelude  to  the 
airangeinents  subsequently  entered  into  by  us  for  promoting  the 

erection  of  the  Central  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences  hereafter 
referred  to. 

The  Committee  in  question  having  applied  to  several  of  the 
leading  architects  of  this  country  to  give  them  the  benefit  of 
their  opinion  on  the  subject,  those  gentlemen,  in  a  Report  dated 
the  5th  June  1862,  recommended  that  the  Memorial  should  con¬ 
sist  of  a  Personal  Monument  in  Hyde  Park,  between  Rotten  Row 
and  the  Kensington  Road,  and  a  Central  Hall  to  be  placed  on 
our  estate,  m  a  direct  line  between  the  Monument  and  the  centre 
of  the  Conservatory  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society.  The 
Committee  accordingly  applied  to  us  to  learn  whether  we  would 
be  willing  to  devote  the  necessary  space  for  the  purpose. 

In  reply,  we  expressed  our  satisfaction  at  any  plan  serving  to 
connect  the  National  Memorial  to  our  own  illustrious  and 
lamented  President  with  the  Kensington  Gore  Estate,  and  we 
stated  our  readiness  to  reserve  for  a  reasonable  time  a  suitable 
site  for  the  proposed  Hall,  in  the  situation  indicated  by  the 
Committee. 

In  a  Report  addressed  to  Her  Majesty  on  the  27th  June  1862, 
the  Committee  stated  in  detail  the  motives  which  induced  them 
to  recommend  that  the  Hall  in  question  should  form  part  of  the 
National  Memorial  to  the  Prince  Consort.  They  expressed 
their  opinion  “  that  a  Hall  forming  a  central  point  of  union  where 
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„  men  of  Science  and  Art  could  meet,  where  the  results  of  their 
“  labours,  with  a  view  to  the  special  purposes  indicated  by  the 
“  Committee,  could  be  communicated  and  discussed,  and  where 
“  deputies  from  affiliated  societies  throughout  the  United 
u  Kingdom  could  occasionally  confer  with  the  Metropolitan 
«  Authorities,  might  be  fitly  recommended  as  marking,  with  the 
«  Monument,  the  general  object  of  the  institutions  in  their 
“  vicinity.”  The  Committee  in  support  of  this  recommenda¬ 
tion,  quoted  passages  from  our  own  Second  Report  of  1852  to 
the  Crown,  and  from  public  speeches  delivered  on  various 
occasions  by  His  Royal  Highness  himself. 

In  the  reply  which  Her  Majesty  directed  to  be  made  to  the 
Committee  on  the  18th  July  1862,  Her  Majesty  conveyed  her 
entire  and  cordial  approval  of  their  recommendation  that  a 
Central  Hall  of  the  character  proposed  by  them,  and  which  might 
hereafter  be  made  to  form  part  of  a  general  institution  for  the 
promotion  of  scientific  and  artistic  education,  should  be  erected 
in  connexion  with  the  Personal  Monument  to  be  placed  directly 
opposite  to  it  in  Hyde  Park.  Her  Majesty  further  expressed 
her  anxious  wish  “  that  the  establishments  already  placed  upon 
"  our  estate,  as  well  as  those  that  might  be  expected  to  come 
“  there,  should  be  considered  as  a  whole,”  and  constitute  “  one 
“  great  and  comprehensive  institution,  having  for  its  object  to 
“  increase  the  means  of  industrial  education,  and  extend  the 
“  influence  of  Science  and  Art  upon  productive  industry,  and 
“  rorming  the  most  lasting  and  worthy  memorial  of  the  Princes 

untiring  and  unselfish  exertions  for  the  general  good.” 

On  the  25th  March  1863,  however,  the  Queen’s  Committee 
addressed  a  further  Report  to  Her  Majesty,  in  which  they  stated 
that  they  had  invited  seven  eminent  architects  to  contribute 
designs  for  the  Personal  Memorial  and  the  Central  Hall,  accom¬ 
panied  by  estimates  of  the  cost  of  their  execution.  It  appe®re^ 
that  only  one  of  the  designs  prepared  in  accordance  with  this 
invitation  was  capable  of  being  executed  for  the  sum  of  betw eea 
50,000/.  and  60,000/.,  which  represented  the  extent  of  the  publlC 
subscriptions  to  the  memorial,  and  that  even  in  that  instance  the 
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sum  in  question  would  only  suffice  for  the  execution  of  the 
Personal  Memorial  alone,  without  making  any  provision  whatever 
for  the  cost  of  the  Hall.  It  was  therefore  obvious,  that,  even  on 
the  supposition  of  this  particular  design  being  selected,  the 
question  of  the  erection  of  the  Hall  must  necessarily  be  post¬ 
poned.  But  the  design  recommended  by  the  Committee  for 
adoption,  that  of  Mr.  Gilbert  Scott,  involved  an  outlay  of  nearly 
double  the  amount  then  subscribed  by  the  public,  and  in  sub¬ 
mitting  this  recommendation  the  Committee,  after  expressing 
their  regret  at  the  necessity  of  the  temporary  postponement  of 
the  plan  for  erecting  the  Central  Hall  which  had  now  become 
inevitable,  stated  their  opinion  that,  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
the  sum  required  for  the  execution  of  the  Personal  Memorial  as 
designed  by  Mr.  Scott,  the  liberality  of  Parliament  would  not 
be  appealed  to  in  vain. 

' '  Her  Majesty  caused  the  Committee  to  be  informed  in  her 
reply  of  the  22nd  April  1863,  that  she  concurred  in  their  recom¬ 
mendation,  at  the  same  time  that  Her  Majesty  stated  that  she 
fully  participated  in  their  regret  that  it  had  been  found  necessary 
to  abandon  for  the  present  the  idea  of  the  Central  Hall,  which, 
combined  with  a  Personal  Memorial,  would  have  appeared  to  unite 
the  tribute  of  national  gratitude  with  that  object  in  which  the 
Prince  Consort  took  the  strongest  interest,  and  would  also  have 
for  ever  associated  with  the  Memorial  the  recollections  of  the 
Exhibition  of  1851.  Her  Majesty  added,  that  “  this  regret  was 
I  modified  by  the  expectation  that  whenever  the  Commissioners 
“  of  1851  may  be  in  a  position  to  appropriate  the  vacant  space 
‘  north  of  the  conservatory  in  the  Royal  Horticultural  Gardens 
“  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  estate  was  purchased,  a  hall  may 
1  still  form  part  of  the  buildings  to  be  erected  there.” 

Her  Majesty’s  Government  accordingly  submitted  an  estimate 
to  Parliament  in  the  Session  of  1863  for  the  grant  of  the  sum  of 
mooo*.  in  aid  of  the  above-mentioned  sum  of  between  50,000/ 
and  60,000/.  subscribed  by  the  general  public,  and  the  vote 
passed  without  opposition.  The  whole  of  the  necessary  funds 
o  the  Personal  Memorial  having  thus  been  obtained,  and  the 
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dffii-ni  of  Mr.  Scott  finally  selected,  the  erection  of  the  Memorial 
on  the  proposed  site,  and  exactly  opposite  the  centre  of  the  Con- 
uorvntory  of  the  Horticultural  Society,  is  being  rapidly  proceeded 
with,  and  will  probably  be  completed  in  the  course  of  next  year. 
W’c  give  in  the  Appendix  the  correspondence,  of  which  the  above 
is  an  epitome  (see  Appendix  P.). 

Ontml  Hall  In  less  than  two  years  after  the  postponement  of  the  question 
s  vncc7nd  of  erecting  the  Central  Hall,  the  matter  was  again  brought  under 
our  notice,  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  having 
•  informed  Lord  Derby,  as  our  President,  that  a  strong  desire 
existed  in  many  quarters  for  the  erection  of  a  Hall  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  on  our  estate,  and  that  a  large  number  of  persons  had 
given  in  their  names  as  approving  of  the  scheme,  and  as  willing 
to  accept  the  office  of  vice-patrons  of  the  Hall  under  his  Presi¬ 
dency.  His  Royal  Highness  expressed  his  desire  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  our  views  upon  the  matter  previous  to  a  meeting 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Hall  being  summoned,  and  to  learn  to 
what  extent  we  might  be  disposed  to  co-operate  in  the  scheme, 
which  involved  a  total  estimated  outlay  of  200,000/.  in  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  a  building  intended  to  hold  upwards  of  5,000  persons,  and 
to  be  made  available  for  the  general  purposes  of  Science  and  Art. 
We  therefore  felt  it  our  duty  to  give  the  maturest  consideration 
Resolutions  to  the  question  thus  brought  before  us.  We  finally  adopted  the 

respecting  .  „  .  .  J  r 

Hull.  following  senes  of  resolutions,  which  we  requested  Lord  Derby 
to  communicate  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  President  of  the 
proposed  Hall. 

f  •  i  hat  a  large  surplus  having  accrued  from  the  receipts  of  the  Great 
exhibition  of  1851,  a  Supplemental  Charter  was  granted  to  the  Royal 
Commissioners  in  December  1851,  by  which  they  were  empowered  ‘  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  all  such  surplus  as  aforesaid,  and  the  income  thereof  which  may  be 
at  their  disposal,  in  the  furtherance  of  any  such  plan  or  plans  as  may 
•  trom  time  to  time  be  devised  by  them  as  aforesaid,’— those  plans  having 
it  (as  pi evioudy  stated  in  the  preamble  to  the  Charter)  to 

lien,  tires  designed  to  increase  the  means  of  industrial  education,  and 
‘extend  the  influence  of  Science  and  Art  upon  productive  industry,’  the 
omnussioners  stating  their  opinion  ‘  that  no  measures  could  be  so 
atnctly  in  accordance  with  the  ends  of  the  Exhibition/ 

ihe  Commissioners  were  further  empowered  to  invest  their  funds 
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in  such  manner  as  they  might  think  fit,  ‘till  required  for  the  execution 
‘  of  a°y  such  Plan  or  P]ans /  and  the  Charter  concluded  by  declaring  that 
when  all  the  matters  entrusted  by  it  to  be  done  by  the  Commissioners 
‘  shall  be  fully  performed  or  become  incapable  of  being  executed/  the 
Charter  ‘  shall  be  absolutely  void/ 

“II.— That,  under  the  power  thus  given  by  the  Supplemental  Charter, 
the  Commissioners  proceeded  to  invest  their  surplus  funds  in  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  ground  at  Kensington,  now  known  as  the  Kensington 
Estate,  on  one  portion  of  which,  purchased  by  the  Government,  stands 
the  South  Kensington  Museum. 

“ III  —That,  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  above  stated,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  contributed,  with  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  in  the  years  1852 
and  1854,  towards  the  purchase  of  such  Estate  as  a  national  object,  sums 
amounting  to  177,500 1,  which  advances  (with  the  exception  of  an 
amount  representing  the  value  of  the  site  of  the  South  Kensington 

Museum,  retained  by  the  Government)  were  subsequently  repaid  to°the 

Government. 


‘IV.  That  the  increased  value  of  the  property  arising  out  of  the 
purchase  by  the  Commissioners  under  the  advice  of  the  late  Prince 
Consort,  lias  enabled  them  to  make  satisfactory  arrangements  for 
effecting  this  repayment,  whereby  they  now  hold  their  Estate  under 
conditions  winch  insure  the  possession  by  them,  within  a  limited  period 
of  the  whole  of  the  main  square  or  central  portion  of  it  (with  the 

exception  of  the  land  referred  to  in  Resolution  V.),  free  from  everv 
encumbm/nnp  J 


“  V.  That  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by  their 
Supplemental  Charter,  the  Commissioners  Sold  to  the  Government  with 
the  sanction  of  Parliament,  in  the  year  1863,  between  sixteen  and 
seventeen  acres  of  such  central  portion  of  the  Estate,  at  a  sacrifice  of 
about  i  50, °0°?  of  their  then  estimated  value,  subject  to  the  condition 
that  the  land  should  be  permanently  used  for  purposes  connected  with 
Science  or  the  Arts. 


VI._That  the  remainder  of  the  central  portion,  exclusive  of  and 
surrounding  the  land  at  present  leased  to  the  Horticultural  Society 
remains  whol  y  unproductive  (with  the  exception  of  the  rental  derived 
n  om  various  houses  on  the  north  side  of  the  property). 

“VII.-That  the  original  design  of  the  Prince  Consort,  to  which  the 
ommissioners  accorded  their  ready  assent,  comprised  a  scheme  intended 
to  increase  the  means  of  industrial  education  and  extend  the  influence 
<e  Hu06  and  Art  uP°n  productive  industry/  as  previously  stated. 

..  ‘  ™;~Thafc>  although  various  circumstances  have  interfered  with 
the  completion  of  this  design  in  its  integrity,  there  is  still  reason  to  hope 
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lo  obioctM  of  Science  and  Art,  the  promotion  of  which  is  the 
1  *  TV  in tr  of  the  Commission,  may  be  advanced  by  the  accomplish- 
f  that  which  was  always  a  prominent  feature  in  the  scheme,  viz., 
tT  "erection  of  a  Central  Hall,  which  might  serve  (in  the  words  of  the 
IWWW  Second  Report)  to  '  provide  for  men  of  Science  and  Art 
,  „  centre  of  action  and  of  exchange  of  the  results  of  their  labours,  and 
n|„,  assist  in  ‘affording  instruction  and  recreation  to  the  greatest 
*  number  of  human  beings. 

,,  1^  _ -That  a  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Commission  for  the 
erection  of  such  a  Hall  on  the  portion  of  the  Estate  facing  the  Kensing¬ 
ton  Road  immediately  opposite  to  the  Memorial  of  the  Prince  Consort, 
noW  in  course  of  erection,  and  adjoining  the  Gardens  of  the  Horticultural 
S  ,  iety  ;  and  that  the  cost  of  the  Hall,  which  would  contain  from  5,000 
to  7,500  persons,  and  provide  ample  accommodation,  not  only  for  the 
ahoy*  objects,  but  also  for  the  exhibition  of  pictures  and  sculpture,  for 
industrial  and  other  temporary  Exhibitions,  and  for  great  musical 
performances,  may  be  estimated  at  about  200,000?. 

••  X.— That  the  erection  of  such  a  Hall  would  be  entirely  within  the 
Ho>pe  of  the  trust  of  the  Commissioners,  and  would  justify  them  in  the 
expenditure  of  a  considerable  portion  of  their  capital  for  the  attainment 
of  the  objects  in  question. 


«  XI. _ 1 That  their  justification  for  such  an  expenditure  would,  how¬ 

ever,  greatly  depend  upon  the  probable  use  to  be  made  of  the  Hall,  if 
erected,  by  the  societies  and  bodies  chiefly  interested,  and  by  the  public, 
who  might  be  desirous  of  obtaining  the  right  of  admission  to  it  on  all 
public  occasiona 

*  XII. — That  the  Finance  Committee  be  authorized  to  guarantee,  on 
behalf  of  the  Commission,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one-fourth  of  the  total 
expense  of  the  proposed  Hall,  but  on  the  condition  that  the  amount  so 
guaranteed  shall  not  exceed  50,000?., — in  addition  to  the  free  grant  by 
the  Commission  of  a  lease  of  the  site  of  the  Hall,  for  not  less  than  99 
years,  a  grant  which  is  valued  at  upwards  of  60,000?., — provided  that 
the  whole  of  the  remaining  sum  required  to  be  subscribed  within  the 
sp  i*  •>  of  eighteen  months  from  the  present  time  ;  and  further  provided 
that  the  total  sum  thus  raised,  including  the  Commissioners’  guarantee, 
insures  the  entire  completion  of  the  building,  externally  and  internally 
including  fittings,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners’  surveyor,  and 
the  payment  of  every  expense  connected  with  it. 


\11I.  That  any  sum  which  may  be  subscribed  by  the  public 
between  the  limits  of  150,000?.  and  200,000?.  shall  go  in  diminution  of 
the  Commissioners’  guarantee ;  and  further,  that  any  sum  not  exceeding 
20,000?.  which  may  be  subscribed  after  the  Commissioners  shall  have 
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been  entirely  discharged  from  their  guarantee,  and  the  building  com¬ 
pleted,  shall  be  invested  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  the  permanent 
maintenance  of  the  Hall  when  erected. 

“  XIY. — That  as  the  subscriptions  on  the  part  of  the  public  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  right  of  admission  to  the  Hall  must  be  mainly  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  attractions  to  be  offered  by  the  societies  and  other  bodies 
availing  themselves  of  it,  such  societies  connected  with  Science  or  Art 
as  may  appear  likely  to  have  occasion  to  use  the  Hall  be  applied  to  in 
the  first  instance,  to  ascertain  how  far  they  would  be  willing  to  co¬ 
operate  in  the  project  by  engaging  to  occupy  the  Hall  for  their  respective 
meetings,  &c.,  at  stated  periods,  either  by  the  purchase  of  a  perpetual 
right  to  use  it,  or  by  the  pa}7ment  of  a  specified  rent. 

“  XY. — That,  in  the  event  of  a  favourable  response  from  such  a 
number  of  such  societies  as  in  the  estimation  of  the  Commissioners  may 
be  sufficient,  the  promoters  of  the  Hall  be  authorized  to  invite  the 
public  to  contribute  towards  its  erection,  on  the  principle  of  securing 
permanent  admission  on  terms  proportioned  to  the  interest  to  be 
acquired. 

“XVI.  That,  so  far  as  the  guarantee  offered  by  the  Commissioners 
shall  not  be  covered  by  public  subscriptions,  they  shall  be  entitled  (but 
not  for  the  individual  advantage  of  any  of  the  Members  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion)  to  the  same  rights  as  are  granted  to  the  public. 

“  XVII.  That  no  portion  of  the  Commissioners’  guarantee,  except  as 
herein-after  mentioned,  shall  become  payable  by  them  until  the  building 
is  completed  and  the  total  expenditure  incurred  accurately  ascertained. 

“  XVIII.  That,  in  the  event  of  the  scheme  being  proceeded  with,  a 
Charter  of  Incorporation  satisfactory  to  the  Commissioners  be  obtained, 
containing  provisions  for  the  proper  management  of  the  Hall,  and 
defining  the  purposes  to  which  it  may  be  applied. 

“XIX. — That  the  Finance  Committee  be  authorized,  in  the  event  of 
satisfactory  replies  to  the  applications  to  the  societies  referred  to  in 
Resolution  XIV.,  to  advance  out  of  the  Commissioners  guarantee  the 
sum  of  2,000 1.,  to  be  expended  in  such  manner  as  they  may  think  fit, 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  expenses  connected  with  obtaining  the 
necessary  subscriptions  on  the  part  of  the  public,  and  other  preliminary 
expenses.” 

His  Royal  Highness  lost  no  time  in  bringing  these  resolutions 
under  the  notice  of  the  promoters  of  the  Hall  at  a  meeting 
summoned  for  the  purpose  at  Marlborough  House  on  the 
6th  July  1865,  when  the  expediency  of  erecting  the  proposed 
Hall  was  unanimously  recognized,  and  a  Provisional  Committee 


EXHIBITION  OF  1851. 


lit, 


was 


of  12  persons,  under  the  Presidency  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  „„ 
appointed,  with  full  powers  to  consider  and  adopt  such  measures 
as  might  appear  to  them  best  calculated  to  carry  into  effect  the 
proposed  undertaking. 

The  representatives  of  many  of  the  leading  societies  having 
announced  their  adhesion  to  the  scheme  and  consented  to  fill  the 
office  of  vice-patrons  of  the  Hall,  and  various  important  societies 
(especially  the  Society  of  Arts,  the  Sacred  Harmonic  Society, 
and  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society)  having  signified  their 
intention  of  using  the  Hall,  the  Provisional  Committee  agreed  to 
the  issue  of  the  explanatory  statement  given  in  the  Appendix, 
setting  forth  the  reasons  for  the  erection  of  the  Hall,  describing 
its  general  character,  pointing  out  the  various  purposes  to  which 
it  was  proposed  to  apply  it,  and  inviting  subscriptions  on  the 
part  of  the  public  to  the  extent  of  150,000/.  in  order  to  enable 
the  Committee  to  claim  the  benefit  of  the  offer  of  the  grant  of  a 
site  for  the  Hall,  and  of  the  guarantee  of  50,000/.  specified  in 
Resolution  XII.  (&ee  Appendix  Q.)  At  the  same  time  we  agreed 
to  extend  the  time  for  collecting  the  subscriptions  of  150,000/. 
in  question  until  the  1st  May  1867,  and  to  grant  a  lease  of  the 
site  of  the  Hall  for  999  years  at  the  nominal  rent  of  Is.  per 
annum,  instead  of  the  shorter  period  of  99  years  referred  to  in 
that  Resolution. 

We  ought  not  to  omit  to  notice  that  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  who  succeeded  the  late  Commissioners  of  Greenwich 
Hospital  as  mortgagees  of  the  estate  under  the  Act  of  1866, 
consented  on  their  part,  and  on  our  application,  to  release  the  site 
the  Hall  from  the  mortgage,  in  consideration  of  the  great 

Necessary  ”  ^  US  “  thC  mort8aSe  debt* 

funds  raised  .  actual  lssue  of  the  sta  tement  of  the  Committee  took  place 

ofrHaution  in  !  Tth  0f  December  1865,  and  by  the  following  summer 
no  less  than  110,000/.  had  been  subscribed  by  the  public.  The 
monetary  panic  which  took  place  at  that  time  induced  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  refrain  from  pursuing  measures  to  obtain  further 
subscriptions  On  the  l9th  July  1866,  however,  Messrs.  Lucas 

Br  thers  de  an  offer  tQ  ^  Commjttee  ^  the  effect  tbat 

c°n  ract  for  the  construction  of  the  Hall  were  g",( 
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to  them  they  were  willing  to  take  in  sittings  the  balance  of 
the  cost  of  construction  of  the  Hall  not  covered  by  oui 
guarantee  of  50,000/.  and  by  the  subscribed  capital,  then 
amounting  to  110,000/.  (soon  afterwards  increased  to  112,000/.), 
onfcondition  of  the  total  cost  not  exceeding  200,000/.  The  work 
was  to  be  valued  by  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Stephenson,  who  are  our 
own  surveyors,  and  the  ProvisionalCommittee  were  to  undertake 
that  the  sittings  assigned  to  Messrs.  Lucas  in  lieu  of  money 
payment  should  be  sold  on  their  behalf  prior  to  the  sale  of  any 
sittings  to  release  us  from  our  guarantee. 
uAs  this  offer  involved  a  certain  modification  in  the  conditions 
originally  laid  down  by  us,  the  Committee  brought  it  under  our 
notice,  and  we  acquainted  them  in  reply  that,  considering  on  the 
one  hand  the  satisfactory  progress  already  made  by  them  in 
obtaining  subscriptions  from  the  general  public,  and  on  the  other 
hand  the  interest  which  we  ourselves  took  in  the  undertaking,  as 
evinced  by  our  Resolutions  of  1865,  we  were  willing  to  consent 
to  such  a  modification  in  the  original  resolutions  as  might  enable 


the  Committee  at  once  to  take  advantage  of  the  liberal  offer 
ofl Messrs.  Lucas  and  accept  the  stipulation  laid  down  by  them. 
We  aaded  that  this  concession  on  our  part  was  only  made  on 
the  clear  understanding  that  the  latter  portion  of  Resolution  XII. 
wus  stiictly  adhered  to,  viz.,  that  the  total  sum  raised  by  public 
subscription,  combined  with  that  provisionally  contributed  by 
ijssrs.  Lucas,  and  including  our  own  guarantee,  ensured  the 
Aire  completion  of  the  building  externally  and  internally,  includ- 
Pjf  fittings,  to  the  satisfaction  of  our  surveyor,  and  the  payment 
off  every  expense  connected  with  it.  We  refer  to  the  Appendix 
for  the  correspondence  on  this  subject  (see  Appendix  11.). 

1  he  preparation  of  the  plans  and  working  drawings  of  the  Hall 
were  in  the  mean  time  proceeded  with  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Scott, 

St’ infl  ,  °f  ^  C°mmittee'  the  assistance 

oflan  influential  Committee  of  Advice,  and  when  completed  they 

placed  m  the  hands  of  Mes^rti  Hnnt  ■.  0  ^ 

i  ,  Mtssrb>  Hunt  and  Stephenson,  in 
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Charter 
granted  for 
Hall. 


First  stone 
laid  by  Her 
Majesty. 


opinion  on  the  3rd  April  last  that  the  building  could  be  com. 
pleted  externally  and  internally,  including  the  fittings  and 
every  expense  connected  with  it,  within  the  sum  of  200,000/. 

The  Committee  were  therefore  at  once  placed  in  a  position  to 
accept  Messrs.  Lucas’s  offer,  and  those  gentlemen  on  their  part 
subscribed  for  sittings  to  the  extent  of  38,000/. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  No.  XVIII.  of  our  Resolutions 
above  cited,  the  Provisional  Committee  applied  to  the  Crown  for 
the  grant  of  a  Charter  of  Incorporation,  submitting  the  draft  of 
such  Charter  for  our  previous  approval.  Her  Majesty  was 
graciously  pleased  to  issue  the  desired  Charter  to  them  on  the 
8th  April  last.  The  Appendix  contains  a  copy  of  this  docu¬ 
ment  (see  Appendix  S.). 

The  first  stone  of  the  Hall  was  laid  by  Her  Majesty  in  person 
on  the  20th  May  last,  in  the  presence  of  upwrards  of  6,000 
spectators.  We  refer  to  the  Appendix  for  an  account  of  the 
ceremonial  observed  on  the  occasion  (see  Appendix  T.). 

It  is  expected  that  the  building  will  be  entirely  completed 
and  opened  to  the  public  in  betwreen  two  and  three  years  from 
the  present  time,  and  that  the  great  organ  which  it  is  intended  to 
erect  in  it  as  an  essential  feature  of  the  Hall  will  be  simultaneously 
completed. 

Plans  of  our  estate  were  annexed  to  our  Third  and  Fourth 
Reports.  The  plan  prefixed  to  the  present  Report  exhibits 
clearly  the  proposed  position  of  the  Central  Hall  with  respect  to 
the  estate  and  the  surrounding  property.  We  also  give  a  map 
showing  the  manner  in  which  the  Hall  will  be  placed  in  direct 
connection  with  the  rest  of  the  metropolis,  and  with  the  country 
g.  neiall^ ,  by  means  of  the  extensive  system  of  railway  cominu* 
oi  alieady  completed  or  at  present  in  course  of  construction 
{see  plan  at  the  end  of  the  Appendix). 

pusmon  ot  co)  dance  with  the  announcement  made  by  us  in  our  Third 

mmission.  P  ’  ^ave  continued  regularly  to  transmit  to  the  Home 
’  °.r  Preserdation  to  Her  Majesty,  an  annual  statement  of 
suhmV  ^  S  an^  exPenditure.  It  now  becomes  our  duty  t° 
contain  ?  COnAtmuation  of  the  Return  of  our  financial  position 
d  m  APPendix  N.  to  our  Fourth  Report,  a  complete 


Financial 
position  of 
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statement  of  our  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  whole  period 
between  the  1st  January  1861  and  the  31st  December  1866,  duly 
audited,  as  on  each  former  occasion,  by  the  Governor  and  the 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  who  have  kindly 
undertaken  the  task  of  doing  so  at  our  request  ( see  Appendix  U.) 

We  cannot  but  look  upon  our  financial  position  as  being 
at  present  highly  satisfactory.  Our  mortgage  debt,  which 
amounted  at  the  date  of  our  last  Report  to  187,000/.,  had  been 
reduced  by  the  31st  December  last  to  less  than  half  that  amount; 
and  since  that  date  agreements  have  been  entered  into  for  the 
sale  of  ground  rents  to  the  extent  of  more  than  23,000/.,  the  whole 
of  which  sum  is  applicable  to  the  further  reduction  of  the  mort¬ 
gage  debt.  The  unsold  portion  of  our  ground  rents  will  suffice, 
when  realized,  not  only  to  pay  off  the  whole  balance  of  the  mort¬ 
gage  debt,  but  to  leave  a  large  surplus  balance  in  our  hands 
available  for  the  general  purposes  of  our  incorporation.  Our 
annual  income  derived  from  ground  rents  and  other  house  pro¬ 
perty  on  the  estate,  and  from  our  reserve  fund,  considerably 
exceeds  our  total  expenditure  of  every  kind  (including  the  interest 
on  our  mortgage  debt),  independently  of  any  rental  that  may  be 
paid  to  us  by  the  Horticultural  Society.  In  addition  to  the  value 
of  the  site  elsewhere  referred  to  as  agreed  to  be  devoted  by  us  to 
the  purposes  of  the  Central  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  esti¬ 
mated  at  60,000/.,  and  also  in  addition  to  the  central  portion  of 
the  Exhibition  refreshment  rooms  still  belonging  to  us,  and  worth 
(say)  20,000/.,  we  are  in  possession  of  land  on  the  main  square  of 
the  estate  as  yet  unappropriated  to  permanent  public  purposes, 
and  at  present  productive  of  scarcely  any  income,  of  a  commercial 
value  not  far  short  of  200,000/.,  and  this  entirely  irrespective  of 

the  value  of  the  22|  acres  of  land  leased  to  the  Horticultural 
Society. 


ihave  n0W’  in  conclusion,  briefly  to  sum  up  the  various  Conclusion 
particulars  contained  in  this  Report. 

S,et  ^0ltk  *n  circumstances  connected 

fh  1?  u-u-  6  ^  US  t0  ^er  MaJ'est/s  Government  of  the  site  of 
e  Exhibition  of  1862,  with  the  sanction  of  Parliament  and 
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under  the  special  condition  that  the  site  in  question  shall  he  per. 
manently  devoted  to  purposes  connected  with  Science  or  the  Arts. 
We  have  also  shown  that  the  effect  of  this  sale,  and  the  payment 
to  us  of  the  sum  of  120,000/.  voted  by  Parliament  for  the  purpose, 
has  been  to  place  our  financial  position  on  the  most  satisfactory 
footing. 

We  have  further  explained  the  various  purposes  of  public 
utility  to  which  portions  of  the  estate  have  been  temporarily 
applied  since  the  date  of  our  last  Report,  in  addition  to  the 
progressive  development  upon  the  property  of  the  South 
Kensington  Museum  and  the  Department  of  Science  and  Art. 
Of  these  purposes  we  have  more  especially  to  specify  the  Inter¬ 
national  Exhibition  of  1862,  the  International  Horticultural 
Exhibition  of  1866,  and  the.  successive  Exhibitions  of  National 
Portraits.  And  finally,  after  relating  the  circumstances  con¬ 
nected  with  the  proposal  made  in  1862  to  erect  upon  the 
estate  a  portion  of  the  National  Memorial  to  our  lamented 
President  the  Prince  Consort  in  connection  with  the  Personal 
Memorial  in  Hyde  Park,  we  have  shown  how,  notwithstanding 
the  abandonment  of  that  particular  proposal,  it  nevertheless 
has  since  led  to  the  definite  adoption  and  prosecution  of  a 
scheme  for  the  erection  on  our  estate  of  a  Central  Hall  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  worthy  of  a  great  industrial  country,  a  scheme 
to  which  we  deemed  it  right  to  give  our  cordial  and  read) 
assistance,  as  soon  as  it  was  demonstrated  to  us  that  it  was 
likely  to  receive  that  support  on  the  part  of  the  public  which 
we  deemed  essential  to  its  success.  The  erection  of  that  Hall 
has  now  been  commenced,  and  we  trust  to  see  fully  realised  the 
anticipation  expressed  by  the  Provisional  Committee,  in  their 
address  to  Her  Majesty  on  the  occasion  of  Her  Majesty  layirb 
the  first  stone  of  the  Hall  a  few  weeks  ago,  that  when  complete 
it  may  “  prove  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  interests  of  Science  and 

Art,  and  add  to  the  enjoyment  and  instruction  of  ial§e 
“  numbers  of  Her  Majesty’s  subjects.” 

It  only  remains  for  us  once  more  to  return  to  Her  Majesty 
oui  grateful  thanks  for  the  unceasing  confidence  reposed  in 1 
o\  Her  Majesty,  and  to  repeat  the  assurance  of  our  nnsk . 
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still  to  merit  a  continuance  of  Her  Majesty’s  gracious  approval 
of  our  endeavours  to  assist  in  advancing  those  great  interests 
of  Science  and  Art  for  the  promotion  of  which  we  have  been 
incorporated. 

Given  under  our  Corporate  Seal  at  the  Palace  of  Westminster, 
this  Fifteenth  day  of  August  1867- 


RDGAR  A.  BOWRING, 


bowring,  GRANVILLE. 


Secretary.  RUSSELL. 


JOHN  MANNERS. 
ROBERT  MONTAGU. 
PORTMAN. 
OVERSTONE. 
TAUNTON. 

S.  H.  NORTHCOTE. 
B.  DISRAELI. 


W.  E.  GLADSTONE. 
ROBERT  LOWE. 

H.  A.  BRUCE. 

A.  Y.  SPEARMAN. 

C.  WENTWORTH  DILKE. 
CHARLES  LYELL. 

R.  MURCHISON. 

FRANCIS  GRANT 
THOMAS  BARING. 
THOMAS  BAZLEY. 
THOMAS  FAIRBAIRN. 
JOHN  FOWLER. 

T.  F.  GIBSON. 
WARINGTON  W.  SMYTH. 
HENRY  THRING. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


Address  to  Her  Majesty  on  the  occasion  of  the  Death  of  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Consort. 


TO  THE  QUEEN’S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851, 
incorporated  by  Royal  Charter,  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  Your 
Majesty  with  the  assurance  of  our  devotion  to  Your  Throne  and  Royal 
Person,  and  of  our  deepest  sympathy  with  Your  Majesty  in  the  most 
grievous  affliction  which  has,  by  the  will  of  Providence,  recently  befallen 
Your  Majesty  and  the  whole  nation  in  the  death  of  Your  Majesty's 
august  Consort,  our  much-loved  and  revered  President. 

The  great  conception  of  the  International  Exhibition  of  1851,  for  the 
promotion  of  which  we  were  originally  appointed  by  Your  Majesty,  was 
due  to  His  Royal  Highness.  A  conception  at  once  so  novel  and  so  com¬ 
prehensive  was  only  gradually  understood  and  appreciated  by  the  country 
at  large  ;  and  there  was  reason  to  fear,  so  great  were  the  difficulties  to 
be  overcome  and  prejudices  to  be  encountered,  that  the  design  itself 
might  have  resulted  in  failure,  had  not  the  same  mind  which  originally 
conceived  it  watched  over  the  whole  process  of  its  organization,  and 
guided  and  directed  its  gradual  development. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  unwearied  assiduity  with  which  His  Royal 
Highness  applied  himself  to  the  realization  of  this  great  scheme,  we 
humbly  take  leave  to  mention  that  he  never  failed  to  preside  over  the 
numerous  meetings  of  the  Commission  (except  on  one  or  two  occasions 
wThen  it  met  for  formal  business  only)  in  the  two  years  over  which  the 
original  labours  of  the  Commission  extended,  and  in  the  ten  years 
which  have  subsequently  elapsed.  His  Royal  Highness,  with  similar 
regularity,  presided  over  many  important  Committees  of  our  body,  was 
daily  occupied  in  superintending  the  various  details  of  our  proceedings, 
and  was  in  constant  communication  with  all  classes  interested  in  the 
undertaking. 

The  remarkable  success  which  attended  the  Exhibition  of  1851  induced 
Your  Majesty  graciously  to  direct  the  issue  to  us  of  a  supplementary 
Charter,  giving  us  full  power  to  dispose  of  the  large  surplus  which  that 
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iOOCeM  had  left  in  our  hands,  in  accordance  with  such  scheme  as  might 
devised  by  us;  and  under  that  Charter  we  now  continue  to  exist  as 
a  permanent  Corporation.  In  our  new,  as  in  our  original  position,  the 
advantages  derived  from  His  Royal  Highness’s  enlightened  views  and 
cl.  ?p  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  Science  and  the  Arts  were  equally 
fclt  On  the  Kensington  Gore  Estate,  purchased  by  us,  there  have  already 
prung  into  existence  the  important  Government  Department  of  Science 
ami  Art,  the  gardens  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society,  and  the  buildings 
of  the  proposed  International  Exhibition  of  1862  (the  natural  and  neces- 
aary  complement  of  the  Exhibition  of  1851),  in  respect  of  each  of  which 
the  effects  of  the  fostering  care  of  His  Royal  Highness  are  plainly 
discernible  to  all. 

Irreparable  as  will  be  to  us  the  loss  of  His  Royal  Highness’s  assistance 
in  the  discharge  of  the  important  duties  graciously  intrusted  to  us  by 
Your  Majesty,  it  will  be  more  than  ever  incumbent  on  us,  animated  by 
his  example  and  reverencing  his  memory,  to  continue  our  exertions  to 
perform  those  duties  to  Your  Majesty’s  satisfaction  ;  and  it  is  our  earnest 
prayer  that  Your  Majesty— soothed  by  the  remembrance  of  the  good 
d*  •  <ls  of  him  of  whom  Your  Majesty  has  been  thus  prematurely  bereft,  and 
of  the  life  devoted  by  him  to  assist  in  promoting  the  happiness  and  well¬ 
being  of  Your  Majesty’s  subjects — sustained  by  the  love  of  an  united 
family— and  strong  in  the  affections  of  a  prosperous  and  contented  people 
—may  derive  that  support  and  consolation  from  Almighty  God  which 
He  in  His  mercy  never  withholds  from  those  who  trust  in  Him. 

Given  under  our  Corporate  Seal,  at  the  Palace  of  Westminster,  this 
7th  day  of  February  1862. 


(l.s.)  Granville. 

Buccleuch. 

Buckingham  and  Chandos. 
Derby, 

Rosse. 

Russell. 

Palmerston. 

Portmax. 

Overstone. 

Taunton. 

G.  C.  Lewis. 

W  ILLIAM  COWPER. 

B.  Disraeli. 

1  nos.  Milner  Gibson. 

W.  E.  Gladstone. 

Kduar  A.  Bowrino,  secretary. 


Robert  Lowe. 

A.  Y.  Spearman. 

C.  Wentworth  Dilke. 
C.  L.  Eastlake. 
Charles  Lyell. 

R6d.  I.  Murchison. 
Thomas  Baring. 
Thomas  Bazley. 
Richard  Cobden. 
Thomas  Fairbairx. 
Thos.  F.  Gibson. 

John  Gott. 

John  Hawkshaw. 
Leonard  Horner. 
Henry'  Thring. 
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APPENDIX  B. 


Correspondence  on  the  Subject  of  the  Sale  to  Her  Majesty’s 
Government  of  the  Site  of  the  Exhibition  Building  of 
1862,  with  other  Documents  relating  thereto. 


(1.) 

SiR,  Whitehall,  20th  January  1863. 

With  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  took  place  last  year 
between  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  and  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  on  the  subject  of 
the  appropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  Kensington  Gore  Estate  to  public 
purposes,  I  am  directed  to  request  that  you  will  move  their  Lordships  to 
acquaint  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment  are  disposed  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  land  on  that  estate  that  was  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the  late 
Exhibition. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  Edgar  A.  Bowring. 


(2.) 

Treasury  Chambers,  20th  May  1863. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s 
Treasury  to  acquaint  you  that  they  have  caused  inquiry  to  be  made 
respecting  the  terms  on  which  the  interest  of  the  contractors  in  the 
building  erected  and  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  Exhibition  of  1862  can 
be  acquired,  and  likewise  respecting  the  probable  charge  of  such  altera¬ 
tions  and  improvements  as  would  be  necessary  in  order  to  adapt  the 
building  to  public  purposes,  and  that  these  inquiries  have  now  been 
brought  to  a  point  sufficiently  forward  to  enable  my  Lords  to  reply  to 
your  Secretary  s  letter  of  20th  January  last,  by  stating  that  they  are 
prepared  to  negotiate  with  you  for  the  purchase  of  the  land  on  which 
the  building  stands,  together  with  certain  of  its  appendages  belonging 
to  you. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  F.  Peel. 

Exhibition  of  1851. 
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(3.) 


Whitehall,  21st  May  1863. 

‘  IR’  i  AM  directed  by  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
of  1851  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant, 
stating,  in  reply  to  the  Commissioners’  communication  of  the  20th 
January  last,  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury 
are  prepared  to  negotiate  with  the  Commissioners  for  the  purchase  of 
the  land  on  which  the  building  erected  and  used  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Exhibition  of  1862  stands,  together  with  certain  of  its  appendages 


belonging  to  the  Commissioners. 

In  reply,  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury,  that,  assuming  their  Lordships  to  be  able  to  come  to  terms 
with  Messrs.  Kelk  and  Lucas,  the  contractors,  whose  property  the  Exhi- 
bition  Building  in  question  is.  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  are  on  their 
part  prepared  to  sell  to  Her  Majesty’s  Government  the  freehold  of  the 
site  of  the  building,  amounting  to  about  16  J  acres,  and  to  include  in 
such  sale  the  whole  of  the  permanent  structure,  considerably  exceeding 
1,000  feet  in  length,  used  as  refreshment  rooms  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Exhibition,  and  situated  between  the  building  and  the  gardens  of  the 
Royal  Horticultural  Society,  with  the  exception  of  the  central  portion  of 
about  800  feet  in  length,  those  refreshment  rooms,  together  with  the 
ground  on  which  they  stand,  being  the  sole  property  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners,  who  understand  them  to  be  the  appendages  referred  to  in  your 
letter. 

With  regard  to  the  price  to  be  asked  by  the  Commissioners  for  the 
above  property,  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  submit  the  following 
observations  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury : — 

As  respects  the  value  of  the  site  occupied  by  the  Exhibition  Building, 
the  Commissioners’  Surveyor  has  reported  to  them  that  it  cannot  be 
estimated  at  less  than  500/.  per  annum  per  acre,  or  8,250?.  per  annum  foi 
the  whole  plot  of  16 J  acres.  This  amount,  capitalised  at  the  low  rate  of 
30  years’  purchase,  represents  a  total  value  of  247,500/.,  or  at  31  years’ 
purchase  (the  price  already  obtained  for  some  of  the  Commissioners’ 
other  land),  255,750 1 


CIA  Wi, 


s  lespects  the  value  of  the  refreshment  rooms  above  spokei 
to  observe  that  the  Commissioners  have  expended  a  sum  exceedii 
10,000?.  in  the  erection  of  the  arcades,  in  and  upon  which  they  ha’ 
been  constructed,  and -that  an  additional  sum  of  about  30,000?.  w 
expended  in  the  erection  of  the  refreshment  rooms  themselves. 
an  on  which  they  stand  is  also  worth  a  very  considerable  sum,  and  ^ 
saeof  the  greater  part  of  them  to  Her  Majesty’s  Government  wou 
epnve  the  Commissioners  of  most  of  the  large  annual  income  wh« 
iey  nave  hitherto  anticipated  receiving  from  letting  stalls,  &c.  in  thei 
lU  COnneX1011  the  Horticultural  Gardens. 
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The  Lords  of  the  Treasury  will  also  he  aware  that  the  estate  is  subject 
to  certain  mortgages,  two  of  which,  amounting  together  to  nearly 
70,000 1.,  apply  especially  to  the  site  of  the  Exhibition  Building  and  of 
the  refreshment  rooms,  and  would  have  to  be  at  once  paid  off  by  Her 
Majesty’s  Commissioners,  to  enable  them  to  hand  over  the  property  now 
in  question  to  Her  Majesty’s  Government  free  of  all  encumbrance. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  however,  and  understanding 
that  Her  Majesty’s  Government  propose  to  devote  the  Exhibition  Build¬ 
ing,  if  purchased  by  them,  to  purposes  entirely  analogous  with  those  for 
which  the  estate  was  originally  obtained,  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners 
direct  me  to  state  their  readiness  to  sell  their  interest  in  the  whole  of 
the  property  above  mentioned  for  the  sum  of  120,OOOZ.,  it  being  of  course 
understood  that  all  the  expenses  of  every  kind  connected  with  the  sale 
shall  be  defrayed  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government.  The  cost  of  maintain¬ 
ing  the  moiety  of  the  roads  immediately  adjoining  the  building  would 
equally  be  payable  by  them  until  these  roads  are  taken  to  by  the  parish. 

In  the  event  of  the  property  in  question  being  made  over  to  Her 
Majesty’s  Government,  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  must  stipulate  that 
it  shall  be  permanently  used  “  for  purposes  connected  with  Science  or  the 
Arts ;  those  being  the  words  employed  in  the  Act  under  which  the 
Department  of  Science  and  Art  hold  the  portion  of  the  estate  now 
occupied  by  them. 

.  With  reference  to  the  central  portion  of  the  refreshment  rooms  pre¬ 
viously  spoken  of  as  excluded  from  the  arrangement,  it  will  of  course  be 
necessary  for  the  Commissioners  to  reserve,  in  the  interests  of  the  public, 
a  convenient  means  of  access  thereto  from  the  buildings  proposed  to  be 
purchased  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government,  in  such  manner  as  may  be 
hereafter  agreed  upon. 

Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  are  aware  that  the  terms  indicated  in 
this  letter  are  of  a  still  more  liberal  character  than  those  proposed  by 
them  on  a  former  occasion,  when  the  expediency  of  disposing  of  another 
portion  of  the  estate  for  public  purposes  was  under  their  consideration, 
whilst  the  loss  of  interest  sustained  by  them  in  the  mean  time  has  been 
considerable.  They  believe,  however,  this  liberality  on  their  part  to  be 
justified  by  the  unexpected  circumstances  under  which  an  opportunity 
has  presented  itself  of  obtaining  possession,  for  national  purposes  of  a 
building  originally  intended  to  be  otherwise  employed. 

Hex  Majesty’s  Commissioners  direct  me  to  state,  in  conclusion,  that 
they  feel  that  they  are  only  acting  in  accordance  with  the  trust  com¬ 
mitted  to  them  in  thus  consenting  to  facilitate  an  arrangement  proposed 
exclusively  with  a  view  to  the  public  interests,  and  which  is  in  entire 
harmony  with  the  objects  of  their  incorporation. 

m,  0  I  have,  &c. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  Edgar  A.  Bowrikg. 
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(4.) 


Treasury  Chambers,  25th  May  1863 


Mr  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Treasury  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Bowling’s  letter  of  the  21st 
instant,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  my  Lords  are  prepared  to  accept  your 
offer,  and  t6  purchase  at  the  price  of  120,000/.  the  ground  occupied  by 
the  Exhibition  Building  of  1862,  together  with  the  portion  of  the 
refreshment  rooms,  and  of  their  site,  described  in  Mr.  Bowring’s  letter 
and  they  will  propose  to  Parliament  forthwith  a  vote  for  such  portion  of 
the  price  as  is  necessary  to  meet  the  incumbrances  which  affect  the 
property,  with  a  -view  of  giving  effect  to  the  transfer  at  the  earliest 
practicable  time.  Their  Lordships  agree  to  bear  the  expenses  of  the 
transfer. 

They  also  undertake  that  an  access  shall  be  preserved  from  any  public 
establishments  which  may  be  placed  within  the  building  to  the  refresh¬ 
ment  rooms  which  you  propose  still  to  retain  ;  and  they  have  no  difficulty 
in  acceding  to  the  stipulation  made  by  you,  that  the  building,  which  it 
has  now  been  agreed  to  transfer,  shall  be  permanently  applied  to  purposes 
connected  with  Science  and  the  Arts. 

My  Lords  have  agreed  to  purchase  the  entire  interest  of  the  contrac¬ 
tors,  Messrs.  Kelk  and  Lucas,  in  the  building,  at  the  price  of  80,0001., 
subject,  of  course,  like  the  arrangement  with  you,  to  the  approval  of 
Parliament. 


I  am,  &c. 


The  Commissioners  for  the 
Exhibition  of  1851. 


Geo.  A.  Hamilton. 


Sir  S.  Morton  Peto,  Bart,  M.P.,  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 


t  oui.se,  understood  that  on  the  assent  of  Parliament  the  money 
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Mete“™y' details  not  referred  to  in  this  letter  I  shall  have 
minding  the  meeting  of  the  1851  Oomnnsstoner,  on 

I'liursday  to  arrange  them. 

I  am,  &c. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  W.  E.  Gladstone,  M.P.,  S.  Morton  Peto. 

&C.  &C.  &c. 


(6.) 

|The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  Sir  S.  Morton  Peto,  Bart.,  M.P. 

Iy  dear  Sir  M.  Peto,  Downing  Street,  19  th  May  18C3. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  in  which  you  accept,  on 
the  part  of  the  contractors  of  the  Exhibition  Building  of  1862,  the  offer 
bf  80,000?.  which  I  had  made  to  them  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  Parliament,  and  to  our  concluding  an  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  Commissioners  of  1851. 

In  tendering  this  sum  as  a  price  for  their  interest  in  the  building,  I 
vith  my  colleagues  believed  that  we  were  making,  and  indeed  going 
beyond,  a  most  liberal  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  materials  for  removal  ; 
but  I  do  not  the  less  admit  that  Messrs.  Kelk  and  Lucas  may  have 
made,  in  perfect  good  faith,  a  different  estimate  for  themselves  \  and  we 
entirely  appreciate  the  spirit  which  they  have  manifested,  not  only  by 
Ihe  acceptance,  but  by  the  prompt  acceptance  of  the  offer. 

I  The  Commissioners  of  1851  will,  I  hope,  on  Thursday,  determine  on 
Iheir  own  course ;  and  if  we  conclude  with  them,  I  expect  to  lay  esti¬ 
mates  before  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  day  when  it  reassembles 
alter  the  recess. 

I  agree,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  that  when  the  contractors 
me  prepared  to  hand  over  the  building,  and  when  the  vote  of  Parliament 

U  A™  °btf7eVhe  money  due  to  them  shall  be  paW  forth 
■  W  ith  respect  to  the  time  to  be  allowed  for  n  ,  .  °  , 

.roposal  to  Parliament  should  miscarry  that  is  n  Jemoval>  the 

presume  they  would  have  to  communicate’ with  the  Commf  ' 

have  no  authority  with  resnect  to  If  n  *  ,  Commissioners— we 

Moners  uot  to  allow  the  coubactom  mlsht  re9uest  Commie- 

rhlch  had  teen  spent  in  communication  1,,ij  ■(°n  ““i0”"1  of  a"y  time 
bon  of  the  building  by  the  Government  ‘  1V1  1  a  Vlew  l°  the  acquisi- 

Sep!m,te  letler  «“  have  due  consideration. 

I  remain,  &c. 

W.  E.  Gladstone. 
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Site. 


Conditions  in¬ 
fluencing  the 
building. 


(7-) 

A  Detailed  Statement,  prepared  by  Mr.  Hunt,  Surveyor  of  the  Office 
of  Works,  of  the  Sums  which  may  be  required  for  repairing,  altering, 
and  eventually  completing  the  Building  used  for  the  International 
Exhibition  of  1862. 

£ 

For  the  necessary  repairs  and  reinstatements  required 
to  make  the  building  thoroughly  and  permanently 
substantial  -  154,000 

For  the  conversion  of  glass  domes  into  solid  domes  -  40,000 

For  warming  and  ventilating  apparatus  -  -  30,000 

For  fire-proof  floors  to  the  picture  galleries  -  -  15,000 

For  completing  architecturally  the  exterior  parts  of 
the  building  -----  45,000 


Total  -  -  -  <£>284,000 


(8.) 

Estimate  prepared  by  Captain  Fowke  for  completing  the  Exhibition 
Building  according  to  his  published  Design. 

Observations  on  the  plans  prepared  for  the  International  Exhibition 
Building,  its  durability,  and  the  mode  of  completing  it  as  a  permanent 
museum. 

Site. 

1.  The  site  selected  for  the  Exhibition  Building  had  two  peculiarities: 
it  was  limited  on  three  sides  by  public  roads,  and  the  level  was  from 
four  to  eight  feet  below  that  of  the  roads  ;  it  was  also  bounded  on  the 
fourth  or  north  side  by  the  gardens  of  the  Horticultural  Society. 

The  whole  site  was  on  a  subsoil  of  solid  but  porous  gravel  and  sand, 
and  consequently,  even  without  artificial  drainage  (which,  however,  was 
abundantly  provided),  was  one  of  the  driest  in  the  Metropolis. 

Conditions  influencing  the  Building. 

w.  There  were  several  essential  conditions  in  the  present  Exhibition 
Building  distinguishing  it  from  other  exhibition  buildings,  which  exei- 
cised  a  material  influence  upon  the  design. 

firstly.  It  was  laid  down  as  a  principle  that  the  building  should  he 
*o  constructed  as  to  be  capable  of  being  rendered  permanent,  in  the  event 
ot  a  large  surplus  being  realised  by  the  Exhibition. 

Secondly.  Besides  the  usual  requirements  of  an  exhibition  building, 
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was  necessary  to  erect  picture  galleries  of  a  substantial  character,  secure 
from  the  evils  of  leakage,  and  of  alternations  of  temperature,  which  had 
been  experienced  in  the  Iron  Art  Treasures  Building  at  Manchester,  and 
at  the  same  time  more  safe  from  the  danger  of  fire  than  had  been  the 
case  in  a  building  devoted  to  the  reception  of  pictures  at  the  Pans 
Exhibition  of  1855. 

Thirdly.  It  was  considered  essential  that  large  spaces  should  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  ceremonials. 

And,  lastly,  it  was  desirable  to  attempt  to  remedy  some  of  the 
acknowledged  defects  of  former  exhibition  buildings ;  and  first,  among 
these,  to  avoid  the  exclusive  use  of  glass  as  a  covering  material,  as  in  the 
former  great  Exhibition  Buildings  of  Bondon  and  Paris. 


Lighting. 


3.  Glass  roofing  is  difficult  to  keep  water-tight,  and  in  summer 
necessitates  a  further  covering  as  a  protection  from  the  heat  and  glare 
of  the  sun  ;  and  the  light  thus  transmitted  through  a  semi-opaque 
medium,  however  suitable  in  some  cases,  is  dull  and  cloudy,  and  is 
wanting  in  the  concentration  and  brilliancy  which  are  essential  to  the 
proper  exhibition  of  a  large  class  of  objects.  In  the  present  building 
only  one-third  of  the  area  is  covered  with  glass  ;  this  amount  of  skylight 
is  necessary  for  the  sufficient  lighting  of  the  spaces  under  the  galleries, 
and  for  the  proper  exhibition  of  pictures  and  other  objects  for  which 
such  lighting  is  suitable.  The  remaining  portions  of  the  building  are 
covered  with  an  opaque  roofing,  and  either  lighted  from  the  glass-covered 
areas  already  described,  or,  as  in  the  case  of  the  nave  and  transepts,  by  a 
lofty  clerestory  which  enables  clear  light  to  be  always  admitted  from  the 
north  and  east,  and  gives  a  sufficiently  concentrated  light,  at  that  high 
angle  which  is  so  valuable  where  small  objects  in  delicate  relief  are  to  be 
iHfcbited,  and  the  suitability  of  which  for  such  objects  at  the  late 
Exhibition  was  universally  admitted  and  appreciated  by  exhibitors. 

4.  By  this  arrangement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  greatest  variety  of 
light  could  be  obtained  for  showing  different  classes  of  objects. 

Thus,  besides  the  picture  galleries,  with  top-light  regulated  in  quantity 
by  a  faxed  principle,  we  have — 


g.  The  nave  and  transepts  with  clerestory  light  at  a  high  angle 
2.  The  clerestory  light,  modified  both  as  to  quantity  and  anjle,'  in  t 
nave  galleries,  and  under  these  galleries. 

8.  The  diffused  light  of  the  calico-covered  glass  courts. 

-allerief  Cati°n  ^  ^  “  Hght  in  and  under  the  surround!] 
I  galleries'11^  "dudow  light  of  the  spaces  under  the 
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6  And  finally,  the  broad  blaze  of  daylight  under  the  domes. 

When  to  these  are  added  the  modifications  of  each  of  these  descrip 
tions  of  light,  both  as  to  quantity  and  tone,  by  the  accident  ofitsl0Ca, 
position  and  aspect,  it  will  be  seen  that  is  difficult  to  find  any  quality  of 
lighting  that  cannot  be  obtained  within  this  building. 

By  reducing  the  quantity  of  skylight  in  the  building,  the  leakage  was 
greatly  diminished,  as  shown  by  the  experience  of  last  year,  and  the 
temperature  of  the  building  was  completely  under  control. 

Walls. 

5.  The  glass  and  wood  in  the  external  walls,  however  suitable  for  a 
building  in  the  middle  of  a  park,  or  in  its  own  grounds,  was  clearly 
inadmissible  when  in  immediate  contact  with  a  public  thoroughfare, 
where  it  would  have  been  liable  to  accidents  from  fire  and  other 
causes. 

Galleries. 

6.  It  was  necessary  to  have  a  large  amount  of  gallery  space  in  the 
Exhibition  Building  to  compensate  for  the  limited  extent  of  site,  and  in 
determining  the  width  of  gallery,  advantage  was  taken  of  the  experience 
gained  in  former  exhibitions. 

7.  The  galleries  had  been  found  to  be  inconveniently  narrow  in  the 
1851  building,  and  the  French  consequently  increased  them  in  Paris  to  a 
width  of  100  feet ;  the  space  beneath  these  was,  however,  very  deficient 
in  light,  and  consequently  difficult  of  arrangement.  Something  like  a 
mean  between  the  two  was  now  adopted,  the  principal  galleries  being 
50  feet  in  width.  This  proved  to  be  a  convenient  width  for  arrange¬ 
ment,  and  not  too  wide  to  allow  of  the  underneath  space  being  properly 
lighted. 

Refreshment  Building. 

8.  The  desirableness  of  having  a  separate  building  as  refreshment 
rooms  was  also  made  manifest  in  1851,  and  a  range  of  buildings,  espe¬ 
cially  adapted  to  this  purpose,  was  accordingly  now  for  the  first  time 
made  an  integral  part  of  the  design. 


Rave. 

J.  It  was  considered  desirable  that  the  central  passage  or  nave  of  fie 
Exhibition  should  be  considerably  wider  than  that  of  the  1851  building, 
and  an  increased  width  of  13  feet  was  given,  making  it  85  feet  instea 
o  2  ,  it  was  thus  necessarily  kept  of  a  greater  height,  namely,  100  feet, 
ms  ead  of  64.  The  nave  roof  also,  instead  of  being  flat,  as  in  the  18 
m  mg,  was  constructed  of  the  ordinary  form  supported  internal^  ) 
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preserving  the  form  of  the  arch  in  perspective. 


Original  Design. 


j„.  As  the  building  was  originally  designed  it  consisted,  besides  the  original  de- 
jMsont  nave,  two  transepts,  and  glass  courts,  of  a  great  central  hall  s'gQ' 
which  was  designed  to  be  peculiarly  suitable  for  great  ceremonials.  The 
dimensions  of  this  hall  were  600  feet  by  200  and  200  high  clear  space, 
and  it  was  of  such  a  form  as  would  have  been  well  suited  for  great 
cal  performances. 

ie  towers  on  the  south  front  then  formed  part  of  a  composition  of 
h  the  great  hall  was  the  centre,  and  the  east  and  west  fronts  were 
ed  up  to  the  same  height  as  the  south  front,  the  two  ends  of  the 
nave  forming  the  centres  respectively  of  these  fronts. 

■Various  additions  were  from  time  to  time  suggested  and  made. 

Among  others  the  unit  was  increased  from  24  to  25  feet,  and  it  was  at 
thii  period  that  the  width  of  the  nave  was  increased  from  72  to  85  feet, 
anq  a  corresponding  increase  of  height  rendered  necessary.  The  picture 
galleries  were  also  raised  to  the  first  floor  with  a  view  of  obtaining  more 
space,  and  were  made  more  solid  and  permanent  in  character. 


Cost. 

Il .  1  he  result  of  all  these  additions  and  increases  was  that  the  lowest 


Methods  of  Reduction. 


Jr:  The,firsfc  course  that  suggested  itself 


was  to  keep  the  great  hall  Methods  of  rc- 
to  return  to  the  arrange-  duction* 
ground  floor;  and  to  con- 


duction. 
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the  building  intact  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  sacrifice  the  outside  of  the 

building  by  stripping  it  of  everything  m  the  shape  of  ornament  or  super, 
fluity  °  Among  other  reductions  the  east  and  west  fronts  were  Were,] 
to  their  present  heights,  and  the  height  of  the  picture  galleries  was  also 
slightly  diminished. 

14.  The  loss  of  the  centre  hall  as  the  great  feature  of  the  building  was 
much  regretted  by  the  Commissioners,  and  as  the  necessity  of  a  We 
space  suitable  for  ceremonials  was  strongly  urged,  it  was  proposed  atone 
of  the  meetings  of  the  Commission  that  the  points  of  intersection  of  the 
nave  and  transepts  might  be  widened  out  and  covered  with  domes,  which 
being  covered  with  glass  would  give  the  effect  of  contrast  to  the  clerestory 
lighting  of  the  nave. 

15.  The  difference  of  level  between  the  floors  of  the  domes  and  that  of 
the  rest  of  the  building  arose  in  this  way ;  the  site  of  the  building  is  from 
four  to  eight  feet  below  the  level  of  the  adjoining  roads  ;  to  obtain  a 
proper  relative  level  for  the  floor  of  the  building  would  have  involved 
the  necessity  of  raising  the  entire  building  six  feet  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  4,000£.  per  foot,  or  an  extra  expense  of  24,000 1. ;  this,  of  course,  was 
to  be  avoided  if  possible,  and  as  a  means  of  getting  rid  of  the  unpleasant 
effect  of  descending  at  once  on  entering  the  building,  the  expedient  was 
devised  of  raising  the  large  spaces  under  the  domes  to  the  proper  level, 
and  by  this  means  not  only  to  neutralize  the  defect  just  mentioned,  but 
to  make  it  a  means  of  giving  a  greater  emphasis  to  these  places  of 
ceremonial. 

Permanency. 

16.  In  making  all  these  reductions  nothing  would  have  been  easier 
than  to  have  left  out  all  brickwork  and  permanent  material,  and  to  have 
finished  the  building  externally  with  glass,  iron,  wood,  and  plaster ;  it 
might  then  have  been  tricked  out  with  cheap  materials  in  such  a  way  as 
to  have  been  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  so  to  have  courted  and  perhaps 
won  popularity ;  but  throughout  the  whole  course  of  designing,  altering, 
and  reducing,  the  one  principle  originally  laid  down  was  never  lost  sight 
of,  namely — 

17.  In  all  the  essentials  of  a  great  building  never  to  substitute  tem¬ 
porary  materials  for  permanent  construction,  but  rather  employ  the 
means  disposable  to  get  constructed  as  much  as  possible  of  the  skeleton 
of  the  building,  and  that  in  the  most  suitable  form  for  hereafter  receiving 
the  remainder  of  the  permanent  clothing.  The  rule  followed  in  all  cases 
w  as  to  construct  a  half-finished  permanent,  instead  of  a  finished  teffl 
poisuy,  building ;  to  leave  out  rather  than  reduce,  as  a  part  left  out  may 
a  ways  be  added,  but  a  column,  a  wall,  or  a  girder  once  reduced  to a 

emporary  scale  of  dimensions  and  strength,  cannot  afterwards  he  easi} 
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increased  or  strengthened  ;  thus  the  iron-work  was  all  kept  to  a  much 
more  permanent  standard  than  had  been  the  case  in  other  buildings  of  a 
similar  character ;  the  use  of  glass  as  a  roofing  was  avoided  as  much  as 
possible  and  the  large  amount  of  opaque  roofing  was  prepared  for  a  per¬ 
manent  covering,  and  then  covered  temporarily  with  felt,  over  which  the 
former  could  at  once  be  added. 

18.  It  is  this  sacrifice  of  temporary  appearance  to  permanent  utility 
which  lias  enabled  critics  to  raise  a  storm  of  unpopularity  from  which 

t  e  buildup  has  never  recovered.  Perhaps  a  little  more 
saciifice  to  public  opinion  in  this  respect  would  have  been  wiser  policy, 
and  it  might  have  been  well  to  have  better  considered  the  proverbial 
danger  of  allowing  a  half-finished  work  to  be  seen  by  indiscriminate 
spectators. 

Design  for  Completion. 

19.  This  paper  is  accompanied  by  two  photographs  taken  from  the  Design  for 
original  drawings  exhibited  at  the  Royal  Academy,  and  illustrate  a  comI)1(-‘t‘on. 
design  for  the  external  completion  and  decoration  of  the  building.  At 

first  sight  the  change  seems  so  great  that  persons  are  disposed  to  pro¬ 
nounce  the  work  a  re -construction,  but  a  little  further  inspection  will 
show  that  there  is  scarcely  an  addition,  and  that  even  the  alterations  are 
comparatively  trifling. 

Style. 

20.  The  style  adopted  is  that  of  the  French  renaissance,  or  Francis  I, 
which  has  of  late  years  received  much  favour  in  this  country,  and  which 
has  been  adopted  as  uniting  a  certain  amount  of  Gothic  freedom  with  the 
classical  grandeur  of  proportion  and  unity  which  are  so  essential  in 
public  buildings  of  such  magnitude  and  importance. 

Cromvjell  Road  Front. 

21.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  floor  line  of  the  picture  gallery  has  been 
taken  as  the  top  of  a  deep  basement  which  runs  round  the  building  ;  on 
this,  between  the  great  arched  panels,  stand  engaged  columns  reaching  to 
the  present  cornice  of  the  building,  which,  in  fact,  becomes  the  cornice  of 
the  order,  a  low  balustraded  parapet  on  this  cornice  forms  the  only 
addition  in  height  to  a  great  portion  of  the  building. 

22.  In  the  case  of  the  towers  an  addition  of  only  25  feet  to  the 
masonry  gives  sufficient  height  for  a  second  order  with  its  parapet;  above 
which  rises  a  high  French  truncated  roof  with  ornamented  dormers  and 
enriched  cresting ;  a  recessed  screen  wall  on  the  second  story  connects 
at  the  same  time  the  two  adjacent  towers  into  wings,  and  forms  an  end 
wall  to  the  transept. 
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oo  The  only  addition  to  this  front  is  in  the  centre,  where  a  second 

J  J  n _ 4-Vw-k  +Anrpr«  is  raised  f»n  <vna  V*ov 


9q  The  only  addition  tu  «u»  - -  .  .  _  '  w 

Jr,  correspond^  to  those  of  the  towers,  .s  msed  on  on,  b»y  .f  a, 
on  eaeh  side  of  the  centre  building.  This  was 
L  crive  the  centre  the  proper  preponderance  in  quantity  over  the  wings; 
pentre  is  roofed  with  a  square-domed  mansard  roof,  treated  in 

harmony  with  the  roofs  of  the  towers  . 

24  On  the  east  and  west  fronts  the  original  design  is  returned  to,  by 
carrying  up  the  reduced  picture  galleries  to  the  height  of  those  on  the 
south  front,  with  the  same  treatment.  The  centre  of  these  fronts  is  made 
to  encroach  on  the  flanks  to  the  extent  of  one  bay  at  each  side,  and  a 
second  story  enables  the  cornice  to  be  carried  uninterruptedly  over  the 
great  east  and  west  arched  recesses,  and  forms  a  mass  sufficiently  great  to 
give  support  to  the  dome. 


Domes . 

25.  The  domes  are  retained  of  their  present  form,  but  somewhat 
altered  in  character.  The  finials  are  removed,  and  a  deep  drum  is  built 
round  the  base,  whilst  the  dome  itself  is  covered  with  lead  and  treated 
with  an  enriched  cresting  and  bold  ribs,  as  in  the  square  domical  roof  of 
the  French  style.  By  doubling  the  northern  towers  of  these  fronts  the 
present  temporary  ends  of  the  transepts  are  covered  and  the  building 
completed,  as  seen  from  the  north. 

Ground  Plan. 

26.  In  the  accompanying  ground  plan  is  shown  the  proposed  method 
of  dealing  with  the  interior,  so  as  to  adapt  it  for  permanent  occupation 
as  a  museum.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  domes  are  enclosed  and  nude 
into  separate  halls,  while  the  nave  and  the  several  arms  of  the  transepts 
are  each  enclosed  as  a  distinct  apartment. 

Proposed  Removal  of  Courts. 

27.  In  dividing  the  building  by  interior  walls,  an  economical  and  con 
venient  arrangement  would  be  to  convert  all  the  glass-covered  corn 
into  open  air  spaces.  The  present  roofs  of  these  courts  are  of  glass  a 
wood  of  a  temporary  construction,  and  would  require  a  consider 
expenditure  to  render  them  permanent,  and  as  it  is  probable  that  on )  ^ 
part  of  the  building  will  be  at  once  occupied,  it  is  proposed  to  iel^  _ , 
the  interior  columns  and  girders,  and  principals,  and  to  leave 
courts  as  open  spaces ,  which  would  be  extremely  valuable  foi  ven^ 
and  could  be  occupied  entirely,  or  in  part,  as  occasion  might  i  ecl1111 
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Present  State  of  the  Building. 

28.  The  building  is  in  suitable  order  for  adaptation  and  completion. 
The  drainage  is  ample ,  and  the  ground  under  the  building  is,  and  has 
always  been,  perfectly  dry.  The  foundations  are  all  brick  and  concrete, 
down  to  the  solid  gravel.  The  walls  are  most  substantial.  The  iron 
work  has  more  than  necessary  strength.  All  statements  made  to  the 
contrary  are  opposed  to  facts. 


Estimates. 

29.  For  the  design  for  completing  the  building  externally,  careful  Estimates, 
estimates  have  been  made,  which  are  here  appended  in  three  forms, 
according  to  the  material  employed. 

The  first  is  entirely  in  Portland  stone. 

The  second  is  for  Portland  stone  as  the  predominating  material,  but 
employing  Ransome’s  siliceous  stone  wherever  carving  or  enrichment  is 

required. 

To  these  a  third  has  been  added  for  executing  the  work  in  Portland 
cement  or  stucco,  but  this  is  done  merely  for  comparison.  I  should 
lament  extremely  the  use  of  such  a  material. 

Estimated  cost  of  completing  exterior : — 

£ 

1.  In  Portland  stone  -  230,000 

2.  Portland  stone,  with  enrichment  of  sili¬ 

ceous  stone  -  187,000 

3.  In  Portland  cement  -  127,000 

In  these  sums  the  arched  panels  are  taken  as  plain,  but  they  might  be 
filled  in  with  mosaics  or  frescoes  if  desired,  as  shown  in  the  drawings. 


Cost  of  Entire  Building  completed  Externally  and  Internally. 

30.  The  entire  cost  of  the  building  to  the  public  would  then  stand  Total  cost  of 


thus: — 


Payment  to  Messrs.  Kelk  and  Lucas 
Mr.  Hunt’s  estimate  for  solidifying  (deducting 
his  estimate  for  stuccoing  the  exterior,  viz., 

45,000?.)  - 

Present  estimate  for  exterior,  in  Portland  stone, 
according  to  the  accompanying  design 

Total  - 


£ 

80,000 

completing  ex¬ 
ternally  and 
internally. 

239,000 

230,000 

549,000 

This  will  give  a  cost  of  2\d.  per  cubic  foot,  and  the  building  will  be  in 
all  respects  as  permanent  as  the  British  Museum,  the  cost  of  which  was 

about  Is.  per  cubic  foot. 


52 


APPENDIX  B. 


Cost  exclusive 
of  glass  courts. 


Cost  exclusive  of  Glass  Courts. 

31.  If  the  glass  courts  were  pulled  down  as  suggested,  there  would  h 
a  saving  in  Mr.  Hunt’s  estimate  for  solidifying,  heating,  flooring,  k.r 
probably  not  less  than  80,000?.,  and  the  estimate  would  then'  stan 
thus : — 

£ 

Payment  to  Messrs.  Kelk  and  Lucas  -  -  80,000 

Mr.  Hunt’s  estimate  reduced  by  deducting  the 
cost  of  exterior  and  the  probable  cost  of  solidi¬ 
fying  and  heating  the  portions  covered  with 
glass  ....  -  159,000 

Estimate  for  finishing  the  exterior  in  Portland 

stone  according  to  the  accompanying  design  -  230,000 

469,000 

Which  will  give  a  rate  of  rather  less  than  3d.  per  cubic  foot. 

This  is  exclusive  of  the  large  mosaic  pictures,  which  would,  if  executed, 
entail  a  further  expenditure  of  30,000?. 

Total  Cost. 

Thus,  for  less  than  half  a  million,  a  decorated  building  in  Portland 
stone,  ornamented  with  mosaic  pictures,  would  be  secured,  capable  of 
holding  all  that  is  likely  to  be  required  at  present,  and  with  open  spaces 
for  present  ventilation  and  for  future  extension.  It  would  be  tie 
cheapest  decorated  public  structure  in  London. 

Francis  Fowke. 

June  1863. 


(9-) 

Report  from  the  Surveyor  of  the  Office  of  Her  Majesty  s  \\  obk. 
and  Public  Buildings,  explanatory  of  the  Estimate  of  the  CoaU- 
Completing  the  Exhibition  Buildings  at  Kensington  Gore,  • 
rendering  them  permanently  substantial. 

The  International  Exhibition  Building,  Kensington 
Sir,  Office  of  Works,  19th  June  ^ 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  First  Commissioner 
Majesty’s  Works,  that  I  should  give  him  a  general  outline  o 
of  the  works  comprised  in  my  estimates  and  specification  01  ^ 

and  reinstatements  of  this  building,  I  have  the  honoui  to  su 

following  statement:—  "  .  Exhibition  ^ 

The  brick  building  in  Cromwell  Eoad,  used  during  t  ie  ^  ^ 
1862  as  a  gallery  for  pictures,  is  a  substantial  structure.  .  e^jierS  of  * 
ever,  requires  to  be  repaired,  and  the  skylights  replaced  wi 


03 

appendix  b. 

rnger  character  gbrt  *»  rider  to 

I;,;,.;,',;,,,,  .La  .  * ». «*«*«»  »f  ta* 

s  on  iron  Orders  under  the  present  floor, 
iw  remain.  Irr  of  the  buildings  are  partly  permanent  and  partly  tern- 
,rv  in  their  construction.  The  iron  columns  and  girders,  and  the  iron 
of  the  roofs,  will  remain  permanently,  with  some  adjustments  anc 
ificati.Mi'  The  timbers  of  the  roofs,  as  well  as  the  skylights,  are, 

,  the  exception  of  the  roofs  over  the  nave  and  transepts,  of  a  tern- 
irv  character,  and  it  is  proposed  to  remove  them,  substituting  new 
•••rs  with  a  covering  of  slate  or  marine  metal.  The  skylights  will  be 
Jy  new,  and  the  glass  in  them  will  be  of  the  quality  known  as  the 
mce  dieet.  The  roofs  over  the  nave  and  transepts  will  be  slated, 
the  gutters  throughout  will  be  lined  with  lead  ;  and  the  skylight, 
i,  ridges,  and  hips  will  be  covered  with  lead, 
joists  and  floor  boards  of  the  galleries  will  be  removed,  and 
itantinl  new  floors  will  be  substituted. 

,Jie  whole  of  the  ground  floors  throughout  the  entire  building  will  be 
loved.  A  layer  of  concrete  12  inches  thick  will  then  be  laid  over  the 
surface,  and  a  new  floor  constructed,  with  new  materials.  The 
will  be  of  the  best  fir  timber ;  the  sleepers  will  be  of  oak,  on  proper 
v  alls,  built  on  the  concrete  platform  before  described,  and  the  floor 
i'  will  be  1J  inch  thick,  planed,  and  put  together  with  iron  tongues. 
11  ceilings  throughout,  except  the  nave  and  transept,  will  be 

•  r<  <1  ns  will  also  the  brick  walls  within  the  building. 

complete  system  of  drainage  was  constructed  when  the  buildings 

•  erected.  They  will,  however,  require  to  be  repaired,  and  in  parts 
d. 

ntli  r.  gard  to  the  domes,  it  is  proposed  to  build  piers  of  brickwork 
^•ilid  concrete  foundation,  and  to  construct  brick  arches  springing 
<h.  piers.  The  lower  portion  of  the  domes  will  then  be  filled  in 

'  '  "\"rk  <-'"verc<l  externally  with  lead,  and  the  upper  portion  will 

:  az.-d  with  thick  glass. 

'! VntT  lrrtST.°f  the  brickw°rk’  induding  the  P^rs  and  arches, 

Id  it  in  witlTthe  brickwork.^1  °P°Sed  *  ^  but  to 

;  \ ' !l  < '  ""I'letion  architecturally  of  the  exterior  of  the  buildi™ 

such  an  tLat  existing  Clines  should  be  preserve | 

purposes  town  ^°™tl0n  lntroduced  as  may  be  consistent  with 

r«  >U,ld'“S  U  40  be  The  material  to  be 

«,«•  J  to  f  ”  thf  n?*-  >S  “  See”IC<i  ‘°  be  “  unneceg! 

'ending  mansion.  and  bu'"l  v'°S  “.Peci»Uy  as  all  the 

“  and  buddings  are  of  the  less  expensive  material. 
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These  are  the  more  important  works  contemplated  by  me ;  but  there 
are  others  of  a  minor  description,  which  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  specifi¬ 
cation  and  estimate  already  presented  to  the  First  Commissioner. 

The  estimates  I  have  made  of  these  several  works  are  the  result  of 
measurements  in  detail,  and  the  value  I  have  put  upon  each  part  wifi  to 
amply  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost. 

The  warming  and  ventilating  apparatus  is  an  approximate  estimate 
only ;  but  I  have  a  confident  belief  that  the  sum  I  have  stated  will  he 
sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

Henry  A.  Hunt. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Office  of  Works. 


(10.) 

Reports  by  Mr.  Fowler  on  the  International  Exhibition  Buildings 

at  Kensington  Gore. 

(A.) 

Sir,  2,  Queen  Square  Place,  Westminster,  24th  June  1863. 

I  HAVE,  as  you  requested,  examined  the  Exhibition  building  at 
South  Kensington,  and  the  estimates  which  have  been  laid  before  Par¬ 
liament  by  Mr.  Hunt  for  works  connected  with  its  repair  and  permanent 
completion. 

The  building  is  constructed  upon  a  natural  foundation  of  sand  and 
gravel  of  considerable  thickness,  and  it  is  drained  by  a  simple  but 
effective  arrangement  of  earthenware  pipes  into  the  sewers  of  the  three 
streets  or  roads  which  bound  the  building  on  three  of  its  sides. 

I  find  that  the  foundations  of  the  brick  walls  and  iron  columns  which 
form  the  structural  portion  of  the  building  are  composed  of  good  concrete 
of  adequate  width  and  thickness,  and  that  the  brickwork  and  ironwork 
throughout  the  building  are  of  sound  quality. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  estimate  for  reparation  and  Perina 
nent  works,  but  before  doing  so,  I  will  give  some  other  figures  wte1 
appear  to  me  to  be  important  for  the  guidance  of  those  who  have  to 
decide  this  question : 

1st.  The  value  of  the  present  building,  or  rather  the  cost  at  which 
could  be  erected. 

2nd.  The  cost  of  maintaining  it  for  a  short  period  without  rncuimi- 
any  expenditure  for  its  improvement.  ^ 

I  estimate  the  cost  of  erecting  a  building  precisely  similar  10  ® 
existing  one  as  it  now  stands  (the  annexes  being  removed),  n®**  • 
.most  favourable  conditions  for  economy,  viz.,  adequate  time  an 
[petition,  at  300,000£. 
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I  estimate  the  cost  of  such  repairs  and  maintenance  as  will  suffice  to 
keep  io  building  safe  and  dry  for  a  period  of  three  years,  without  any 
expenditure  for  permanent  works,  as  follows ^ 

Cost  of  repairs  now  required  -  2)000 

Annual  charge  of  maintenance  -  -  1,500 

The  first  item  in  Mr.  Hunt’s  estimate  is  154,000?.,  “  for  the  necessaiy 
repairs  and  re-instatements  required  to  make  this  building  thoroughly 
and  permanently  substantial.” 

The  works  included  in  this  amount  have  been  prepared  from  detailed 
specifications  and  particulars  which  have  been  placed  in  my  hands. 

The  quantities  I  have  not  checked  in  detail,  but  from  Mr.  Hunt’s  great 
experience,  he  is  not  likely  to  make  any  mistake  in  this  branch  of  his 
estimate  ;  they  present  every  appearance  of  care  and  accuracy,  and  my 
general  examination  enables  me  to  say  that  no  error  of  importance  has 
been  ooknmitted. 

I  have,  however,  carefully  examined  the  prices  in  detail,  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  from  my  knowledge  of  the  value  of  similar  work 
in  London,  that  they  are  perfectly  fair  and  sufficient  prices. 

Mrfeunt  proposes  to  commence  the  preparation  of  the  ground  for  his 
per  moment  works  by  a  layer  of  concrete  over  the  whole  surface,  which 
will  secure  perfect  dryness  to  the  building,  and  provide  a  foundation  on 
whiclimay  be  built  ’all  dwarf  brick  walls  at  present  required  for  the 
support  of  the  new  floor,  and  also  any  interior  walls  which  may  be 
required  at  any  future  time. 

1  have  examined  this  part  of  the  design  with  especial  care,  because  I 
understand  a  suggestion  has  been  made  to  construct  a  vaulted  basement 
over  the  whole  area  of  the  building  below  the  ground  floor. 

If  the  object  be  merely  to  provide  permanent  foundations,  dryness, 
and  ventilation,  the  work,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Hunt,  is  as  efficient  • 
without  a  vaulted  basement  as  with  it ;  but  if  a  vaulted  basement  be 
required  for  any  special  purpose,  and  this  purpose  is  worth  the  expendi¬ 
ture  (which  from  the  large  area  of  the  building  does  not  seem  probable), 
it  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  provision  for  additional  accommodation. 

The  extra  cost  of  the  vaulted  basement  would  be  170,000Z. 

The  remaining  items  in  Mr.  Hunt’s  estimate  are  as  follows 

WS  £ 

■Tor  the  conversion  of  glass  domes  into  solid  domes  -  40,000 

^■or  warming  and  ventilating  apparatus  -  -  30,000 

^■or  fire-proof  floors  to  the  picture  galleries  -  -  1 5?000 

Bor  completing  architecturally  the  exterior  parts  of 
I  the  building  _ 


-  45,000 


Total 


-  £  130,000 
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With  respect  to  these  works,  it  is  manifest  that  until  Parliament  has 
decided  upon  the  appropriation  of  the  building,  and  designs  have  been 
prepared  to  carry  out  such  decision,  it  will  be  impossible  to  prepare  full 
details,  or  possess  the  means  of  making  exact  estimates  ;  hut  if  for  finan. 
eial  or  other  considerations  it  is  desirable  to  have  approximate  fig^ 
I  believe  this  amount  of  130,000Z.  will  be  sufficient  for  the  objects 
indicated,  provided  all  extravagance  in  architectural  ornament  and 
decoration  be  dispensed  with. 

I  enclose  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Kelk  and  Lucas  offering  the  corrobora- 
tion  of  a  contract  to  the  estimates  I  have  given. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  John  Fowler. 

First  Commissioner  of  Her  Majesty’s  Works 
and  Public  Buildings. 


Dear  Sir,  24th  June  1863. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry,  we  beg  to  say  that  we  are  prepared,  if 
requested  to  do  so,  to  enter  into  contracts  as  follows  : — 

1st.  To  put  and  keep  the  Exhibition  building  in  proper  and  reasonable 
repair,  without  permanent  works,  for  a  period  of  three  years,  for  a  sum 
of  2,000?.  paid  down,  and  1,500?.  per  annum. 

2nd.  To  execute  the  works  “  for  the  necessary  repairs  and  reinstate¬ 
ments  required  to  make  the  building  thoroughly  and  permanently  sub¬ 
stantial,”  according  to  the  specifications  and  details  which  have  been 
shown  to  us  for  the  sum  of  154,000?. 

We  are,  &c. 

Kelk  and  Lucas. 


(B.) 

Sir,  2,  Queen  Square  Place,  Westminster,  30th  June  18Go. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  made  an  exaunna 
tion  of  the  Exhibition  building,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  “  its  value  m 
materials  only/' 

The  value  of  the  old  materials  necessarily  depends  in  a  considerable 
degree  upon  the  time  which  could  be  given  for  their  removal,  but 
may  be  safely  assumed  that  50,000?.  would  be  obtained  for  them  if  ^ 
months  could  be  given  for  their  removal,  and  60,000?.  if  18  months  cou 
be  given,  and  a  somewhat  larger  amount  if  the  period  were  extende 

I  am, 

The  Right  Honourable  the  John  Fowled 

First  Commissioner  of  Her  Majesty's  Works 
and  Public  Buildings. 

o 
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(11.) 

-  Whitehall,  18th  June  1863. 

I  With  reference  to  the  recent  vote  of  67,000?.  on  account,  towards 
the  purchase  of  land,  &c.  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  the 
Exhibition  of  1851,  and  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  May  on  the  subject 
of  that  purchase,  I  am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  to  request  that 
you  will  move  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty  s  Treasury  to 
nriyk  directions  for  the  immediate  payment  of  the  sum  in  question  to  the 
soohunt  of  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  at  the  Wbstern  Branch  of  the 
Bank  of  England  in  Burlington  Gardens,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
able  to  take  the  necessary  steps,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  to  apply 
thelsum  to  the  redemption  of  the  incumbrances  of  50,000?.  and  17,000?. 
■■pctively  affecting  the  property,  the  interest  payable  by  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  on  such  incumbrances  constituting  a  serious  charge  on  their 
resources,  from  which  they  desire  to  be  relieved  without  delay. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  Edgar  A.  Bowring. 


(12.) 

Treasury  Chambers,  Whitehall,  S.W., 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  22nd  June  1863. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Bowring’s  letter  of  18tli  instant,  I  am 
commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to 
acquaint  you  that  the  Paymaster-General  has  been  authorized  to  pay  to 
account  at  the  Bank  of  England  (Western  Branch)  the  sum  of 
67,000/.  on  account  of  purchase  money  of  certain  land,  &c.,  the  site  of 
the  International  Exhibition  of  1862. 

I  am,  &c. 

To  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  Geo.  A.  Hamilton. 

■for  the  Exhibition  of  1851. 


Sir, 


T  *„  ,  ,  ,  _  „  .  Whitehall,  20th  June  1863. 

f  d"ected  by  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  in 

che  acceptance  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Kfc  yS  I  reasuiT  of  the  offer  contained  in  the  Commissioners’  letter  of 

for  tl,e  sum  of  I2M0M  ^ 
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•  ,  r  ™adc  bv  the  Commissioners,  that  the  building,  which  it 

shpuktio  yeed  tQ  tl.ansfer,  shall  be  permanently  applied  to 

haS  s  connected  with  Science  and  the  Arts,”  I  am  to  request  that 
PU1P°S<11  call  their  Lordships’ attention  to  the  fact  that  the  exact  stipula- 
in  the  Oommissionerf  letter  was  that  their  «  property, ■ 
ken  of  Herein  as  included  in  the  proposed  sale,  should  he  permanently 
applied  in  the  manner  mentioned  by  you,  such  property  including 
(besides  the  refreshment  rooms)  the  site  of  the  Exhibition  Budding,  but 
not  that  building  itself,  which  is  the  sole  property  of  the  contractors. 

As  the  word  “building”  was  doubtless  inserted  by  accident  in  your 
letter  instead  of  the  word  “property,”  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners 
desire  to  place  this  statement  upon  record,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
possible  misunderstanding  hereafter  as  to  the  exact  nature  of  the  arrange¬ 
ment  entered  into  on  the  subject;  and  they  request  that  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury  will  have  the  goodness  to  favour  them  with  an  intimation 
that  the  stipulation  in  question  is  understood  by  them  in  the  sense  above 
indicated. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  Edgar  A.  Bowring, 


(14.) 

Treasury  Chambers,  25th  June  1863. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Bowring’s  letter  of  the  20tli  instant, 
relative  to  the  proposed  sale  to  Her  Majesty’s  Government  of  the  site  at 
present  occupied  by  the  Exhibition  building  of  1862,  I  am  directed  by 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  acquaint  you  that 
the  passage  quoted  in  Mr.  Bowring’s  letter  from  the  Treasury  letter  of 
the  25th  ultimo  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  site,  which  is  you1 
property. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851.  &  ^EEE‘ 


(«.) 

Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  29th  June  186  •  ^ 

With  reference  to  the  communications  which  have  taken  pa°e 
between  this  Board  and  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of 
in  relation  to  the  purchase  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government  of  16£  acres  o 
land  on  which  the  buildings  erected  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  x  ^ 
bition  of  1862  now  stand,  I  am  desired  by  the  Lords  Commissioners^ 
Her  Majesty’s  Treasury  to  point  out  that  it  appears  to  be  desira  f  s 
provide  for  the  possible  termination  of  the  lease,  under  which  the  ar 
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tvvi  vO  itvi/v  j  ^  ^  •  .  • 

submit  this  matter  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 


I  am,  &c. 


The  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Exhibition  of  1851. 


F.  Peel. 


(16.) 


Sir, 


Whitehall,  30th  June  1863. 


I  AM  directed  by  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
of  1851  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant  in 
which,  on  behalf  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury, 
you  request  the  Commissioners  to  consider  the  desirability  of  providing 


for  the  possible  termination  of  the  lease  under  which  the  Gardens  of  the 


Horticultural  Society  are  now  held  by  that  Society,  so  as  to  secure  in 
such  case  that  nothing  shall  be  done  to  affect  injuriously,  in  respect  of 
light  and  air,  any  buildings  which  may  be  erected  on  the  portion  of  the 
Kensington  Gore  Estate  lately  purchased  from  the  Commissioners  by 
Her  Majesty’s  Government. 

In  reply,  I  am  directed  to  state,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordships, 
that,  with  a  view  of  avoiding  all  difficulties  with  regard  to  the  matters 
referred  to  in  your  letter,  and  of  giving  full  security  to  the  public  in 
reference  thereto,  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  will  consent  to  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  such  clauses  into  the  deed  of  conveyance  to  the  Government 
of  the  property  just  purchased  by  them  as  will  effectually  provide  against 
any  apprehended  injury  in  those  respects. 

It  appears  to  the  Commissioners  that  such  clauses  should  provide  as 
follows : — 


1st.  That,  in  the  event  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  Horticultural 
Gardens  ceasing  to  be  used  for  that  purpose  in  consequence  of  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  existing  lease  to  the  Horticultural  Society,  no  buildings 
shall  be  erected  on  the  said  ground  so  near  the  land  purchased  by  the 
Government  as  to  injuriously  affect  the  light  or  air  in  the  Hm MiW*. 


3rd.  That  if  any  difference  shall 


arise  as  to  the  construction  of  the 
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forcing  stipulations,  or  as  to  the  due  perform. nce  t hereof,  such  d,ffeK>te 
S  be  referred  to  the  detenuin.t.orr  of  be  Pres, dent  for  tie  toe  Wng 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  whose  decision  shall  be  ted- 

Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  tlnnk  it  right  to  point  out,  in  submitting 
the  above  proposals  for  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
+hnt  inasmuch  as  when  they  agreed  to  sell  to  Her  Majesty’s  Government 
the  greater  portion  of  the  buildings  facing  the  Horticultural  Gardens, 
and  used  as  refreshment  rooms  in  the  late  Exhibition,  they  retained 
in  their  own  hands  the  central  portion  of  those  buildings,  as  explained 
in  my  letter  of  the  21st  May  last,  their  interests  in  respect  of  the  ques¬ 
tions  raised  in  their  Lordships’  present  communication  are  in  reality 
identical  with  those  of  Her  Majesty’s  Government  and  of  the  public. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  directed  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  an  accurate  plan  of  the  portion 
of  the  estate  which  has  now  been  purchased  by  Her  Majesty’s  Govern¬ 
ment  from  the  Commissioners,  and  which  forms  the  subject  of  this 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  Edgar  A,  Bowring. 


(17.) 

Treasury  Chambers,  11th  July  1863. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty  s 
Treasury  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Bowring's  letter  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  measures  to  be  taken  in  the  event  of  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  lease  under  which  the  Gardens  of  the  Horticultural  Society 
are  held,  so  as  to  secure  that  nothing  shall  be  done  to  affect  injuriously, 
in  respect  of  light  and  air,  any  buildings  which  may  be  erected  on  the 
land  lately  purchased  from  you  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government,  and  I  am 
to  acquaint  you  that  my  Lords  approve  of  the  clauses  proposed  by  you 
to  be  inserted  in  the  deed  of  conveyance,  to  provide  against  any  appre¬ 
hended  injury  in  the  above-mentioned  respects. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851.  F-  ^EEL* 


(18.) 

Treasuiy  Chambers,  Gth  July  186* 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty  s 
Treasury  to  acquaint  you  that  my  Lords  are  desirous  to  be  informed,  as 
soon  as  may  be  convenient,  what  are  the  intentions  of  the  contractors, 
Messrs.  Kelk  and  Lucas,  with  reference  to  the  removal  of  the  buil 
used  for  the  Exhibition  of  18C2. 
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Mv  Lords  not  being  in  direct  relations  with  Messrs.  Kelk  and  Lucas, 
nor  with  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862,  the  other  part  es 
to  the  contract,  address  themselves  to  the  Comm.ss.oners  for  the 
Exhibition  of  1851,  in  order  to  obtain  this  information,  as  the  legal 
owners  of  the  site,  and  as  the  body  with  whom  my  Lords  have  been  in 
correspondence  on  the  subject,  and  from  whom  they  have  agreed  upon 

purchasing.  . 

It  may  perhaps,  in  the  opinion  of  my  Lords,  be  desirable  that  some 

more  direct  channel  of  communication  should  now  be  agreed  upon  for  the 
settlement  of  any  matters  requiring  to  be  considered,  as  between  the 
owners  of  the  building  on  the  one  hand  and  Her  Majesty’s  Government, 
who  have  agreed  to  be  the  purchasers  of  the  site,  on  the  other. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  G.  A.  Hamilton. 

for  the  Exhibition  of  1851. 


(19.) 


Sir,  Whitehall,  7th  July  1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
of  1851  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasuiy,  in  reply  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  6th  instant  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  building 
used  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862,  that,  equally  with  their  Lordships,  the 
Commissioners  are  not  now  and  have  not  at  any  time  been  in  direct 
relations  with  Messrs.  Kelk  and  Lucas,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  Com¬ 
missioners’  communications  on  the  subject  of  that  building  have  been 
addressed  to  their  tenants,  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862, 
whom  alone  they  have  recognized  in  the  matter; 

Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  direct  me,  however,  to  state  that  they 
have  observed  that  Messrs.  Kelk  and  Lucas  have  publicly  announced 
their  intention  of  proceeding  without  delay  to  remove  the  building  in 
question,  in  consequence  of  the  recent  vote  of  the  House  of  Cominons 
and  those  gentlemen  have  already,  as  the  Commissioners  learn  on  inquiry’ 
actually  commenced  operations  for  its  removal. 


Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  concur  with  the  Lords  of  the  Treasure 
in  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable  that  some  more  direct  clmnne 
of  communication  should  now  be  agreed  upon  for  the  settlement  of  am 
mat  er  requiring  to  be  considered,  as  between  the  owners  of  the  buildin 

the  nurch6  7  Maj6Sty’S  Government,  who  have  agreed  to  h 

.“JeTwtTb  S‘  e’  0,1  ‘te  °ther  ;  Commissioners  wouL 

OffireofW  in*  'T8”  not  be  t  that  the  Surveyor  to  tl» 

Offie,  of  Worts  should  be  employed  for  the  purpose,  not  only  becau“ 

has  already  been  employed  by  that  Department  in  connexL  wiTth 
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late  proposal  to  complete  the  existing  building,  but  also  because,  in  his 
capacity  of  Surveyor  to  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  many  years 
past,  he  has  an  accurate  knowledge  of  all  that  may  be  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  property  now  purchased  by  the  Government. 

^  I  have,  &c. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  Edgar  A.  Bowring. 


(20.) 

gIR^  Whitehall,  28th  July  1863. 

I  am  directed  by  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
of  1851  to  request  that  you  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  of  the 
Royal  Horticultural  Society  to  the  fact  that  Her  Majesty’s  Government 
have,  with  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  agreed  to  purchase  from  Her 
Majesty’s  Commissioners  the  site  of  the  buildings  of  the  late  Exhibition 
of  1862,  with  the  exception  of  the  site  of  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Annexes,  and  that  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  have  included  in  the 
property  thus  sold  by  them  to  the  public  the  greater  portion  of  the 
permanent  buildings  belonging  to  themselves  which  were  used  as 
refreshment  rooms  during  the  Exhibition. 

Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  are,  however,  advised  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  clear  and  unincumbered  title  to  the  whole  of  the 
property  thus  agreed  to  be  transferred  to  Her  Majesty’s  Government,  so 
that  the  latter  may  be  able  to  enter  upon  its  beneficial  oecupatioD 
without  delay,  the  concurrence  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society  in  two 
points  of  comparatively  minor  importance  will  be  necessary. 

It  appears,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  north-east  tower  of  the  Exhibition 
buildings  has  been,  erected  in  part,  but  not  wholly,  on  the  land  leased  by 
the  Commissioners  to  the  Society  for  the  purpose  of  their  eastern 
entrance,  such  erection  having  taken  place  without  either  the  know¬ 
ledge  or  the  consent  of  the  Commissioners.  The  Council  will  be  aware 
that  by  Clause  YI.  of  the  lease  to  the  Society  no  buildings  were  to  be 
elected  on  the  land  leased  to  them  without  the  sanction  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners,  except  strictly  temporary  buildings,  whilst  by  Clause  Y.  the 
^ole  right  that  exists  of  erecting  buildings  over  the  entrances  is  expressly 
reserved  to  the  Commissioners  themselves.  The  tower  in  question  was 
oubtless  erected  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  it  (which  site  is  include 
m  t  ie  land  agreed  to  be  sold  to  the  Government)  owing  to  the  substitution 
o  a  foot  entrance  to  the  gardens  for  the  much  broader  carriage  entrance 
which  it  was  proposed  to  make  at  the  time  when  the  lease  was  made’ 
whereby  a  portion  of  the  ground  set  apart  for  an  entrance  remained 

y  ' r  ^ese  L'U'curastanees  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  request  th 
onnci  -will  have  the  goodness  to  consent  to  release  from 
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the  extern  entrance,  which  is  now  occupied  hy  the  north-east  tower 


that  small  portion  of  the  land  set  aside  therem  *»  the  p^xme.  of 


of  the  Exhibition  buildings. 

Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  have  also  to  request  that  the  Council 
will  kindly  agree  to  surrender  the  right  of  way  or  promenade  reserved 
to  the  Society  in  and  on  those  portions  of  the  South  Arcades  which  have 
been  converted  into  permanent  refreshment  rooms  as  above  spoken  of. 
Although  the  right  in  question  still  legally  exists,  it  is  obvious  that  its 
practical  utility  was  reduced  to  a  very  small  amount  when  the  Society 
were  so  good  as  to  consent,  at  the  instance  of  the  Commissioners,  to  the 
conversion  of  the  South  Arcades  into  buildings  permanently  devoted  to 
purposes  of  refreshment.  On  the  other  hand,  the  surrender  of  the  right 
will  greatly  facilitate  the  conversion  by  Her  Majesty’s  Government  of 
tlie  buildings  in  question  to  purposes  of  a  national  character. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  point  out  to 
the  Council  how  identical  their  interests  are  in  a  matter  tending  so 
directly  to  ensure  the  early  devotion  to  purposes  of  Science  and  Art  of 
the  large  space  of  ground  devoted  to  the  late  Exhibition,  and  they 
therefore  trust  that  the  Council  will  feel  it  in  their  power  to  signify 
their  concurrence  in  the  two  points  above  mentioned,  and  to  join  in 
the  execution  of  any  deeds  which  may  hereafter  appear  necessary  for 
giving  effect  to  them. 


I  have,  &c. 

Edgar  A.  Bowring. 


The  Secretary  to  the  Royal 
Horticultural  Society. 


(21.) 


Royal  Horticultural  Society,  South  Kensington, 
2nd  October  1863. 


My  dear  Sir, 


Your  letter  of  28th  July  has  been  laid  before  the  Council  to-day 
(it  being  the  first  meeting  which  has  taken  place  since  I  received  it) 
and  I  have  been  directed  to  submit  the  proposed  arrangement  to  our 
solictors,  with  the  view  of  complying  with  the  request  of  the 


Edgar  A.  Bowring,  Esq.,  C.B. 


Andrew  Murray. 
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Society  of  the  other  part.  Whereas  nearly  the  whole  of  the  piece  of 
ground  described  in  the  plan  in  the  margin  of  these  presents,  and  therein 
coloured  green,  on  which  was  erected  the  north-eastern  tower  of  the 
Exhibition  building  of  1862,  is  agreed  to  be  leased  to  the  said  Society 
by  the  said  Commissioners  in  pursuance  of  certain  articles  of  agreement, 
dated  the  24th  day  of  July  1860,  but  no  actual  lease  thereof  has  been 
executed:  And  whereas  a  portion  of  the  Lower  Arcades  erected  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  agreement,  and  coloured  red  in  the  said  plan,  have 
been  converted  into  buildings  which  were  used  as  refreshment  rooms  at 
the  International  Exhibition  of  1862 :  And  whereas  the  said  Society 
is  entitled  to  certain  rights  of  way  or  promenade  in  and  through  or 
over  the  said  portion  of  the  said  Lower  Arcades  so  converted  into 
refreshment  rooms  as  aforesaid  :  And  whereas  the  said  Commissioners 
have  contracted  to  sell  to  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury, 
for  purposes  connected  with  Science  and  Art,  that  portion  of  their 
estate  as  South  Kensington  (including  the  said  piece  of  land  coloured 
green)  which  lies  south  of  the  said  gardens  of  the  said  Society :  And 
whereas  the  said  Commissioners,  with  a  view  to  complete  their  contract 
with  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  have  requested  the 
said  Society  to  release  all  their  estate  and  interest  in  the  said  piece  of 
land  coloured  green,  and  with  a  view  to  make  the  said  refreshment 
rooms  more  subservient  to  the  public  advantage,  have  requested  the 
said  Society  to  surrender  all  their  rights  of  way  in,  under,  through, 
and  over  the  said  portion  of  the  Lower  Arcades  so  converted  into 
refreshment  rooms  :  And  whereas  the  said  Society,  being  satisfied  that 
it  will  aid  the  said  Commissioners  in  carrying  into  effect  the  objects 
aforesaid,  have  agreed  to  make  such  surrender  and  release  as  herein¬ 
after  mentioned :  Now  this  Indenture  witnesseth,  that  in  consideration 
of  the  premises,  and  for  divers  other  good  considerations,  they,  the  said 
Society,  do  hereby,  for  themselves  and  their  successors,  firstly,  grant  and 
release  unto  the  said  Commissioners  and  their  successors  all  the  estate 
and  interest  of  them,  the  said  Society,  in,  to,  and  out  of  the  said  piece 
of  land  coloured  green ;  and,  secondly,  do  hereby  yield  up  and  surrender 
unto  the  said  Commissioners  and  their  successors  all  rights  of  way  01 
promenade  or  other  rights  whatsoever  of  the  said  Society  in,  under, 
tnough,  or  over  such  portion  of  the  Lower  Arcades  as  aforesaid  as  have 
been  converted  into  refreshment  rooms,  or  in,  under,  through,  or  over 
ne  said  refreshment  rooms,  or  any  part  thereof.  In  witness,  &c. 
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Deed  of  Conveyance  to  Her  Majesty’s  Government  of  the  Site 
of  the  Exhibition  Building  of  1862. 


This  Indenture  made  tlie  14th  day  of  September  1864,  between  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  (incorporated  by  and  foi  the 
purposes  of  two  several  Royal  Letters  Patent  under  the  Great  Seal, 
dated  respectively  the  15th  day  of  August  1850  and  the  2nd  daj  of 
December  1851)  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s 
Works  and  Public  Buildings  (incorporated  by  and  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Act  of  the  15th  and  16th  years  of  Her  Majesty,  chap.  28)  of  the 
other  part :  Whereas  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  are 
seised  of  an  estate  in  fee  simple  in  possession  of  the  lands,  buildings, 
and  hereditaments  herein-after  described,  and  intended  to  be  hereby 
conveyed  (being  the  lands,  buildings,  and  hereditaments  coloured  red  in 
the  plan  drawn  on  the  fifth  skin  of  these  presents),  subject  only  as  is 
herein-after  particularly  mentioned ;  and  whereas  the  principal  part  of 
the  said  hereditaments  comprised  in  the  said  plan,  together  with  other 
lands  belonging  to  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851, 
are  primarily  subject  to  the  payment  of  a  yearly  sum  or  rentcharge  of 
18J.  payable  to  the  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  the  Parish  of 
Brompton,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  persons  occupying  the  almshouses 
of  Brompton,  and  to  the  costs  and  charges  of  repairing  and  maintaining 
the  same  almshouses,  and  also  to  the  payment  of  a  yearly  sum  or  rent- 
charge  of  20s.  to  the  charity  known  as  Goodfellow’s  Charity, v  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  of  Kensington,  and  the  remainder  of  the  said  here¬ 
ditaments  comprised  in  the  said  plan,  together  with  all  the  other  lands 
of  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  not  so  primarily 
charged  as  aforesaid,  and  together  also  with  other  lands  not  belonging 
to  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  are  also  subject 
to  the  same  yearly  sums,  costs,  and  charges,  but  with  rights  to  be 
indemnified  against  the  same  out  of  the  said  hereditaments  primarilv 

“  rf0reSaid  ;  “nd  whereas  ^  »“  Indenture  dated 
the  12th  day  of  January  1859.  and  made  between  the  said  Commis- 

~  h  f  1851  °f  the  0ne  P“rt'  “d  tlle  Commissioners 

of  Greenwich  Hosp.tal  of  the  other  part,  after  reeiting  that  the  said 

ommissioners  of  Greenwich  Hospital  had  at  the  request  of  the  said 
Commas, oners  for  the  Exhibition  of  ,851  sold  out  the  sum 


125  1  l cio  07  out  tlie  sur 


part 


belonging  to  the  said  hospital),  and  had  paid  the  sum  of 


K 


66 


appendix  c. 


120  000?  sterling,  the  money  produced  by  such  sale,  to  the  said  Com- 
missioned  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  it  was  witnessed  that,  in  con- 
sideration  of  such  sale  and  payment  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Commissioners 
for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  did  grant  unto  the  said  Commissioners  of 
Greenwich  Hospital,  their  successors  and  assigns  (amongst  other  here¬ 
ditaments),  all  that  piece  or  parcel  of  land  situate  and  being  in  tie 
parishes  of  St.  Margaret,  Westminster,  and  St.  Alary  Abbotts,  Kensington, 
respectively,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  being,  except  so  far  as  the 
same  was,  in  the  northern  part  thereof,  broken  in  upon  by  certain 
messuages  or  tenements  and  the  yards  and  outbuildings  thereto,  which 
were  the  property  of  the  trustees  of  John  Aldridge,  Esq.,  and  by  a 
messuage,  garden,  and  premises  known  as  Eden  Lodge,  then  or  lately 
belonging  to  the  Honourable  Miss  Eden,  a  complete  quadrangle,  abutting 
north  on  the  high  road  leading  from  London  to  Kensington ;  east,  on  a 
new  road  called  Exhibition  Road  ;  south,  on  other  land  belonging  to  the 
said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  ;  and  west,  on  a  new 
road  called  Prince  Albert’s  Road  ;  and  which  said  piece  of  land  extended 
in  depth  southward,  on  the  east  side  thereof,  from  the  south-east  comer 
of  the  garden  of  the  said  messuage  and  premisee  known  as  Eden  Lodge, 
875  feet  or  thereabouts ;  and  on  the  west  side  thereof,  from  the  Ken¬ 
sington  Road,  1,460  feet  or  thereabouts  :  to  hold  the  said  premises  unto 
and  to  the  use  of  the  said  Commissioners  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  their 


successors  and  assigns  for  ever ;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  a  proviso  for 
redemption  and  reconveyance  if  the  Baid  Commissioners  for  the  Exhi¬ 
bition  of  1851,  their  successors  or  assigns,  should,  on  the  12th  day 
of  January  1860,  transfer  or  cause  to  be  transferred  the  sum  of 
125,162?.  19s.  6(7.  37.  per  cent.  Consolidated  Hank  Annuities  into  the 
names  of  the  said  Commissioners  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  their  suc¬ 
cessors  or  assigns,  iii  the  books  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  also  should  in  the  meantime  pay  interest  on  the 
said  sum  of  120,0007.  sterling,  in  manner  therein  mentioned;  and 
whereas,  by  an  Indenture  dated  the  27th  day  of  April  1860,  endorsed 
on  the  said  last-recited  indenture,  the  hereditaments  comprised  in  the 
last-recited  indenture  were  charged  with  a  further  sum  of  53,6197  & 


1  QVU  TT  1  tli  a  ilUUlCl  rtUlli  ~  '  t 

.  per  cent  deduced  Bank  Annuities,  in  favour  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners  of  Greenwich  _  A  11 _ uu  oil  interest 


;  and  whereas  a  small  part  on  the  north  side  of  the  sai 
comprised  in  the  said  plan  is  included  in  the  said  piece 
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land  herein-before  described  as  part  of  the  hereditaments  comprised  in 
the  said  indenture  of  mortgage  of  the  12th  day  of  January  1859  ;  and 
whereas  the  said  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty  s  Works  and  Public 
Buildings,  by  the  direction  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty  s 
Treasury,  have  agreed  with  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of 
1851  for  the  purchase,  out  of  monies  voted  by  Parliament  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  of  the  said  land,  buildings,  and  hereditaments  herein-after  described 
and  intended  to  be  hereby  conveyed  (being  the  hereditaments  coloured 
red  on  the  said  plan),  free  from  all  incumbrances,  for  the  sum  of  120,000?. ; 
and  whereas  it  has  been  agreed  that,  in  order  to  indemnify  the  said 
hereditaments  so  agreed  to  be  purchased  from  the  said  yearly  sums  of 
18?.  and  20s.  respectively,  and  from  the  costs  and  charges  of  repairing 
and  maintaining  the  almshouses  aforesaid,  and  from  the  said  mortgage  of 
the  12th  day  of  January  1859,  so  far  as  it  affects  the  said  hereditaments 
agreed  to  be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Commissioners  for  the 
Exhibition  of  1851  should  enter  into  the  covenants  herein-after  contained ; 
and  whereas,  on  the  treaty  for  the  said  purchase,  it  was  stipulated  by 
the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  that  the  said  land, 
buildings,  and  hereditaments  so  to  be  purchased  should  be  permanently 
used  for  purposes  connected  with  Science  or  the  Arts,  and  also  that  such 
rights  of  access  as  are  herein-after  mentioned  should  be  reserved,  and  it 
been  agreed  that  the  provisions  herein-after  contained  should  be  inserted 
in  these  presents  in  satisfaction  of  such  stipulation ;  and  it  was  also 
agreed  on  the  said  treaty  that  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
of  1851  should  enter  into  the  covenants  herein-after  contained  with 
respect  to  the  erection  of  buildings  on  the  land  adjoining  the  land  agreed 
to  be  purchased  as  aforesaid :  Now  this  indenture  witnesseth  that,  for 
effectuating  the  said  agreement,  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
120,000?.  paid  by  the  said  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury 
to  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  as  follows,  namely,  a 
sum  of  67,000?.,  part  thereof,  on  or  about  the  24th  day  of  June  1863  ;  the 
sum  of  33,000?.,  further  part  thereof,  on  or  about  the  7th  day  of  July  1864, 
and  the  sum  of  20,000?.  residue  thereof,  at  or  immediately  before  the 
execution  of  these  presents ;  the  receipt  of  which  said  sum  of  120,000?. 
the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  do  hereby  acknow¬ 
ledge,  and  from  the  same  and  every  part  thereof  do  hereby  release  and 
frr  ever  discharge  the  said  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Works  and 
Public  Buildings,  their  successors  and  assigns,  the  said  Commissioners 
or  the  Exhibition  of  1851  do  hereby  grant  and  convey  unto  the  said 
Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Works  and  Public  Buildings,  their  suc- 
cessors  and  assigns,  all  that  piece  or  parcel  of  land  situate  in  the  parishes 
o  St.  Margaret,  Westminster,  and  St.  Mary  Abbotts,  Kensington,  respec- 
tively,  m  the  county  o<  Middieses ;  bounded  on  the  north,  in  part,  by  the 
Gardens  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society,  and  in  other  parts  by  certain 
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buildings  the  property  of  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of 
1851,  and  marked  with  the  colour  blue  on  the  said  plan;  on  the  south 
by  Cromwell  Road;  on  the  east  by  Exhibition  Road  ;  and  on  the  west 
by  Prince  Albert’s  Road,  as  the  same  with  the  dimensions  and  abuttals 
thereof  is  more  particularly  delineated  and  described  in  the  said  plan 
drawn  on  the  fifth  skin  of  these  presents,  and  therein  coloured  red; 
together  with  all  the  erections  and  buildings  situate  on  the  said  land 
coloured  red,  and  belonging  to  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
of  1.851  ;  together,  also,  with  all  ways,  waters,  watercourses,  drains, 
sewers,  lights,  easements,  privileges,  commodities,  and  appurteuances 
whatsoever  to  the  said  premises  belonging;  and  all  the  estate  and 
interest,  claim  and  demand  whatsoever,  both  at  law  and  in  equity,  of  the 
said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  into  or  out  of  the  said 
premises,  to  hold  the  said  premises  freed  and  discharged  from  the  said 
rentcharges  of  18?.  and  20s.  respectively,  and  from  all  liability  to  the 
maintenance  and  repair  of  the  said  almshouses  ;  and  also  freed  and  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  said  sum  of  125,102?.  1 9s.  0 </.  31.  per  cent.  Consoli¬ 
dated  Bank  Annuities,  and  from  every  part  thereof,  and  from  all  interest 
in  respect  of  the  same,  unto  and  to  the  use  of  the  said  Commissioners  of 
Her  Majesty’s  Works  and  Public  Buildings,  their  successors  and  assigns, 
for  ever,  to  be  by  them  held  for  the  public  service  according  to  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  said  Act  of  the  1 5th  and  10th  years  of  Her  Majesty,  chap.  28. 
Provided  always,  nevertheless,  and  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared,  that 
the  said  land  and  hereditaments  hereby  conveyed  shall  be  permanently 
used  for  a  purpose  or  purposes  connected  with  Science  or  the  Arts;  but 
this  agreement  shall  not  be  deemed  to  oblige  the  said  Commissioners  ot 
Her  Majesty’s  Works  and  Public  Buildings,  their  successors  or  assigns,  to 
retain  the  said  buildings  now  stand  inf'  on  the  said  land.  Provided  also, 
and  it  is  hereby  further  agreed  and  declared,  that  the  said  Commissioners 
of  Her  Majesty’s  Works  and  Public  Buildings,  their  successors  and 
assigns,  shall  and  will  at  all  times  hereafter  provide  and  preserve  access 
through  the  land  purchased  by  them  for  the  said  Commissioners  for  the 
Exhibition  of  1851,  and  their  lessees  and  assigns,  to  the  central  building 
adjoining  the  said  land  hereby  conveyed  on  the  north  side  thereof  (which 

building  is  shown  on  the  said  plan,  and  therein  coloured  blue),  or  any 
other  building  on  the  same  site,  such  access  to  be  provided  in  such  manner 
and  in  such  direction  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  parties  hereto, 
or,  in  the  event  of  disagreement,  may  be  determined  by  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  for  the  time  being.  And  the  said  Commissioners  for 
the  Exhibition  of  1851  do  hereby,  for  themselves  and  their  successors, 
covenant  with  the  said  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Works  and 
ubhc  Buildings,  their  successors  and  assigns,  that  they,  the  said  Com¬ 
missioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  185 1,  their  successors  and  assigns,^11 
at  any  time  hereafter  erect,  or  permit  or  suffer  to  be  erected,  on  any 
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part  of  the  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  said  land  hereby  conveyed  and 
now  occupied  by  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society,  any  building  or  erec¬ 
tion  whatever  which  shall  or  might  injuriously  affect  the  supply  or  access 
of  light  or  air  to  the  buildings  now  standing,  or  any  buildings  which 
may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  erected  on  the  said  land  hereby  conveyed, 
so  far  as  such  light  or  air  may  or  would  be  required  for  the  convenient 
exhibition  to  the  public  of  objects  of  Science  or  Art.  And,  further, 
that  they,  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  18ol,  then- 
successors  and  assigns,  will  not  at  any  time  hereafter  erect,  or  permit 
or  suffer  to  be  erected,  on  any  part  of  the  frontage  opposite  the  said 
land  hereby  conveyed,  any  permanent  buildings  whatever  except  first- 
class  houses  or  buildings  of  an  ornamental  character.  Provided  always, 
nevertheless,  that  the  covenants  herein-before  contained  shall  not  be 
deemed  to  affect  the  rights  of  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
of  1851,  their  successors  or  assigns,  to  retain  the  said  central  building, 
coloured  blue  on  the  said  plan,  in  its  present  state,  or  to  erect  any  other 
buildings  on  the  site  thereof  not  interfering  with  light  or  air  more  than 
the  said  existing  building.  And  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared  between 
and  by  the  said  parties  hereto  that  if  any  dispute  or  difference  shall  arise 
between  the  said  parties  hereto  or  their  respective  successors  or  assigns, 
as  to  the  meaning  or  effect  of  any  of  the  covenants,  agreements,  provisoes, 
or  declarations  herein-before  contained,  or  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
same  or  any  of  them  ought  to  be  observed  and  performed,  such  dispute 
or  difference  shall  be  referred  to  the  President  for  the  time  being  of  the 
Committee  of  Privy  Council  appointed  for  the  consideration  of  matters 
relating  to  Trade  and  Foreign  Plantations,  commonly  called  the  Board  of 
Trade,  whose  decision  thereon  shall  be  final.  And  the  said  Commis¬ 
sioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  do  hereby,  for  themselves,  their  suc¬ 
cessors  and  assigns,  further  covenant  with  the  said  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Works  and  Public  Buildings,  their  successors  and  assigns,  that 
they,  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  their  successors 
or  assigns,  shall  and  will,  within  five  years  from  the  date  of  these  pre¬ 
sents,  at  their  own  costs  and  charges,  in  all  respects  well  and  effectuailv 
convey  or  cause  to  be  conveyed  unto  them,  the  said  Commissioners  of 
Her  Majesty's  Works  and  Public  Buildings,  their  successors  and  assigns, 
all  such  parts  of  the  said  land  herein-before  conveyed,  or  expressed  and 
intended  so  to  be,  as  are  comprised  in  the  said  indenture  of  mortgage  to 
the^  Commissioners  of  Greenwich  Hospital  of  the  12th  day  of  January 
PS 59,  freed  and  absolutely  discharged  from  all  sums  of  stock  and  monies 
whatever  charged  or  due,  or  to  become  due  thereon,  under  or  by  virtue 
of  the  said  indenture  of  mortgage ;  and  shall  and  will  in  the  meantime 
larn^ess  and  indemnified  the  said  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
oi  s  and  Public  Buildings,  their  successors  and  assigns,  from  and 
against  all  actions,  suits,  losses,  damages,  costs,  charges,  and  expenses 
whatsoever,  for,  by  reason,  or  on  account  of  the  said  mortgage  charge,  or 
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any  matter  or  tiling  in  anywise  relating  thereto ;  and  also  shall  and 
will  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  save,  defend,  and 
indemnify  the  said  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Works  and  Public 
Buildings,  their  successors  and  assigns,  from  and  against  the  said  yearly 
sums  of  18Z.  and  20s.  respectively,  and  every  part  thereof  respectively, 
and  from  and  against  all  liability  to  repair  and  maintain  the  said  alms' 
houses  at  Brompton  aforesaid,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  from  and  against 
all  actions,  suits,  losses,  damages,  costs,  and  charges,  and  expenses  what¬ 
soever,  for,  by  reason,  or  on  account  of  the  said  several  yearly  rent- 
charges  and  liability  respectively,  or  any  matter  or  thing  in  anywise 
relating  thereto  respectively.  And  the  said  Commissioners  for  the 
Exhibition  of  1851  do  hereby,  for  themselves  and  their  successors, 
further  covenant  with  the  said  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Works 
and. Public  Buildings,  their  successors  and  assigns,  that,  notwithstanding 
any  act,  deed,  or  thing  by  them,  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibi¬ 
tion  of  1851,  done,  executed,  or  knowingly  suffered  to  the  contrary,  they, 
the  said  last-mentioned  Commissioners,  now  are  seised  of  an  estate  in  fee 
simple,  in  possession,  or  otherwise  sufficiently  entitled  to  the  said  land, 
buildings,  hereditaments,  and  premises  herein-beforo  conveyed,  or  ex¬ 
pressed  and  intended  so  to  be,  and  every  part  thereof,  and  now  have 
full  power  to  convey  the  same  and  every  part  thereof  respectively  in 
manner  aforesaid,  free  from  all  incumbrances,  except  as  expressly  appears 
by  these  presents ;  and,  further,  that  they,  the  said  Commissioners  for 
the  Exhibition  of  1851,  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  and  will  at  all 
times  hereafter,  upon  the  request  and  at  the  costs  of  the  said  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Works  and  Public  Buildings,  their  successors 
or  assigns,  make,  do,  and  execute,  or  procure  to  be  made,  done,  or  exe¬ 
cuted,  all  such  further  acts,  deeds,  conveyances,  and  assurances  for  the 
better  and  more  absolutely  conveying  and  assuring  the  said  lands,  build- 
ings,  hereditaments,  and  premises  herein-beforo  conveyed,  or  expressed 
and  intended  so  to  be,  or  any  part  thereof,  unto  tbo  said  Commissioners 
of  Her  Majesty’s  Works  and  Public  Buildings,  their  successors  and  assigns, 
as  s  a  1  by  them  or  any  of  them  be  reasonably  required.  And  whereas 
the  several  deeds,  evidences,  and  writings  specified  in  the  schedule  here¬ 
under  written  or  hereunto  annexed  relate  as  well  to  the  said  here- 
uients  and  premises  herein-before  conveyed  as  to  other  property 
e  onging  to  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  audit 
hath  been  agreed  that  the  said  deeds,  evidences,  and  writings  shall  be 
»  -G  j  6  Sa^  ^t-mentioned  Commissioners,  and  that  they  sha 
enter  into  the  covenant  for  the  production  thereof  herein-after  contain* 

themoel”*  C°“mi™neni  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  do  hereby,  t* 

Her  Ma  r(and,  ,ei,r  8uccessore>  covenant  with  the  aaid  Oommieei«OT » 

that  J  “ W  “d  PuMio  Suildings.  their  eucceMO.*  and 

ZEST?**  by  •  ■>«■«•  . . . . .  -lent)  they, 

mmisaionera  for  the  Exhibition  of  is:,,. . .  mMOO  «  -** 
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shall  and  will  at  all  times  hereafter,  upon  every  reasonable  requirement 
in  writing  of  the  said  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty  s  Works  and  Public 
Buildings,  their  successors  or  assigns,  at  the  cost  of  the  person  or  persons 
requiring  the  same,  produce  and  show  forth,  or  cause  to  be  produced  and 
shown  forth  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  they 
or  any  of  them  shall  require,  or  at  any  trial,  hearing,  or  examination  in 
any  Court  of  Law,  Equity,  or  other  Judicature,  or  elsewhere,  as  occasion 
shall  require,  all  or  any  of  the  several  deeds,  evidences,  and  writings 
specified  in  the  said  schedule  to  these  presents,  for  the  manifestation  and 
support  of  the  title  of  the  said  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Works 
and  Public  Buildings,  their  successors  or  assigns,  and  shall  and  will,  at 
such  costs  as  aforesaid,  make  or  cause  to  be  made  and  delivered  to  the 
said  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Works  and  Public  Buildings,  their 
successors  or  assigns,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  appoint, 
such  true  attested  or  unattested  copies  of  or  extracts  from  the  same  deeds, 
evidences,  and  writings,  or  any  of  them,  as  they  may  require,  and  shall 
and  will  in  the  meantime  keep  or  cause  to  be  kept  the  same  deeds, 
evidences,  and  writings  safe,  whole,  uncancelled,  and  undefaced. 

In  witness,  &c. 


APPENDIX  D. 


Correspondence,  &c.  on  the  Subject  of  the  Completion  of  the 
Arcades  round  the  Horticultural  Society’s  Gardens. 


ao 

Royal  Horticultural  Society,  South  Kensington, 
®IE>  10th  December  1862. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Council  of  this  Society  to  crave  the  very 
earnest  attention  of  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of 
1 851  to  the  state  of  the  Arcades  surrounding  the  Garden. 

It  is  now  nearly  18  months  since  His  Royal  Highness  the  lamented 
imee  Consort  said,  that  if  the  Arcades  next  year  should  be  in  no  better 
condition  it  would  be  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  bankruptcy.  The 
impoverished  and  dilapidated  appearance  which  led  to  this  remark  has, 
as  mig  t  be  expected,  increased,  and  the  comments  which  have  been 
unsparingly  made  upon  them  by  the  visitors  during  the  past  season  have 

H  ff°  S6Vere’ that  the  Council  are  under  the  necessity  of  appealing  to 
the  Commissioners  as  in  a  matter  affecting  their  very  existence. 

resources  of  the  CT?letion  of  the  Arcades  was  beyond  the  ordinary 
speedily  be  do  0miElssl0ners>  and  always  hoping  that  something  would 

Z  atZL  '  w  °T"  W  refrained  «*>  Sr  on 

,  but,  as  they  do  not  learn  that  their  hopes  are  likely  to 
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l'zed  they  feel  most  reluctantly  called  upon  to  entreat  the  Com- 
miasdoners  to  take  up  the  subject  in  the  mod  serious  manner,  and  to  make 
“me  extraordinary  exertion  to  meet  the  present  very  grave  difficulty  in 
which  the  non-completion  of  the  Arcades  places  the  Society  as  well  as  the 
Commissioners.  I  have,  &c. 

Andrew  Murray, 

Edgar  A.  Bowring,  Esq.,  C.B.  Assistant  Secretary, 

(20 

Report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Cth  February  1864. 

The  Committee  beg  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions 
given  to  them  by  the  Commission  at  the  meeting  on  the  21st  May  last 
they  have  not  failed  to  give  their  careful  consideration  to  the  letter  from 
the  Horticultural  Society  therein  referred  to,  and  they  beg  to  append  a  copy 
of  a  letter  which  they  addressed,  as  a  preliminary  measure,  to  the  Surveyor 
to  the  Commission,  desiring  him  to  report  thereon.  (See  Enclosure  1.) 

A  copy  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Hunt,  dated  December  14*,  is  appended 
(see  Enclosure  2),  together  with  a  copy  of  a  private  communication 
simultaneously  received  from  him,  and  which  la*  has  no  objection  to  being 
laid  before  the  Commission.  (See  Enclosure  3.) 

A  further  letter,  which  is  also  appended,  was  received  from  the  Horti¬ 
cultural  Society  on  the  same  subject,  shortly  before  the  receipt  of  Mr 
Hunt’s  Report.  (See  Enclosure  4.) 

The  Committee  lost  no  time  in  taking  these  various  documents  into 
consideration,  and  appointed  a  Sub-Committee  of  their  own  body  to  enter 
into  personal  communication  with  the  Council  <>f  the  Horticultural  Society 
upon  the  subject. 

Subsequent  to  the  date  of  those  personal  communications,  two  furthei 
letters,  both  dated  Jan.  15th,  1864,  have  been  received  from  the  Society. 
(See  Enclosures  5  and  6.)  The  second  and  more  important  of  those  let¬ 
ters  requests  the  Commission  to  advance  a  sum,  not  exceeding  in  die 
whole  13,000?.,  for  the  improvement  of  the  Horticultural  Gardens  indie 
manner  indicated  generally  in  the  letter. 

The  Committee  have  given  their  most  serious  attention  to  the  whole 
question  thus  brought  before  them. 

The  Committee  are  willing  to  admit  that  the  comparative  want  0 
success  of  the  Gardens,  which  may  be  inferred  from  the  Council  of  1 
Society  s  second  letter  of  the  15th  January,  may  b0  in  some  ineasu 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  funds  which  the  Commissioners  were  re* 
quired  by  their  agreement  with  the  Society  to  expend  upon  the  Gar  ens 

proved  to  be  insufficient  to  complete  the  works  according  to  the  oii0 
design. 

he  Committee  make  this  admission  with  the  greater  readiness,  as  t  y 
are  lnfprmed  H  Mr.  Hunt,  the  Surveyor  to  the  Commission,  that  an 
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outlay  of  6,000?.  would  be  required  to  finish,  in  the  manner  at  first 

proposed,  the  North  Arcades  alone.  #  . 

The  Committee  have  further  to  observe  that,  irrespective  of  the  question 
of  the  success  or  non-success  of  the  Gardens,  a  considerable  outlay  must 
necessarily  be  incurred  for  the  protection  and  maintenance  of  the  property 
of  the  Commissioners.  In  this  class  of  expenditure  they  think  that  the 
putting  in  proper  order,  at  a  total  cost  not  exceeding  2,000?.,  of  the  ground 
occupied  by  the  Annexes  of  the  late  Exhibition,  and  its  temporary  appro¬ 
priation  to  the  purposes  of  the  Society,  as  suggested  by  the  Council,  may 
reasonably  be  included,  in  which  opinion  they  are  fortified  by  the  recom- 
mendation  of  Mr.  Hunt. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Committee  are  satisfied  that  it  will  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  Commission  to  accede  to  the  proposal  of  the  Council 
of  the  Society,  and  devote  a  sum  not  exceeding  a  maximum  of  13,000?. 
(including  the  last-named  sum  of  2,000?.),  to  the  purposes  of  the  Gardens, 
as  pointed  out  in  the  letter  from  the  Society,  it  being  understood  that  the 
Commission  reserves  the  power  of  resuming  possession  of  the  two  Annexe- 
grounds  at  any  time  on  (say)  six  months'  notice.  The  Committee  fur¬ 
ther  concur  in  the  proposal  that  the  supervision  of  this  outlay  should  be 
intrusted  to  the  Expenses  Committee  of  the  Society,  which,  as  the  Com¬ 
missioners  are  aware,  consists  of  an  equal  numher  of  members  appointed 
by  the  Commission  and  by  the  Society,  with  the  addition  of  a  casting  vote 
in  the  Chairman,  who  must  be  a  nominee  of  the  Commission. 

In  recommending  the  above  expenditure,  the  Committee  have  had  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Commission  under  their  special  consideration. 
Now  that  the  second  and  third  mortgages  upon  the  Estate  have  been 
discharged,  the  only  debt  of  the  Commission  consists  in  the  original 
mortgage  of  120,000?.,  the  interest  on  which,  and  the  charge  for  current 
expenses,  are  entirely  met  by  the  annual  income  derived  from  ground- 
rents  and  other  rents.  The  principal  of  that  debt  will  further  be 
eventually  covered  by  the  sale  of  the  ground-rents  referred  to. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  available  assets  of  the  Commissioners,  without 
reference  to  the  very  large  value  of  the  estate  held  by  them,  or  to  the 
lental  leceivable  from  the  Horticultural  Society  under  the  existing  agree¬ 
ments,  consists  in  the  sum  of  53,000?.,  which  will  be  payable  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  in  cash  by  the  Government  in  the  ensuing  Session,  on  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  purchase  of  the  site  of  the  late  Exhibition ;  in  addition  to 
which  the  Commission  possesses  a  small  reserve  fund  of  between  3  000? 
and  4,000Z. 

In  the  eventot  the  Commission  approving  of  their  recommendation,  the 
Committee  would  propose  that  the  sum  of  13,000?.  in  question  should  be 
advanced  out  of  the  above-mentioned  sum  of  53,000?.,  when  received  by 
the  Commission,  leaving  a  balance  of  40,000?.  They  think  that  20,000? 
of  that  balance  should  be  applied  in  reduction  of  the  mortgage  debt’ from 
120,000?.  to  100,000?.;  and  that  the  remainder  should  °be°  applied  to 
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restoring  the  Reserve  Fund  to  the  normal  amount  of  20,000/.  at  which 
the  Commission  many  years  ago  recorded  its  desire  to  see  it  fixed. 

The  Committee  cannot  conclude  this  portion  of  their  Report  without 
reminding  the  Commission  that  the  maintenance  of  the  Horticultural 
Gardens  as  an  ornamental  centre  to  the  public  buildings  proposed  to  be 
ultimately  erected  around  the  great  square  of  the  Estate  is  an  integral 
part  of  the  scheme,  for  the  execution  of  which  the  Commissioners  have 
been  made  Trustees.  The  Committee  believe  that  there  is  no  reason  for 
supposing  that  the  Commissioners  will  not,  within  a  limited  number  of 
years,  be  enabled  to  realize  the  intentions  of  their  Charter ;  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  cannot  but  think  that  the  proposed  expenditure  of  13,000/.,  for 
purposes  having  an  immediate  bearing  upon  the  objects  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners’  incorporation,  and  directly  tending  towards  their  ultimate  reali¬ 
zation,  would  be  at  once  fair  to  the  Horticultural  Society  and  expedient 
for  the  interests  of  the  Commission  itself. 

Granville,  Chairman, 

Enclosure  1. 

Dear  Sir,  Whitehall,  May  28,  1863. 

I  am  directed  by  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
of  1851  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  they  have 
received  from  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society,  on  the 
subject  of  the  state  of  the  Arcades  surrounding  the  Horticultural  Gardens, 
and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  make  a  careful 
survey  of  those  Arcades,  and  report  fully  thereon  to  the  Commissioners 
at  your  early  convenience,  accompanying  your  Report  with  such  recom¬ 
mendations,  estimates,  &c.,  as  you  may  feel  it  necessary  to  submit  for 
their  consideration. 

It  will  be  in  your  recollection  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners’  Agreement  with  the  Horticultural  Society,  the  Upper  or  Circular 
Arcades  were  agreed  to  be  leased  to  the  Society,  and  to  be  “  substantial 
and  finished  Buildings.”  The  Central  and  Lower  Arcades  (and  the  two 
Refreshment  Courts  at  the  south  ends  of  the  Upper  Arcades)  were  not 
included  in  the  lease,  and  might  be  “  of  a  more  temporary  nature.” 

y  the  terms,  however,  of  the  proposed  arrangement  with  Her 
Majesty’s  Government  as  to  the  sale  to  them  by  the  Commissioners  of 
e  site  of  the  Exhibition  Building,  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  South 
rca  es  which  was  converted  into  permanent  Refreshment  Rooms  on 
•+T°<ivlS10ri  ^*e  -Inhibition  will  be  made  over  to  the  Government, 
j.1  ..  e  excePtl0n  of  the  central  portion,  of  about  300  feet  in  length. 
,.,r  ..no^  therefore,  be  necessary  for  you  to  include  in  your  Repod 
South1, Arcades  .S^10u^.aI)Prove  above  arrangement)  the  part  of  the 

w  a  tt  ,  I  have,  &c., 

'  '  Hunt’  Escl-  Edgar  A.  Bowring. 
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Enclosure  2. 

Dear  Sir,  4,  Parliament  Street,  Dec.  14,  1863. 

Agreeably  with  your  instructions,  I  have  prepared  Estimates  of 
the  probable  cost  of  completing  the  Arcades  in  the  Gardens  of  the  Horti¬ 
cultural  Society,  in  accordance  (as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge)  with  the 
original  designs ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  report  the  result  under  the  following 
heads,  viz. : — 

1st.  The  completion  of  the  Northern  Arcade  and  Refreshment 
Courts,  including  Stone  Staircases  from  the  Floor  to 
the  Promenade  on  the  Roof  -  -  • 

2nd.  The  completion  of  the  West  Central  Arcades 
3rd.  The  completion  of  the  East  Central  Arcades 
4th.  The  completion  of  the  Southern  Arcades,  West  side 
5th.  The  completion  of  the  Southern  Arcades,  East  side 


.£6,000 

8,000 

9,000 

4,000 

3,000 


£>30,000 

These  estimates  do  not  include  the  cost  which  would  probably  be 
incurred  in  filling  in  the  niches  and  decorating  the  exterior  with 
Majolica  ware.  The  additional  cost  of  such  ornamentation  would  be 
about  6,000L 

I  may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  the  vacant  land  belonging  to  the 
Commissioners  between  the  Arcades  and  Prince  Albert’s  Road  on  the 
West,  and  Exhibition  Road  on  the  East,  presents  a  very  unsightly 
appearance;  and  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  might  be  advantageously 
devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the  Horticultural  Society  until  it  shall  have 
been  determined  how  the  land  is  to  be  permanently  appropriated. 

I  am,  &c. 

Edgar  A.  Bowring,  Esq.,  C.B.  Henry  A.  Hunt. 


(Private.)  Enclosure  3. 

My  dear  Sir,  4,  Parliament  Street,  Dec.  14  1863 

Herewith  you  will  receive  my  official  Report  with  reference’ to 

the  Arcades. 

I  have  necessarily  had  a  conference  with  Mr.  Cole  on  the  subject  of 
these  Arcades,  as  he  was  on  the  Works  Committee  when  they  were 
erected,  and  some  suggestions  were  made  to  me  by  him  which  I  think- 
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It  seems  to  me  that  new  and  permanent  Entrances  sliould  be  provided 
I  on  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  Gardens,  which  would  probably  cost 

10,000^.  , 

I  have  also  seen  Sir  Wentworth  Dilke,  who  is  very  desirous  of  having 
some  permanent  erection  for  the  purpose  of  Exhibitions  in  connection 
with  the  Horticultural  Society ;  and  so  I  have  made  an  estimate  of 
the  cost,  which  you  will  find  in  the  paper  to  which  I  have  before 
alluded. 

I  am.  &c. 

Edgar  A.  Bowring,  Esq.,  C.B.  Henry  A.  Hunt. 

Arcades,  Horticultural  Gardens, 

For  completing  the  Northern  Arcades,  according  to  the  original  design 
950?. ;  contingencies  and  superintendence,  95 1,  ;  =  1,045?.  for  each,  or 
2,090?.  the  two. 

This  is  exclusive  of  any  repairs,  or  reinstatements  to  the  asphalte 
floor  of  the  Arcades. 

For  completing  the  Refreshment  (  '<  nirtfi  between  the  North  and  Central 
Arcades,  according  to  the  original  design,  including  stone  Staircases  from 
the  floor  of  the  Central  Arcades  to  the  floor  of  the  Refreshment  Courts, 
1,465?. ;  10  per  cent.,  146?. ;  =  1,611?.  for  each,  or  3,222?.  the  two. 

For  two  stone  Staircases  of  approach  from  the  floor  of  the  Northern 
Arcades  to  the  roof,  in  lieu  of  those  of  wood  now  in  use,  275?.  each,  or  550?. 
Vases  on  pedestals  in  Northern  Arcades,  150?, 

West  Central  Arcades: — For  the  completion,  according  to  the  orij 
design,  7,27 9?. ;  10  per  cent,  728?.  ;  =  8,007?. 

East  Central  Arcades,  8,131?. ;  10  per  cent.,  813 1. ;  =  8,944?. 
Southern  Arcades,  West  Side: — To  complete,  3,553?.;  10  per  cent., 
355?.;  =  3,908?. 

Ditto,  East  Side : — To  complete,  2,865?. ;  10  per  cent.,  285?. ;  = 
3,150?. 


Eastern  Entrance,  6,000?. 

Western  Entrance,  4,000?. 

If  it  should  be  determined  to  abandon  the  Promenade  on  the  top 
of  the  East  and  West  Arcades,  and  substitute  a  sloping  roof,®  saving 
will  be  effected  of  about  5,000?. :  or  a  sloping  glass  roof  may  he  sub 
stituted  for  timber  and  slates,  the  cost  being  much  the  same. 

If  the  East  and  West  Arcades  are  reduced  to  12  feet  in  width,  and  a 
Conservatory  or  Winter  Garden  constructed,  say  fed  in  width,  on  the 
vacant  land  belonging  to  the  Commissioners  in  the  rear  of  the  Ai cades, 
an  additional  expenditure  will  be  incurred  of  about  25,000/.  exclusive  oi 
warming  apparatus. 

Band,  about  half  an  acre  in  addition,  say  5,000?. 

Vacant  land  lying  between  the  Horticultural  Gardens  and  Princ® 
Albert’s  Road  on  the  one  side  and  Exhibition  Road  on  the  other  may 
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be  used  by  the  Horticultural  Society  until  required  by  the  Commis- 


sioners. 


For  the  proposed  room  next  Exhibition  Road,  200  feet  by  loO  feet, 
6,000/.  or  7,000/. 


Enclosure  4. 

Royal  Horticultural  Society,  South  Kensington. 
November  17,  1863  * 


Sir, 


I  AM  directed  by  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society 
again  to  bring  under  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners 
for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  the  state  of  the  Arcades  and  other  matters  in 
which  they  are  interested,  relating  to  the  Garden  at  South  Kensington. 

They  have  had  their  attention  for  some  time  anxiously  directed  to 
them,  and  they  feel  that  their  present  state  is  so  unsatisfactory  that 
unless  something  be  speedily  done  to  put  them  on  a  better  footing  the 
success  of  the  Society  will  be  affected  very  prejudicially. 

This  unsatisfactory  position  of  matters  appears  to  the  Council  to  be 
mainly  due  to  the  unfinished  state  of  the  Arcades,  and  these  portions  of 
the  works  which  are  connected  with  them. 

The  Council,  therefore,  would  most  respectfully  beg  to  press  upon  Her 
Majesty’s  Commissioners  of  1851  the  necessity  of  taking  the  whole 
of  these  works  into  their  consideration  without  loss  of  time,  with  a  view 
to  the  immediate  completion  of  the  original  design. 

The  Council  feel  no  hesitation  in  pressing  on  the  Commissioners  the 
necessary  expenditure  involved  in  these  recommendations..  To  do  so  is 
merely  to  ask  the  Commissioners  to  do  to  the  Society  as  the  Society  has 
already  done  to  the  Commissioners. 


ii  tnat  an  improvement  may  be  made  in 
to  the  back  part  of  the  Middle  Arcades  * 


78 


appendix  d. 


a  Winter  Garden,  here  and  there  broken  by  wider  and  more  decorated 
spaces  which,  being  well  filled  with  hardy  but  beautiful  plants,  would 
become  exceedingly  attractive,  and  might  be  kept  up  at  small  cost. 

If  there  is  any  probability  that  the  ground  recently  occupied  as  the 
annexes  of  the  Exhibition  will  be  unoccupied  for  some  years  to  come,  it 
has  been  suggested  that  it  might  be  employed  (until  required  for  other 
purposes)  as°an  appendage  to  the  Royal  Horticultural  Garden.  A  hank 
might  be  raised  and  planted  next  the  road  on  each  side,  and  the  space 
within  laid  out  in  grass  and  garden  ground  ;  a  portion  of  this  space 
might  also  be  employed  in  raising  the  plants  now  grown  at  Chiswick 
for  the  decoration  of  the  garden,  it  being  thought  that  all  that  is  done 
under  glass  can  be  done  as  effectually  at  South  Kensington  as  at 
Chiswick. 

Another  portion  of  it,  about  200  feet  square  might  be  roofed  in  with 
glass,  with  an  awning  beneath,  to  be  kept  as  an  every -ready  place  for  the 
Society's  Flower  Shows,  and  which,  being  once  fitted  up,  would  save  a 
large  annual  expenditure. 

Simultaneously  with  these  improvements,  however,  the  remainder  of 
of  the  Arcades  (including  walls,  floors,  ceilings,  and  steps)  require  to  be 
finished,  and  the  Council  would  urge  the  Commissioners  to  complete  their 
architectural  character. 

The  conversion  of  the  present  temporary  entrance  into  one  of  a  perma¬ 
nent  character  is  not  less  essential. 

Offices  suitable  to  the  wants  of  the  Society  are  urgently  needed,  and 
the  completion  of  the  portico  at  the  Council  Room  is  very  important. 

I  have,  &c. 

Andrew  Murray, 

Edgar  A.  Bowring,  Esq.,  C.B.  Assistant  Secretary. 


Enclosure  5. 

Royal  Horticultural  Society,  Soutli  Kensington, 
SiR,  Jan.  15, 1864. 

Referring  to  my  letters  of  10th  of  December,  1862,  and  of 
of  November  1863,  on  the  subject  of  the  Arcades,  &c.,  in  the  ® 
cultural  Garden,  and  not  having  received  in  reply  any  decision  fiom 
Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  the  Exbil dtion  of  1851  on  the  subject,  l  a® 
directed  by  the  Council  to  transmit  to  you  another  letter  dated  the 
of  January,  and  to  request  you  to  submit  the  same  with  the  least 
to  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  an  ansvr  ^ 
this  last  communication,  which  may  be  laid  before  the  Society  at  1 11 
Annual  Meeting  on  the  9th  of  February  1864. 

I  have,  &c. 

Andrew  Murray, 

l  Edgar  A  Bowring,  Esq.,  C.B.  Assistant  Secreta  y- 
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Sir, 


Enclosure  6. 

Royal  Horticultural  Society,  South  Kensington, 
Jan.  15,  1864. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Council  of  the  Horticultural  Society  to 
inform  you  that  they  have  had  under  their  anxious  consideration  the 
present  state  and  prospects  of  their  Gardens  at  South  Kensington,  espe¬ 
cially  in  connection  with  those  Works  which  are  under  the  control  of  Her 
Majesty’s  Commissioners,  and  that  they  have  arrived  at  certain  conclu¬ 
sions,  which  they  request  you  to  have  the  kindness  to  submit  to  the  Com¬ 
missioners. 

1.  Since  the  foundation  of  the  Gardens  by  H.E.H.  the  Prince  Consort 
and  the  Commissioners,  many  unforeseen  circumstances  have  happened, 
affecting  the  fortunes  of  the  Gardens,  which  neither  Her  Majesty’s  Com¬ 
missioners  nor  the  Horticultural  Society  could  have  controlled.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  these  circumstances,  further 
than  to  point  out  that  they  have  kept  in  abeyance  the  realization 
of  the  plans  upon  which  the  Gardens  were  projected,  and  upon  the 
completion  of  which  their  success  depended  and  still  depends. 

2.  Whilst  the  Council  are  sensible  that  it  may  be  difficult  for  the  Com¬ 
missioners  to  afford  the  Council  any  precise  information  of  their  future 
intentions  in  completing  the  original  design,  particularly  as  respects  the 
buildings  forming  the  Central  Arcades,  they  cannot  hesitate  to  express 
to  the  Commissioners  their  conviction  that  the  present  state  of  those 
Arcades  has  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  success  of  the  Gardens  and  the 
Society.  The  imperfect  decoration  of  the  North  Arcades  in  like  manner 
gives  an  air  of  poverty  and  hesitation  which  is  injurious.  Moreover,  the 
ground  at  the  East  and  West  sides  of  the  Central  Arcades  is  a  waste 
which  in  any  case  requires  to  be  put  in  decent  order.  And  certainly 
the  operation  of  removing  the  Great  Exhibition  Buildings  so  as  to  enable 
the  Commissioners  to  dispose  of  their  Land  to  the  Government,  an  opera¬ 
tion  which  is  likely  to  last  during  the  present  season,  is  not  calculated  to 
benefit  the  Gardens. 

3.  The  Council  conceive  that  a  considerable  amelioration  of  these 
depressing  circumstances  is  possible  ;  and  they  submit  that  it  is  the  duty 
and  interest  both  of  the  Commissioners  and  the  Society  to  promote  it. 
They  feel  confident  that  the  Commissioners  will  be  prepared  to  discuss 
the  subject  in  an  enlightened  public  spirit,  and  with  the  desire  of  pro¬ 
moting  the  eventual  accomplishment  of  the  original  design  in  laying  out 
the  ground  and  devoting  it  to  public  uses. 

it  aPPlied  themselves  to  the  consideration  of  what 

of  the  H  t'  7+  t0i  t°  at  the  PreSent  time  to  assume  as  well  the  fellows 

Arcnl  i  !  °C16ty  aS  the  geQeral  Public>  that  the  Gardens  and 
Arcades  are  not  under  a  state  of  permanent  paralysis. 
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5.  The  Council  propose  themselves  immediately  to  commence  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  Gardens  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  greater  shade,  also  of 
providing  Exhibition  space  under  cover,  and  generally  of  adding  to  the 
decorations  of  the  Gardens,  and  making  them  more  attractive. 

6.  The  Council  estimate  that  the  cost  of  these  operations  will 
between  2,0001.  and  3,000Z.,  which  they  propose  shall  he  home  by  the 
Society. 

7.  But  there  are  other  most  important  WO&*,  the  expenses  of  which 
the  Council  feel  would  be  beyond  the  means  of  the  Society,  and  they 
seem  to  be  works  in  which  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  have  equal  or 
even  greater  interest  than  the  Society. 

The  Council  strongly  recommend  that  these  works  should  be  put  in 
hand  immediately  so  as  to  be  completed  before  the  1st  of  May.  They  are 
as  follows :  — 

(a.)  The  North  Arcades  should  be  glazed  and  plastered,  and  certain 
carvings  and  decorations  proceeded  with.  The  Conservatory  should  be 
strengthened  and  improved,  and  lighted,  so  that  it  and  the  adjoining 
Arcades  may  be  used  for  Flower  Shows,  &c.  These  would  be  permanent 
works,  and  would  require  the  chief  outlay. 

(6.)  The  Middle  Arcades  should  be  put  into  a  suitable  state  of  repair 
likely  to  last  for  three  years,  and  openings  should  be  made  between  them 
and  the  adjacent  waste  ground.  Planting  should  be  done,  so  as  to  make 
the  whole  an  attractive  covered  way. 

(c.)  The  adjacent  waste  plots  of  ground  should  be  planted  and 
and  the  palings  raised. 

I  am  directed  to  observe  that  the  decorative  completion  of  the  North 
Arcades  appears  to  the  Council,  from  a  moral  if  not  a  legal  poiut  of 
view,  to  be  imperative  on  the  Commissioners  at  some  period,  at  a  veiy 
large  cost,  whilst  the  works  in  (/>.)  and  (c.)  may  be  considered  really  m 
the  light  of  obligations  on  the  part  of  the  landlord,  which  for  the 
general  value  of  the  property  and  its  appearance  it  is  the  landlords 
interest  especially  to  execute. 

(d.)  The  entrances  and  the  South  Arcades  should  be  made  nioie 
attractive,  and  be  sufficiently  protected  against  the  weather. 

8.  The  Council  estimate  that  these  works,  exclusive  of  those  in  Par. 
could  he  properly  executed  for  the  sum  of  18,000&»  and  they  will  under¬ 
take  that  they  will  ask  for  no  further  sum  on  behalf  ot  them. 

9.  The  Council  are  satisfied  that  this  expenditure  would  infuse  new 
life  into  the  Gardens,  and  give  confidence  to  the  public  that  the 
missioned’  plan  had  not  been  abandoned.  The  Council  submit  that  tie 
experience  of  the  next  three  years  would  be  most  valuable  both  to  ^ 
Commissioners  and  the  Society,  in  determining  how  far  the  c°mpie  ie  ^ 

sive  plans  as  originally  designed  should  be  prosecuted,  ™ocllfie  i 0 
given  up. 
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Should  the  Commissioners  be  prepared  to  sanction  the  outlay  of  the 
sum  proposed  and  advance  the  money,  the  Council  would  be  happy  that 
its  expenditure  should  be  carried  on  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
Expenses’  Committee,  which  represents  the  interests  both  of  the  Com- 
missioners  and  the  Society. 


I  have,  &c. 

Andrew  Murray, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


Edgar  A.  Bowring,  Esq.,  C.B. 


(3.) 

Palace  of  Westminster,  6th  February  1864. 


Sir, 


I  am  directed  by  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
of  1851  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  letters  of  the 
10th  December  1862,  17th  November  1863,  and  15th  January  1864,  on 


the  subject  of  the  Arcades  erected  by  the  Commissioners  round  the 


Gardens  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society,  and  of  the  position  and 
prospects  of  those  Gardens. 


The  Commissioners  feel  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  them  to  reply  to 


the  last-mentioned  of  these  various  communications,  viz.,  your  letter  of 
the  15th  ult. 

Without  admitting  the  existence  of  any  legal  or  moral  obligation  on 
their  part,  Her  Majesty  s  Commissioners  are  willing  to  allow  that  the 
difficulties  experienced  by  the  Council  of  the  Society  to  which  your  letter 
alludes,  may  be  in  some  measure  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  funds 
which  the  Commissioners  were  required  by  their  agreement  with  the 
Society  to  expend  upon  the  Gardens  proved  to  be  insufficient  to  complete 
the  works  according  to  the  original  design. 

.  Under  a11  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners 
direct  me  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Council,  that  they 
will  be  prepared  to  advance  a  sum  not  exceeding  a  maximum  of 
13,0001.  for  the  purposes  of  the  Gardens,  to  be  expended  in  the  manner 


.  11  •  - K11V.  UlOUUCi 

indicated  generally  in  your  letter,  such  advance  to  bo  marl*  ™,t  ^ 


i-biuiiers  reserve  to  themselves 
g  possession  of  either  or  both  of  the  two  Annexe 
or  any  part  of  them,  on  giving  to  the  Society  six 
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onths’  clear  notice,  commencing  from  any  date.  The  Society  will 
further  understand  that  they  will  not  be  entitled  to  make  any  claim 
for  compensation  on  the  Commissioners,  in  the  event  of  such  resumption. 

The  remaining  sum,  not  exceeding  a  maximum  of  11,000?.,  now  agreed 
,  *  _  jvimced  bv  the  Commissioners,  will  be  specially  applicable  to  the 

ler  works  proposed  by  the  Council  to  bo  executed. 

Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  consent  to  the  proposal  that  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  contemplated  outlay  shall  be  intrusted  to  the  Expenses 
Committee  of  the  Society,  in  which  Committee  the  interests  both  of  the 
Commission  and  of  the  Society  are  represented. 

It  will  of  course  be  understood  by  the  Council  of  the  Society  that  Her 
Majesty’s  Commissioners  only  consent  to  make  this  large  advance  on  the 
distinct  understanding  that  no  such  appeal  as  that  contained  in  your 
letter  will  again  be  entertained  by  them  ;  and  they  agree  with  the 
Council  that  the  experience  of  the  next  three  years  should  be  held  as 
sufficient  to  determine  the  future  of  the  Gardens,  and  the  advisability  or 
otherwise  of  proceeding  with  the  original  plans  of  laying  out  the  Com¬ 
missioners’  Estate,  of  which  plans  the  maintenance  of  the  Gardens  as  an 
ornamental  centre  to  the  main  square  of  the  Estate  formed  a  part. 

I  am  directed,  in  conclusion,  to  express  the  hope  of  Her  Majesty  s 
Commissioners  that  the  concession  now  made  by  them  may  prove  to  be 
the  means  of  insuring  the  permanent  success  of  the  Horticultural  Gar¬ 
dens.  They  feel  convinced  that  no  efforts  will  be  wanting  on  the  part  of 
the  Council  of  the  Society  to  attain  that  end. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Edgar  A.  BoWBiNG. 

Royal  Horticultural  Society. 


Sir,  Palace  of  Westminster,  13th  February  1864 

In  order  to  explain  the  terms  upon  which  Her  Majesty  s  Coni 
missioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  are  willing  to  make  the  advance  ol 
a  sum  not  exceeding  13,000?.  for  the  purposes  of  the  Horticultural  Gar¬ 
dens,  as  announced  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  inst.,  the  Commissionere  fee 
it  necessary  to  advert  shortly  to  the  pecuniary  relations  now  existing 
between  themselves  and  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society. 

Under  the  agreement  of  July  24th,  1860,  Her  Majesty’s  Commission®* 
advanced  a  sum  of  50,000?.  By  the  14th  clause  of  that  agreemen  a 
rental  of  2,145?.  per  annum  is  reserved  to  the  Commissioners,  this  s 
being  the  exact  amount  of  interest  paid  by  the  Commissioners  foi 
loan  of  the  money  laid  out  under  the  agreement  by  them  °n 
gardens. 

In  pursuance  ol  a  further  agreement,  dated  March  1st,  1861> 
Majesty’s  Commissioners  advanced  a  further  sum  of  5,100?.,  exclus*v 
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a  much  larger  sum  expended  by  them  on  the  Southern  Arcades.  By 
clause  4  of  this  agreement  the  Commissioners  are  entitled,  by  way  o 
rent,  to  a  sum  of  21GZ.  15s.  per  annum,  being  after  the  rate  of  44  per 
cent.,  making  the  total  rent  or  interest  now  payable  to  the  Commissioners 
under  both  agreements  amount  to  2,361 ?.  15s. 

The  above  rent  is  independent  of  the  share  of  surplus  profits  secured 
to  the  Commissioners. 

With  respect  to  the  proposed  expenditure  of  a  sum  not  exceeding 
13,000?.,  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Council  of  the  Society,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty’s  Com¬ 
missioners  to  charge  interest,  by  way  of  rent,  on  the  sum  of  4,900?. 
only. 

The  Council  will  observe  that  this  sum  of  4,900?.,  added  to  the  two 
sums  of  50,000?.  and  5,100?.  already  alluded  to,  complete  the  amount  of 
60,000?.,  the  expenditure  of  which  was  contemplated  by  the  above- 
mentioned  agreements. 

Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  have  now  much  pleasure  in  proceeding 
to  inform  the  Council  of  the  Society  that,  having  been  recently  enabled 
to  pay  off  that  portion  of  their  mortgage  debt  which  bore  4£  per  cent, 
interest,  they  are  willing  to  reduce  the  rent  or  interest  payable  to  them 
by  the  Society  to  4  per  cent,  calculated  upon  the  outlay  of  60,000?.,  being 
2,400?.  a  year. 

The  Council  will  therefore  observe,  that  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners 
make  the  advance  of  13,000?.  with  only  a  nominal  addition  to  the  rent 
at  present  payable  by  the  Society. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Edgar  A.  Bowring. 

Royal  Horticultural  Society. 


(5.) 

Articles  of  Agreement,  made  this  20th  day  of  May  1864,  between  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  (herein-after  called  the 

Commissioners)  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society 
of  the  other  part.  J 


Whereas  by  two  Agreements  made  between  the  Commissioners  of  the 
is  part,  and  the  said  Society  then  bearing  the  name  of  the  Horticul. 

2«h  WvIsRo  °f  ihe  0tllM'  ^  alld  bearin«  date' the  0“  «'<= 

enSw  L ’  “d  ‘le  °th6t  lst  M”ot  1S61.  Commissioners  are 

expended  VivV  -7  ^  °f  2,1461  m  resPect  of  the  sum  of  50,000f. 

to  a  rent  oSnTi?  °f  ,the  “  of  tlle  Agreements,  and 

II  •  lGl'  15s‘  m  aspect  of  a  further  sum  of  5,100i.  expended  bv 

“r  °Trid  Ag— ■ 

’  '  5  ’  sucl1  rents  to  be  payable  only  out  of  certain 
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monies  in  the  said  Agreements  described  as  the  Receipts  from  the  Gardens 
f  belonoincr  to  the  said  Society,  and  in  the  event  of  those  Receipts  being 
adequate°  to  such  payment,  after  providing  for  the  prior  charges  therein 
mentioned ;  but  in  the  event  of  such  Receipts  not  being  adequate  for  the 
whole  of  the  said  payments,  then  the  Commissioners  are  entitled  to  such 
sum  only  as  may  equal  from  year  to  year  the  residue  of  the  said  Receipts 
after  providing  for  the  prior  charges ;  and  it  is  by  the  said  Agreements 
further  declared,  that  if  there  should  remain  any  surplus  of  the  said 
Receipts  after  satisfying  the  said  prior  charges  and  payment  of  the  said 
rent  to  the  Commissioners,  then  the  Commissioners  should  be  entitled 
by  way  of  additional  rent,  to  a  sum  equal  to  half  that  surplus :  And 
whereas  the  Commissioners  have,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
said  Society,  consented  to  expend  a  further  sum  not  exceeding  13,0001. 
in  the  improvement  of  the  Gardens  of  the  said  Society  at  Kensington 
Gore,  and  of  the  adjoining  plots  of  land  heivm-aft<T  referred  to  as  the 
“  Annexe  Grounds,”  and  distinguished  by  the  letters  A  and  B  in  the 
plan  hereto  affixed  :  And  whereas  the  piece  of  ground  facing  the  Ken¬ 
sington  Road,  on  which  the  North  Entrance  to  the  said  Society’s  Garden 
and  the  approaches  thereto  were  formed,  was  lent  by  the  Commissioners 
to  the  said  Society  to  be  used  by  them  during  the  period  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Exhibition  of  18G2,  and  has  since  continued  to  be  used  by  the 
said  Society :  And  whereas  the  said  Society  have  requested  the  Com¬ 
missioners  to  allow  to  them  the  temporary  use  of  such  entrance  and 
approaches  for  such  further  time  and  upon  such  conditions  as  are  hereafter 
stated,  and  the  Commissioners  have  consented  to  that  request :  Now, 
therefore,  in  consideration  oT  the  premises,  it  is  mutually  agreed  between 
the  parties  hereto  as  follows : 

1.  The  sum  of  4,900Z.,  part  of  the  said  sum  of  13,OOOZ.,  shall  be  added 
to  the  said  sums  of  50,0001.  and  5,1  OOZ,  herein-before  mentioned  to  have 
been  expended  by  the  Commissioners  in  pursuance  of  the  said  Agreements, 
making  the  total  sum  to  be  treated  for  the  purposes  of  this  agreement  as 

l  expenditure  by  the  Commissioners  amount  to  60,000Z. 

2.  The  residue  of  the  said  sum  of  13,000Z.  shall  be  deemed  to  bean 
Expenditure  freely  incurred  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  benefit  of  the 
said  Gardens  at  Kensington  Gore,  and  no  sum  by  way  of  rent  or  inteicst 
shall  be  payable  by  the  said  Society  in  respect  thereof. 

3.  Instead  of  the  rent  of  2,36 1Z.  15s.,  hereinbefore  mentioned  to  have 
been  i  eserved  to  the  Commissioners  in  respect  of  the  said  advances  o 

|  50,0001.  and  5, 1 00Z.,  there  shall  henceforth  be  n-  >  i  ved  to  the  Comnns 

sioners  an  annual  rent  of  2.400Z.  in  respect  of  the  said  sum  of  60,00«1- 
I  such  rent  being  equivalent  to  interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent,  on  tie 
last-mentioned  sum. 

4  The  rent  hereby  reserved  shall  he  paid  to  the  Commissioners  out 
o  the  said  Receipts  from  the  Gardens  in  the  same  order  of  charge,  an 
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subject  to  the  same  conditions,  and  at  the  same  time,  and  in  all  respects 

in  the  said  manner  as  the  said  rent  of  2,361?.  los- 

5.  The  sum  of  13,000?.  herein-before  mentioned  shall,  unless  the  parties 
hereto  otherwise  agree,  be  applied  in  manner  indicated  generally  by  the 
letters  dated  15th  January  1864  and  6th  February  1864  respective  y, 
printed  copies  of  which  are  annexed  to  this  agreement,  signed  by  the 
Assistant  Secretary  to  the  said  Society  and  the  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
missioners  respectively. 

6.  The  Commissioners  grant  to  the  said  Society  the  temporary  enjoy- 
ment  of  the  Annexe  Grounds  herein-before  referred  to,  to  be  used  by  the 
said  Society  for  such  purposes  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Expenses 
Committee  of  the  said  Society,  in  the  said  letters  mentioned,  upon  the 
conditions  following : — 

Firstly.  The  said  Society  shall  pay  to  the  Commissioners  a  rent  at 
the  rate  of  One  Shilling  a  year  for  each  of  the  said  Annexe  Grounds,  or 
any  part  thereof  that  may  be  for  the  time  being  held  by  the  Society. 

Secondly.  The  said  Society  undertake  to  deliver  up  possession,  with¬ 
out  compensation,  of  the  Annexe  Grounds,  or  either  of  them,  or  any  part 
of  them,  within  Six  Months  from  the  time,  whenever  that  may  be,  at 
which  the  said  Society  may  have  received  a  Notice  signed  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  to  the  Commissioners,  requiring  them  to  deliver  up  possession  of 
the  said  Annexe  Grounds,  or  either  of  them,  or  any  part  of  them.  The 
said  Society  may  remove  any  houses  or  other  fixtures  erected  by  them 
upon  the  said  Annexe  Grounds,  on  undertaking  to  leave  the  site  of  any 
such  houses  or  fixtures  in  such  condition  as  may  be  required  by  the 
Commissioners. 

7.  The  Commissioners  grant  to  the  said  Society  the  temporary  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  said  piece  of  ground  facing  the  Kensington  Road,  to  be  used 
by  the  said  Society  as  an  entrance  with  approaches,  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  same  is  now  used,  upon  the  conditions  following : — 

t  irstly.  The  said  Society  shall  pay  to  the  Commissioners  a  rent  at 
the  rate  of  One  Shilling  a  year,  in  consideration  of  the  temporary  grant 
of  the  said  piece  of  ground. 


Secondly.  The  said  Society  undertake  to  deliver  up  possession,  with¬ 
out  compensation,  of  the  said  piece  of  ground  within  Three  Months  from 
the  time,  whenever  that  may  be,  at  which  the  said  Society  may  have 
received  a  notice  signed  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners,  requiring 
them  to  deliver  up  possession  of  the  said  piece  of  ground. 

Thirdly.  The  said  Society  undertake  to  keep  the  said  entrance  and 
approaches  in  good  repair  during  the  time  for  which  they  may  be 

permitted  to  hold  the  same.  ^  y 

reLiTt? ?,  f eemente  o'; “>•  July  1860  aad  1st  Marsh  1861  shall 

acrrppn  +  U  J0106'  except  *n  so  far  as  they  axe  expressly  varied  by  this 
°  n  ’  and  6XCept  so  far  M  they  are  varied  by  a  certain  indenture 
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,  ,  ,  ,,  dav  of  May  1864,  being  a  surrender  of  the  site  of  the 

north-eastern  tower  of  the  Exhibition  Building  of  1802,  end  of  certain 
^  „f  promenade  over  a  portion  of  the  lower  arcades,  used  »  refresh- 
ment  rooms  at  that  Exhibition.  In  witness  whereof,  fee. 
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Copy  of  an  Act  to  amend  the  Metropolitan  Building  Act 

(1855). 


Provisions  of 
18  &  19  Viet, 
c.  122,  not  to 
apply  to  Build¬ 
ings  of  Com¬ 
missioners  for 
the  Exhibition 
of  1851. 


Short  Title. 


6th  August  1861. 

Whereas  by  "the  Exhibition  of  1851,  Roads  and  Lands  Act,’' 

ah  buildings  erected  or  to  be  erected  by  the  “  Commissioners  for  the 
Exhibition  of  1851,”  were  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  Ac ;  s  e 
in  force  for  regulating  the  construction  of  buildings  in  the  Me  ropo  i 
and  its  neighbourhood:  And  whereas  the  last-mentioned  Acts  weie 
repealed  by  “  the  Metropolitan  Building  Act,  1855/’  and  new  regu  a  ion 
for  the  construction  of  buildings  substituted  ;  but  doubts  are  entei  a1^ 
whether  the  exemption  provided  by  the  said  first-mentioned 
continued  by  the  said  Building  Act  of  1855 :  And  whereas  it 
dient  that  such  doubts  should  he  removed  :  Be  it  enacted  by  the  n  ^ 
most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  o 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  present  Pai  iam 
assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  same,  as  follows  :  .  . 

1.  The  First  Part  of  the  Metropolitan  Building  Act,  1855,  con  ^r0! 

the  Regulations  relating  to  the  construction  of  buildings  in  the  ^ 
polis,  shall  not,  nor  shall  any  provision  therein  contained,  app  y  ^ 
buildings  erected  or  to  be  erected  by  or  with  the  sanction  of  t  ie  ^ 
missioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  on  any  lands  belonging  0  ^ 

and  purchased  in  pursuance  of  any  power  vested  in  them  by  L  *a  ^ 
Act  of  Parliament,  with  the  exception  of  such  streets  or  blocks  o  ^ 

ings  as  may  be  erected  by  them,  or  with  their  sanction,  as  p 
dwelling  houses.  §  -nuild' 

2.  This  Act  may  be  cited  for  all  purposes  as  the  “  Metropolitan 
ing  Amendment  Act,  1861” 
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Clauses  inserted  in  the  various  Acts  obtained  by  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Railway  Company,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests 
of  the  Kensington  Gore  Estate. 

I— Metropolitan  Railway  (Notting  Hill  and  Brompton  Extension) 

Act,  1864. 

Section  30.  The  Railways  authorized  by  this  Act  shall  not  be  opened 
for  public  traffic  until  the  road  or  communication  described  in  this  Act 
as  commencing  at  Cromwell  Road,  and  terminating  at  or  near  Alfred 
Place  West,  has  been  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners 
for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  or  of  their  Surveyor  for  the  time  being,  and 
the  last-mentioned  road  or  communication  shall  be  of  the  same  width 
as,  and  in  continuation  of,  Exhibition  Road,  and  the  works  for  making 
the  said  road  or  communication  shall  be  completed  within  twelve  months 
from  the  time  at  which  they  may  be  commenced. 

31.  The  Company  shall  erect  and  always  maintain  a  first-class  orna¬ 
mental  passenger  station,  with  all  necessary  conveniences  for  the  uso  of 
passengers  with  their  luggage,  at  or  near  Alfred  Place  West ;  such 
station  may  be  used  as  a  receiving  house  for  small  parcels,  but  not  as  a 
station  for  goods  or  minerals,  or  as  a  depot  for  engines  ;  and  no  otlu  r 
station  shall  be  erected  at  or  near  Alfred  Place  West  for  goods  or  minerals 
or  as  a  depot  for  engines  :  Provided  always,  that  the  Company  shall  not 
make  any  entrance  to  or  from  the  said  station  into  Thurloe  Square,  and 
if  any  houses  fronting  into  that  square  arc  taken  or  used  under  the 
powers  of  this  Act,  then  the  Company  shall  in  all  respects  maintain  the 
jontages  of  those  houses  in  their  present  condition,  or  if  they  shall 
polish  or  remove  them,  or  any  part  thereof,  they  shall  erect  in  lieu 
eieof  an  ornamental  wall  or  structure  so  as  to  preserve  as  far  as 
possible  the  character  of  the  buildings  on  that  side  of  the  said  square, 
oft  1  any  dispute  or  difference  shall  arise  between  the  owner,  lessee, 
or  occupier  of  the  said  bouses  and  the  Company  touching  the  premises 

bv  tb  TtCf  difference  sha11  be  referred  to  an  arbitrator  to  be  appointed 
°y  the  Board  of  Trade. 

o'y1"  1Ra,llway  shal1  be  constructed  in  a  covered  archway,  through- 
Place  W  T  f&  leD?th  °f  ^  Une’  fr0m  the  statio"  :>t  "'near  Alfred 
Prince  Albert's^ ^re°  *1Un(*re(*  ^eet  west  of  tlie  eastera  side  of 

the  thlllT  SS  COnstructed  the  lino  of  Railway,  throughout 
a  carriaerp  ?b  thereof>  from  Prince  Albert’s  Road  to  Cromwell  Place 
riSgr0f7idthn0tl-t-  the  width  of  the  existing  Har- 

Companv  Si  S  SU°h  carria«e  road  sha11  be  maintained  by  the 
P  Qy  UQtd  tak<*  to  by  the  parish  as  a  public  road. 
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34  And  whereas  one  of  the  Railways  authorized  by  this  Act  wdl  pass 
through  part  of  a  block  of  buildings  and  the  gardens  attached  thereto, 
situated  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Mary  Abbotts  Kensington,  known  by  the 
name  of  Meth wold’s  Almshouses ;  and  whereas  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Exhibition  of  1851,  are  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  nominating  persons 
to  fill  up  half  of  the  places  in  the  said  almshouses,  and  the  vestry  of  the 
said  parish  is  entitled  to  fill  up  the  other  half  of  the  said  places ;  and 
whereas  the  said  Commissioners,  in  consideration  of  the  said  privilege, 
are  under  an  obligation  to  pay  annually  the  sum  of  eighteen  pounds  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  persons  occupying  the  said  almshouses,  and  to 
defray  the  cost  and  charges  of  repairing  and  maintaining  the  said  alms¬ 
houses  ;  and  whereas  the  said  Commissioners  are  also  under  obligation 
to  pay  annually  the  sum  of  one  pound  to  the  ministers  and  churchwardens 
of  the  said  parish,  on  account  of  a  certain  charity  known  as  Goodfellow’s 
Charity:  Therefore  the  following  provisions  shall  be  applicable  to  the 


taking  of  such  almshouses : 

It  The  Company  shall  take,  for  the  purposes  of  their  railway,  the 
whole  of  the  said  almshouses  and  gardens  : 

2.  In  consideration  of  their  taking  such  almshouses  and  gardens,  the 

Company  shall  rebuild  the  said  almshouses,  and  annex  gardens 
thereto,  at  such  place  and  in  such  manner,  as  may  be  agTeed  upon 
between  the  vestry  of  the  said  parish  and  the  said  Company,  oi, 
in  default  of  agreement,  as  may  be  settled  by  arbitration  : 

3.  All  rights  of  patronage  in  respect  of  the  appointment  of  the  pool 

persons  to  occupy  the  said  almshouses  possessed  by  the  said  Com 
missioners  shall,  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  on  the  perloi  m- 
ance  by  the  Company  of  all  the  stipulations  contained  in  this 
clause,  be  transferred  to  and  vest  in  the  vestry  of  the  said  pans  i 
of  Saint  Mary  Abbotts  Kensington : 

4.  With  a  view  to  securing  the  due  repair  and  maintenance  o  ^ 

said  almshouses,  and  the  payment  of  the  said  annual  sums  > 
eighteen  pounds  and  one  pound  respectively,  the  Company  s  a  , 
as  a  further  consideration  for  the  value  of  the  almshouses  anc 
gardens  taken  as  aforesaid,  secure  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  vestry 
of  the  said  parish  of  Saint  Mary  Abbotts  Kensington,  by  invest^ 
ment,  purchase  of  land,  covenant,  or  otherwise,  the  payment 
the  said  annual  sums  of  eighteen  pounds  and  one  pound  respec 
tively,  and  the  due  repair  and  maintenance  of  the  almshouses 
be  erected  by  the  said  Company  : 

5.  And  the  said  Commissioners  and  their  estates  and  effects  shall, 

consideration  of  such  transfer,  be  discharged  from  the  obligat10^ 
of  paying  the  said  annual  sum  of  eighteen  pounds  or  any  P£  ^ 
thereof,  and  the  said  annual  sum  of  one  pound,  or  any  P 
thereof,  and  also  from  the  obligation  of  repairing  and  maintain 
the  said  Almshouses. 
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jj _ Metropolitan  Railway  (Additional  Powers)  Act,  1866. 

Section  17.  In  the  construction  of  the  Railway  between  the  ]><>intR 
referred  to  in  the  thirty-second  Section  of  “The  Metropolitan  Railway 
(Notting  Hill  and  Brompton  Extension)  Act,  1864,”  and  under  the 
carriage  road  (lierein-after  called  the  Harrington  Road  Extension) 
referred  to  in  Section  thirty-three  of  the  same  Act,  the  following 
provisions  shall  take  effect : 

1.  Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  the  thirty-second  and 
thirty-third  Sections  of  the  said  Act  of  1864,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Company  to  make  and  maintain  openings  or  arches  «.n 
the  south  side  of  the  Railway  under  the  Harrington  Road 
Extension  for  the  purpose  of  light  and  ventilation  to  the  Railway, 
such  openings  or  arches  to  commence  fifteen  feet  from  the  north¬ 
east  corner  of  Bute  Street,  and  to  run  continuously  in  an  easterly 
direction  to  an  extent  not  exceeding  two  hundred  feet  in  length 
in  the  whole ;  and,  except  as  aforesaid,  the  Company  shall  not 
make  or  maintain  any  shaft  for  ventilation,  or  any  opening  what¬ 
ever  through  the  surface  of  the  ground  for  light  or  wntilat  im. 
or  for  any  other  purpose  whatever,  throughout  the  whole  length 
of  the  Harrington  Road  Extension,  or  between  the  points  referred 
to  in  the  thirty-second  Section  of  the  said  Act  of  181 

-•  The  Company  shall,  before  opening  the  Railway  under  the  Har¬ 
rington  Road  Extension,  erect  and  for  ever  thereafter  maintain 
e  o  lowing  works,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  south  side  d 
amngton  Road  Extension,  and  immediately  above  and  co- 
ex  ensive  with  the  said  openings  or  arches,  an  ntal  wall 

welvefeet^n  height  above  the  surface  of  the  mad.  ami 

at  JS*  en?  0f  -t  ie  slopeS>  or  retainins  walls,  and  opp<  site  to  and 
at  each  extremity  ef  the  said  openings  or  arches,  so  sa  to  f 

aWthTTef  /I1,!  adj°ining  lan'ka  wa"  >'"  >  height 

lDove  the  surface  of  the  ground. 


m-— Metropolitan  Railway  Act,  1867. 

I^tan  Mlw^YNot^8  mn  a6  ^y'fo,Uth  86ction  <*  “The  M 

^MprovisioL  wete  fac^  ^  ^  Extension)  Act,  I 

^gardens  attached  thereto  ^  °f 

K^ngton,  and  known  bv  the  T  o{  St  ***7  Abbott 

w  ereas  by  reason  of  difficulties  a™eS  °  Metll'v  1,1,1  "  Almshousss;  and 
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said  Act  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following  provisions  shall  be  applicable  to  the  taking  of  such  alms¬ 
houses  and  hereditaments : 

1.  The  Company  shall  take  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  Act  the  whole 
of  the  said  almshouses,  gardens  and  hereditaments  : 

2  The  Company  shall  within  one  year  from  the  passing  of  this  Act  pay 
to  the  vestry  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Abbott  Kensington  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  as  purchase 
money  and  compensation  for  or  in  respect  of  the  taking  of  the 
said  almshouses,  gardens,  and  hereditaments,  and  such  purchase 
and  compensation  moneys  shall  be  paid  by  the  Company  into  the 
Bank  of  England,  together  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  five 
pounds  per  centum  per  annum  from  the  date  of  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  to  be  applied  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  sixty-ninth  and 
seventieth  sections  of  “The  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act,  1845, 


subject  nevertheless  as  herein-after  mentioned  : 
j  The  legal  right  to  the  said  purchase  and  compensation  money  and 
all  rights  of  patronage  whatsoever  in  respect  of  the  appointment 
of  the  poor  persons  to  enjoy  the  charity  hitherto  enjoyed  by  the 
occupants  of  Methwold’s  Almshouses  shall  after  the  passing  o 
this  Act,  as  against  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of 
1851,  be  exclusively  vested  in  the  vestry  of  the  said  parish  o 
St.  Mary  Abbott  Kensington,  and  upon  payment  of  the  said  sum 
of  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  the  Company 
shall  be  freed  and  exonerated  from  all  claims  in  respect  of  suci 
purchase,  compensation,  or  patronage : 

4.  The  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  and  their  estate  an 
effects,  shall,  as  from  the  first  day  of  January  one  thousand  eig 
hundred  and  sixty-six,  be  discharged  from  the  obligation  wln^ 
they  are  now  under  of  paying  the  annual  sum  of  eighteen  pou 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  persons  occupying  the  said  almshouses, 
and  to  defray  the  cost  and  charges  of  repairing  and  maintaining 
the  said  almshouses,  and  the  further  sum  of  one  pound  to  ^ 
minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  on  account 
certain  charity  known  as  Goodfellow’s  Charity,  and  also 
the  obligation  of  repairing  and  maintaining  the  said  a  m 
houses :  ^ 

No  new  almshouses  shall  be  erected,  but  the  said  vestry  shall  b  ^ 
liberty  to  take  such  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Chancery^ 
otherwise,  as  they  may  be  advised,  for  the  establishment 
scheme  in  respect  of  or  in  relation  to  the  said  purchase  » 
compensation  money  and  the  future  application  thereof,  an  ^ 
the  meantime,  and  until  the  establishment  of  such  schemft 
any,  the  said  vestry  shall  pay  and  apply  the  net  annual  me 
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to  arise  from  the  said  purchase  and  compensation  money,  or  the 
securities  for  the  time  being  representing  the  same,  equally 
between  six  poor  persons  of  the  said  parish  to  be  selected  by  the 
said  vestry. 


APPENDIX  G. 

Correspondence  with  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of 
1862,  on  the  Subject  of  their  Liabilities  to  Her  Majesty’s 
Commissioners. 


(1.) 

Si®.  Whitehall.  Mar 

I  am  directed  by  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
of  1851  to  subjoin,  for  the  information  and  serious  consideration  of  your 
Commissioners,  a  statement  of  their  various  existing  liabilities  to  Her 

Majesty’s  Commissioners. 

1.  To  remove  the  Exhibition  Buildings,  and  reinstate  the  site,  within 
six  months  after  the  close  of  the  Exhibition,  if  required  by  Her  Mueetyb 
Commissioners,  under  Clause  III.  of  the  terms  enclosed  in  Her  Mate* 
Commissioners’  ietter  to  the  Society  of  Arte  of  the  28th  18Mi 

to  lb  nce  °f  any  defimtc  reP1y  on  the  part  of  your  Commiasionen 
Hfrr  C°ntained  iu  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners'  letter  of  the 
November  last  has  prevented  them  fm,„  sorviag  the  , . LZ 

2  fcC2"!2rta""  tl,u  l,"aj  "r  . . i«  wi  . . r  ■ 

ward  of  March  1862  SI  I,/  ^  16  Slte’  Under  Oord  ' 

•t  the  B„M„:  Zth^  Ml  V°  "?ng#rrt  b°  “*•*<>  *»  th.  rota.*. 

‘ta  removal  has  taken’  .  be  ~  ta  till  ** 

t>e  much  injured.  1  ’  ff  ct‘"»  "  tin'  n»..|s  will  .loubtWa 

^■euud  floor  0f  the  Refreshment  Ro’  a“<i  Wo"  ““  of  U» 

December  1861.  Her  Maiestv’s  P  “nw<r  the  «Sr.-m,mnt  -f  the  l-th 
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occupation  by  the  refreshment  contractors,  whilst  large  holes  have  in 
several  places  been  actually  made  in  the  solid  wall  separating  them  from 
the  Exhibition  Buildings.  It  will  be  necessary  that  these  matters  shall 
be  put  to  rights  by  your  Commissioners,  to  whom  a  strong  letter  of  com- 
plaint  from  the  Horticultural  Society,  as  to  the  state  in  which  these 
Soutli  Arcades  and  the  Western  Entrance  have  been  left,  was  forwarded 
by  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  on  the  13th  January  last. 

4.  To  make  a  solid  back  wall,  the  whole  length  of  the  South  Arcades 
and  the  West  Arcades  (the  wall  at  the  back  of  the  South  Arcades  con¬ 
stituting  the  division  between  the  Refreshment  Rooms  and  the 
Exhibition  Buildings),  in  conformity  with  the  stipulations  contained 
in  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners’  letter  to  your  Commissioners  of  the 
29th  January  1861.  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  observe  that  a  large 
number  of  doors  of  communication  have  been  constructed  through  the 
wall  behind  the  South  Arcades  (it  is  presumed  for  convenience  of  access 
between  the  Exhibition  Buildings  and  the  Refreshment  Rooms),  the 
existence  of  which  is  stated  by  the  insurance  offices  largely  to  increase 
the  risk  of  the  destruction  of  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners’  property,  and 
the  substitution  of  solid  brick  for  which  will  be  indispensably  necessary, 


in  the  event  of  the  removal  of  the  Exhibition  Buildings. 

No  wall  or  means  of  shutting  in  the  Western  Entrance  to  the  Hoiti- 
cultural  Gardens  has  yet  been  provided  by  your  Commissioners,  and  a 
solid  wall  is  wanting  at  that  part  of  the  West  Arcades  where  a  door  of 
communication  was  made  between  the  Western  Annexe  and  the  Hoiti 
cultural  Gardens,  for  the  convenience  of  your  Commissioners  and  the 
Society. 

5.  To  restore  the  site  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  Annexes,  Boilei 
house,  &c.,  as  stipulated  in  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners’  letteis  o 
February  4  and  10,  1862.  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  regret  to 
observe  how  slowly  the  removal  of  those  Annexes  is  proceeding,  an 
would  refer  to  their  letter  of  the  12th  January  last,  requesting,  in  the 
interest  of  their  tenants,  that  this  removal  might  be  proceeded  with  as 
fast  as  possible.  Any  damage  done  to  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners 
property  in  the  course  of  such  removal  will  of  course  have  to  be  nia  e 
good.  On  this  subject  they  have  just  received  a  complaint  from  then 
tenant,  Lady  Franklin,  of  her  garden  having  been  entirely  exposed  y 
the  destruction  of  a  low  wall  which  divided  it  from  the  back  of 
Eastern  Annexe,  and  of  the  trees  and  bushes  which  were  undermined  i 
making  that  wall ;  and  I  am  to  request  that  the  necessary  orders  may 
be  at  once  given  for  making  good  the  injury  thus  caused  to  that  la  y 
garden. 

6.  To  restore  the  site  of  the  cellars,  &c.,  that  have  been  constructe 
by  the  refreshment  contractors  under  the  Annexes,  to  such  extent  as  may 
be  determined  on  by  the  Surveyor  to  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners, 
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conformity  with  the  conditions  set  forth  in  their  letter  of  the  10th 
February  1862. 

7.  To  restore  the  site  of  the  tunnel  constructed  under 
Entrance  to  the  Horticultural  Gardens,  in  conformity  with  the  agreaiMmfi 
made  at  the  time  when  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  and  the  Horticul¬ 
tural  Society  consented  to  its  construction. 

In  addition  to  the  above  liabilities,  there  are  various  othci 
were  only  to  come  into  force  in  the  event  of  the  late  Exhibition 
leaving  a  surplus  in  the  hands  of  your  Commissioners,  which  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioners  understand  not  to  have  been  the  case. 

Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  have,  in  conclusion,  to  request  that 
your  Commissioners  will  have  the  goodness  to  take  such  steps  as  may 
seem  to  them  best  adapted  for  insuring  the  due  fulfilment  of  the  above 
stipulations,  which  are  so  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  pmj**rty 
and  interests  of  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  Edgar  A.  Bowring. 

for  the  Exhibition  of  1862. 


Stt? 

’  T  Whitehall,  25th  Jane  1803. 

of  is  J  AM  by  Hei’  Majesty’s  Commission 

18ol  to  request  th.it  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  take  an  MrU. 

T*  •**“«■  '■  <  f  J  a  . . 

fulfilment  of  which  Uni!  °f  MaWsh  the 

Her  Maiestv’a  O  •  pr°gieSS  appears  to  have  1-  ads. 

. - . . « 

before  Parliament  ®. purcha“  °i  ^  main  Exhibition  building  now 

liabilities.  In  this  ci teZ^  T,  T fuWUin«  corUi»  «»0* 

of  that  building  and  thf  y  are  included  the  questions  of  the  removal 
^varioS  of.th"  the  of  the  reJk 

my  letter.  le  a  mg  to  tlle  Refreshment  Rooms,  as  set  forth  in 

ttereiu detailed^iSdfo^the^  UOt  apply  to  tlu'  wuuuning  ii..l,iliUes 
Arcades  of  the  HorticuWl  a^toTth ^  “f  tl,e  W‘ 

Western  Entrance  to  ti.r .  ardens»  the  means  of  shutting  in  the 

under  the  Eastern  ®U"  °"s’  1 1,0  r“*°n>tio»  of  tUrffc  of  the 

“  "spectof  all  of  1 .  ‘  £  tt6rem  by  th.  Befcnbmntt  ( loot 
aooere.  ^  y  ur  Commwsionera  with  Her  Miy.  t,  . 
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With  regard  to  the  site  of  the  Eastern  Annexe,  not  only  have  Her 
Majesty’s  Commissioners  been  unable  as  yet  to  carry  out  their  promise  to 
grant  the  temporary  use  of  the  site  as  a  drill-ground  to  the  1st  Middlesex 
Engineer  Volunteers,  owing  to  the  long-continued  delay  in  its  restora¬ 
tion,  but  two  complaints  from  the  local  Board  of  Health  have  been  served 
upon  the  Commissioners,  in  consequence  of  the  state  in  which  the  site 
has  been  so  long  left.  I  am  also  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  have 
just  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Horticultural  Society, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  safety  of  the  Eastern  Arcades  is  seriously 
endangered  from  the  same  cause,  and  from  the  want  of  drainage  on  the 
spot. 

As  respects  the  site  of  the  Western  Annexe,  Her  Majesty’s  Commis¬ 
sioners  are  informed  that,  irrespective  of  the  restoration  of  the  site  itself, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  adopt  special  precautions  along  the  whole  length 
of  the  line  where  the  site  abuts  on  Prince  Albert’s  Road,  for  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  that  road,  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  the  excava¬ 
tions  have  been  made,  and  the  same  observation  appears  to  apply,  though 
in  a  less  degree,  to  the  site  of  the  Eastern  Annexe. 

Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  are  aware  how  anxious  your  Commis¬ 
sioners  must  be  to  insure,  to  the  utmost  extent  in  their  power,  the  due 
fulfilment  of  the  various  stipulations  entered  into  by  them,  and  they 
would  suggest  whether  the  time  has  not  arrived  when  your  Commis¬ 
sioners  should  give  pressing  instructions  to  their  solicitors  on  the  subject, 
and  that  those  gentlemen  should  also  be  instructed  to  communicate 
without  delay  respecting  the  matters  referred  to  in  this  and  my  previous 
letter  of  the  24th  March,  with  Mr.  Hunt,  the  Surveyor  to  Her  Majesty’s 
Commissioners,  whose  duty  it  is  to  protect  their  interests  in  all  that 
relates  to  their  Estate. 

It  is  of  course  understood  by  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  that  they 
will  be  put  to  no  expenses  of  any  kind  in  reference  to  these  transactions, 
considering  the  liberality  with  which  they  placed  so  large  a  portion  o 
the  Estate,  rent  free,  at  the  disposal  of  your  Commissioners,  for  the  pul 
poses  of  the  late  Exhibition,  and  the  ready  manner  in  which  they  su 
sequently  gave  them  every  facility  in  their  power. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  Edgar  A.  BoWRiNfr 

for  the  Exhibition  of  1862. 


Privy  Council  Office,  Downing  fetiee  , 
7th  July  1863.  ^  .  ^ 

I  AM  directed  by  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  the  1  ^ 
of  1862  to  inform  you,  in  reference  to  your  letters  of  the  24th  of 
and  25th  June,  1863,  that  they  have  instructed  their  Solicitors  to 
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the  necessary  steps  for  carrying  out  the  requirements  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  as  stated  in  those  two  communications. 

I  am  &c. 

Edgar  A.  Bowring,  Esq.,  C.B.  F.  R.  SANDFORD, 


(4.) 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  the  81st  Meeting  of  the  Royal  Commission 

16th  April  1864. 

With  reference  to  the  outstanding  question  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862  should  be  required  to  fulfil 
their  various  existing  obligations  to  the  Commission,  it  was  resolved 
that  Lord  Derby,  or  such  person  as  may  be  specially  nominated  by  him 
for  the  purpose,  should  be  intrusted  with  full  powers  to  dispose  of  the 
matter  finally  on  behalf  of  the  Commission. 


(5.) 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  the  82nd  Meeting  of  the  Royal  Commission. 

29th  May  18G5. 

Lord  Derby  reported  to  the  meeting  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  autho¬ 
rity  vested  in  him  at  the  last  meeting,  he  had  succeeded  in  making  an 
arrangement  with  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  18G2,  whereby 
the  latter  had  paid  700L  to  the  Commission,  and  500l.  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  respect  of  the  Exhibition  site  purchased  by  them,  in  final  settle¬ 
ment  of  all  claims  upon  those  Commissioners. 
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Address  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society 
to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Consort,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Public  Opening  of  the  Gardens  of  the  Society  on  the 
5th  June  1861 ;  with  His  Royal  Highness’s  reply. 


Sir. 


May  it  please  Your  Royal  Highness : 


"ratnlni^  ^0UDCl1  of  the  R°yal  Horticultural  Society,  venture  to  con- 
have  no  6  °Ur  oyal  Highness  upon  the  important  stage  at  which  we 
Roval  TT  T1  Prooress  of  an  undertaking  originating  with  Your 

interest  ^  *n  wkieh  you  have  continued  to  take  so  active  an 

Metron’l^  U,ertaliinS  for  the  establishment  at  the  West  End  of  this 
Gardens  !t  r<i  &  n°^e  ^ar^en>  by  the  aid  of  which,  and  of  the  Society’s 
a  nswick,  not  only  the  art  of  Horticulture  may  be  effectually 


96 


appendix  II. 


promoted,  but  an  additional  means  of  enjoyment  and  recreation  may  be 
afforded  to  the  dense  population  of  London. 

We  deeply  lament  that  recent  domestic  affliction  should  have  deprived 
us  of  the  honour,  for  which  we  had  been  encouraged  to  hope,  of  the 
presence  of  our  Gracious  Queen  at  this  inaugural  ceremony.  But  whilst 
we  deeply  feel  the  want  of  that  presence  which  would  have  added  the 
greatest  lustre  to  the  day’s  proceedings,  we  are  sensible  of  the  many 
marks  of  Boyal  favour  which  we  have  already  received,  and  trust  that 
these  Gardens  may,  when  completed,  prove  not  altogether  unattractive 
to  Her  Majesty. 

Horticulture,  Sir,  is  the  parent  of  agriculture.  It  determines  on  a 
small  scale  the  value  of  the  principles  on  which  an  extended  cultivation 
of  the  soil  depends.  It  is  associated  with  our  food,  our  wealth,  and 
many  of  our  social  enjoyments.  The  Council  believe  that  this  Society 
has  already  contributed  largely  to  the  establishment  of  the  sound  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  cultivation  is  founded.  In  the  course  of  the  last  half 
century  the  Society  has  unremittingly  used  its  influence  and  its  means 
to  enlarge  the  skill  of  the  gardener  and  the  taste  of  the  community.  It 
has  had  the  good  fortune  to  see,  during  that  long  period,  many  orna¬ 
mental  plants  and  every  race  of  fruits  and  esculents  undergo  great 
improvement ;  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  assert  that  its  labours  have 
raised  English  gardeners  to  the  highest  rank. 

Founded  in  the  year  1804,  and  incorporated  in  1809,  by  command  of 
his  Majesty  George  the  Third,  the  Society,  after  languishing  for  some 
years,  sprang  into  active  existence  as  soon  as  the  termination  of  the  long 
war  once  more  left  men  leisure  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace.  At  that 
time  Horticulture  had  ceased  for  many  years  in  every  part  of  Euiope 
to  make  sensible  progress.  All  that  remained  was  an  unintelligeI^ 
routine.  Up  to  the  year  1816  the  number  of  Fellows  who  joined  the 
Society  annually  rarely  exceeded  20.  From  that  period,  however,  ie 
elections  rapidly  increased,  so  that  in  1821  they  amounted  to  328.  11 

1822  the  garden  at  Chiswick  had  been  formed,  and  the  power  of  Ce 
Society  to  do  good  began  to  be  felt  even  in  the  remote  possessions  of  t 
Crown.  Collectors  of  seeds  and  plants  for  the  Horticultural  Society 
were  heard  of  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  in  India,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Zambezee,  and  in  the  distant  regions  of  the  Hudson  s  Bay  0  ^ 
pany.  The  result  of  these  operations  was  the  introduction  into  En0  ^ 
of  by  far  the  larger  part  of  the  highly-prized  occupants  of  1110 
gardens. 

In  1827  was  held  the  first  of  those  Fetes,  or  more  properly,  eAibitt* 
of  Horticultural  produce,  which  for  so  many  years  were  among  t 1 
attractive  events  of  a  London  season.  At  first  those  meetings  we 
attended  with  little  success ;  there  now,  indeed,  remains  in  the  Clnsw 
harden  the  small  iron  tent,  under  which  a  few  cultivators  venture 
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those  days  to  display  their  scanty  stores.  But  liberal  rewards  produced 
competition ;  gardeners  soon  saw  that  to  be  the  gainer  of  a  prize  at 
Chiswick  was  to  stand  at  the  head  of  their  class :  knowledge  was  sought 
for,  and  improved  methods  of  cultivation  were  gradually  discovered. 

The  changing  habits  of  society,  the  competition  of  other  similar  exhi¬ 
bitions  in  London  itself,  the  power  of  locomotion  to  more  distant  places 
of  recreation  by  railway,  combined  with  the,  at  all  times,  uncertain 
nature  of  our  climate,  had  in  late  years  materially  diminished  that 
attendance  of  visitors  upon  which  the  income  of  the  Society,  and  con¬ 
sequently  its  power  of  encouraging  Horticulture,  depended.  It  was 
under  these  circumstances  that  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  Garden  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Metropolis  was  sought. 

Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  of  whom 
Your  Royal  Highness  is  also  the  President,  having  purchased  out  of  the 
surplus  funds  of  that  undertaking  an  estate  at  Kensington  Gore,  it  was 
felt  that  this  locality  offered  unrivalled  facilities  for  the  establishment 
of  a  new  Garden,  and  successful  negotiations  with  the  Commissioners 
enabled  the  Council,  with  Your  Royal  Highness’s  sanction,  to  lay'  in 
July  1859  the  plans  before  the  general  meeting  of  Fellows,  which 
received  their  unanimous  approval. 

An  agreement  has  since  been  concluded  by  us  with  Her  Majesty’s 
ommissioners  for  leasing  a  space  of  22£  acres  upon  a  rent,  the  amount 
o  which  is  contingent  upon  the  income  of  the  Society  ;  part  of  the  con- 
c  1 ,10111S  being’ tliat  the  SocietY  should  expend  on  the  Garden  a  sum  of 
[10 .  6®s  t,ian  5°>OOOZ.,  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  binding  themselves 
o  inclose  it  with  arcades  of  an  ornamental  character,  costing  at  least  an 
qua  sUm.  Her  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  grant  the 
Hc1!ry;:nTCharfcerof  IncorP0™ti°n,  under  the  name  of  the  Royal 
T  °Ur  W°rks  haVe  n0t  ari'ived  at  state  of  corn- 

consideration  7"  ^  7  W  ********  by  this  time-  TakinS  ^to 

^nusua  1  l°Ter’  the  l0ng  COntinued  wefc  of  last  summer,  the 
b«iWinl  tr7i  y  f  Subse1uent  winter>  and  disturbance  in  the 
cannot  b  i  ' C  6  Caused  tlie  unfortunate  strike  of  this  spring  we 

The  neceStvt Ulate  °UrS.elveS  "l10"  what  1,as  alre!"'y  been  nchfeved. 
being  as  Jiff  ,PreSSmg-,f?rWard  “'e  'v”ks  wi“  ««  Garden 

Bnt  ‘be  Council  “  hercaftor  Imposed, 

who  lnl  ff  the  admission  of  the  Fellows  and  th.1, 

Mdng,  ough  oo.  .1  ,“f°”Sly  forward  support  of  the  under- 

^kibitions  of  Fl„  TJ  yed-  They  therefore  reso,v“l  «o  bold 

W.  *d  CmW  ”  n  '  r  the  nW"lhS  °f  JUM'  SoP*->- 

^dMlyld,  ,f  P  ye”;  “dmit  FeU'’"-S  a"d  Ibeir 
Gardenonit  allow  a  certain  number  of  the  public  to  visit  the 

the  essential  partfof  thVcTT^i^f  ^  eDSUing  Spring  aI1 
puts  ot  the  Garden  will  be  completed.  When  that  time 
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shall  have  arrived  the  public  will  be  in  the  possession  of  a  place  of  resort 
in  which  not  only  may  be  displayed  in  the  most  advantageous  way  all 
that  Horticultural  skill  can  accomplish,  but  whatever  may  most  conduce 
to  the  improvement  of  public  taste  in  sculpture  and  its  sister  arts. 

Since  the  period  when  Your  Royal  Highness  condescended,  as  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Society,  to  take  an  active  part  in  its  proceedings,  it  has 
enjoyed  uninterrupted  prosperity.  At  least  1,500  new  Members  have 
joined  it ;  so  much  confidence  has  been  placed  in  the  measures  of  Your 
Council  as  to  have  produced  by  the  issue  of  debentures  the  sum  of  50,000?. 
required  to  meet  the  Society's  engagements  with  Her  Majesty’s  Commis¬ 
sioners  ;  and  the  Garden  in  which  we  are  now  assembled,  itself,  Sir,  in 
many  respects  the  offspring  of  your  own  intelligence,  has  sprung  into 
existence.  When  the  trees  shall  afford  a  grateful  shade,  and  the  water¬ 
works  in  progress  shall  have  been  completed,  the  scene  cannot  fail  to  be 
one  of  great  interest  and  beauty.  Even  now  the  noble  arcades,  which 
are  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  will  afford  an  agreeable  and 
sheltered  promenade  in  all  weather,  and  the  beautiful  conservatory 
before  us  will  be  enjoyable  in  even  the  severest  season. 

Nor  can  we  look  upon  the  various  works  around  us  without  acknow¬ 
ledging  how  much  we  owe  to  the  different  gentlemen  who  have  con¬ 
tributed  so  much  genius  and  skill,  as  well  as  valuable  time,  to  then 
design  and  execution. 

In  the  name  of  the  Society  we  have  the  honour  to  represent,  we  there¬ 
fore  desire  to  express  to  Your  Royal  Highness  our  earnest  hope  and 
confident  belief  that  the  formation  of  this  Garden  will  show  that  it  is 
not  unworthy  of  the  exalted  patronage  it  has  received  from  Her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty  and  Your  Royal  Highness. 


Reply  of  His  Royal  Highness. 

I  thank  you  for  the  address  which  you  have  just  presented  to  me. 

While  you  have  expressed  your  deep  regret  at  being  deprived  on  tbs 
occasion  of  the  presence  of  the  Queen,  I  am  enabled  and  empowered  o 
assure  you  that  Her  Majesty  on  her  part  also  sincerely  regrets 
inability  to  mark  by  her  presence  the  interest  she  takes  in  your  procee  ■ 
mgs,  and  her  desire  for  your  success. 

You  have  addressed  me  in  my  double  capacity  of  President  of 
Society,  and  also  of  the  Royal  Commissioners  of  1 851.  In  either  of  th* 
capacities  I  cannot  but  be  gratified  by  the  scene  now  before  me. 
avmg  shared,  to  some  extent,  in  your  labours  and  anxieties,  . 
appy  to  be  able  to  congratulate  you  on  what  has  been  effected  » 
haT  ^ly  short  a  time>  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  to  which  y 

success  ’  and  Which  appeared  at  thnes  almost  t0  f°rbid  P 
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That  which,  last  year,  was  still  a  vague  conception,  is,  to-day  a  reality  ; 
and,  I  trust,  will  be  accepted  as  a  valuable  attempt  at  least  to  re-unite 
the  science  and  art  of  Gardening  to  the  sister  arts  of  Architecture,  Sculp¬ 
ture,  and  Painting. 

This  union  existed  in  the  best  periods  of  Art,  when  the  same  feeling 
pervaded  and  the  same  principles  regulated  them  all ;  and  if  the  misuse 
and  misapplication  of  these  principles  in  later  times  have  forced  again 
upon  us  the  simple  study  and  imitation  of  nature,  individual  arts 
have  suffered  by  their  disjunction,  and  the  time  seems  now  arrived  when 
they  may  once  more  combine  without  the  danger  of  being  cramped  by 
pedantic  and  arbitrary  rules  of  taste. 

The  Commissioners  of  1851,  whose  mission  it  is  to  encourage  the  arts 
and  sciences  as  applied  to  productive  industry,  gladly  welcome  your 
Society  as  one  of  the  first  of  those  bodies,  devoted  to  the  promotion  of 
special  branches  of  those  arts  and  sciences,  that  has  availed  itself  of  the 
enlarged  means  of  development  offered  by  the  Commissioners  on  their 
estate.  They  are  glad  to  find  in  your  present  success  and  in  the  generous 
support  of  the  public,  the  confirmation  of  their  belief  that  in  securing 
space  on  which,  in  unison  with  each  other,  and  with  a  systematic  inter¬ 
change  of  mutual  assistance,  separate  societies  and  departments  might 
attain  to  a  degree  of  usefulness  which  their  present  confinement  and 
iso  ation  must  materially  lessen,  the  Commissioners  had  correctly  appre- 
cia  ec  the  great  want  of  the  day  and  the  requirements  of  the  public,  for 

e  enefit  alone  they  should  work,  and  by  whose  assistance  alone 
they  can  hope  to  prosper. 

alieady  see>  ^be  south,  rising  as  it  were,  by  magic,  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  a  noble  work  entirely  the  result  of  the  voluntary  efforts 
biti  a  pUbhc;  aild  this  garden,  itself  the  offspring  of  the  Great  Exhi- 
C7  il8f,Wi11  hardly  be  completed  ere  that  Exhibition  shall  have 

that  «  v  /e  ’  and’  ^  ^rus^  even  surpassed,  by  the  beauty  and  succeas  of 
tbawhich  we  hope  next  year  to  witness. 

thouslnSlt11  WiU  then  °pen  an  additional  of  enjoyment  to  the 

Industrv  T  may  be  exPected  t0  crowd  the  new  Crystal  Palace  of 
inner  court  T’  ^  may  b°pe  tbat  ^  at  no  distant  day,  form  the 
accessible  bvih^V^  quadran§le  of  Public  buildings,  rendered  easily 
science  an/ art  J^™^8  wiU  surround  them,  buildings  where 
light  which  ,,  7  ^  SpaCe  f°r  develol)mcnt’  "'ith  that  air  and 

metropolis>  e  e  sewhere  well-nigh  banished  from  this  OYWgTOWn 

entirely  US  ^  Sti!1  incomPlete.  this  must  not  be  attributed 

exhaustion  of  /VT6  adowed  f°r  their  execution,  or  to  the 

Measure  from  Q  &  S  .Se^  aPart  ®>r  them.  It  results  also,  in  great 

the  Commissione/6  'C,°inSldered  PurPose  ou  the  part  of  the  Society  and 
’  rather  to  present  the  public  with  a  framework,  to  be 

o  2 
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gradually  filled  up,  as  individual  taste,  controlled  and  harmonised  by  the 
General  superintendence  of  the  authorities,  might  direct,  than  at  once  to 
display  a  complete  creation,  which,  however  attractive  for  the  moment, 
would  pall  upon  us  and  grow  stale  by  habit. 

Unrivalled  opportunities  are  here  offered  for  the  display  of  works  of 
art,  and  for  the  erection  of  monuments  as  tributes  to  great  men  and 
public  benefactors.  The  Memorial  of  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  the  result 
of  private  subscriptions,  will  be  the  first  received  in  these  grounds,  and 
adorned  with  a  statue  of  the  Queen,  will  soon  rise  in  the  centre  of  the 
Garden. 

May  your  efforts  meet  with  public  approbation.  May  that  approha- 
tion  give  you  ail  the  support  required,  not  only  further  to  ornament 
these  gardens,  but  also  to  carry  out,  even  on  a  larger  scale  than  during 
the  last  48  years,  the  useful  objects  for  which  you  are  incorporated. 


APPENDIX  I. 

Address  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  Erection  of  a 
Memorial  of  the  Great  Exhibition  of  1851  to  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  on  the  Occasion  of  the 
Inauguration  of  that  Memorial  on  the  10th  June  1863. 


of 


May  it  please  Your  Royal  Highness, 

In  the  year  1853  a  meeting  convened  by  the  Lord  Mayor 
London,  Thomas  Challis,  Esq.,  M.P.,  and  presided  over  by  him,  was  he 
in  the  Mansion  House,  to  consider  the  propriety  of  erecting  some  Memo 
rial  of  the  Great  Exhibition  of  1851,  in  connexion  with  a  tribute  o 
admiration  to  its  great  founder  the  Prince  Consort,  your  Royal  Hig1 
ness  s  illustrious  and  lamented  father.  The  propriety  of  the  step  w 
at  once  recognized ;  and  it  was  resolved  unanimously,  as  well  hy  1  ^ 
country  at  large  as  by  the  meeting,  that  the  Exhibition  “  was  an  e^eI^ 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  nations  of  the  world,  by  enabling  1 1 ' 
to  observe  the  relative  influence  of  science,  art,  and  national  charac 
istics  upon  production,  by  furnishing  the  means  of  a  valuable  review  o 
the  past,  and  by  marking  a  new  starting  point  for  the  future  F°^e 
o  productive  industry  and  giving  it  an  increased  stimulus, 
meeting  saw,  too,  with  the  wise  author  of  the  undertaking) 
tendency  had  been  to  promote  useful  intercourse  between  nil  P^P 
and  to  induce  in  them  feelings  of  goodwill  towards  each  other.  > 
was  accordingly  subscribed  for  the  erection  of  a  Memorial,  an  a 
steps  were  taken  to  obtain  a  place  for  the  intended  Monument  on 
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site  of  the  Exhibition  in  Hyde  Park.  Artists  of  all  countries  were 
invited  to  submit  drawings  and  models  in  competition  ;  and  ultimately, 
out  of  nearly  fifty,  the  design  sent  in  by  Mr.  Joseph  Durham  was 
selected. 

The  endeavours  to  procure  a  site  in  the  Park  having  failed,  we,  the 
Executive  Committee,  who  had  met  with  difficulties  that  might  not 
have  been  anticipated,  sought  the  aid  of  the  Prince  Consort.  This  was 
at  once  freely  accorded  on  the  condition,  characteristic  of  His  Royal 
Highness’s  noble  self-denial,  that  the  Memorial  should  be  in  no  way 
personal,  but  one  to  which  he  could  himself  subscribe.  The  Royal 
Horticultural  Society  granted  the  fine  site  before  which  we  now  stand, 
on  land  belonging  to  the  Royal  Commissioners  for  the  Great  Exhibition, 
and  therefore  appropriate,  the  Commissioners  themselves  concurring  in 
the  grant ;  and  from  that  time  till  the  very  last,  His  Royal  Highness 
continued  to  give  consideration  and  personal  assistance  of  inestimable 
value  in  completing  and  carrying  out  the  project.  Guided  by  his  culti¬ 
vated  judgment,  and  aided  by  an  increase  of  the  funds,  the  design  was 
enlarged  and  improved  to  its  present  form  ;  and  the  last  public  act  of 
the  Prince  in  London  was  the  approval  of  the  statue  of  Her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen,  then  intended  to  surmount  the  Memorial. 

A  letter  from  your  Royal  Highness,  after  the  painful  event  that  had 
plunged  the  nation  into  grief,  conveying  the  will  of  the  Queen  that 
instead  of  Her  Majesty’s  statue  that  of  her  beloved  husband  should 
crown  the  Memorial,  and  offering  on  your  Royal  Highness’s  own  part  to 
present  the  statue  proposed  to  be  thus  placed— a  letter  which  touched 
he  heart  of  the  country— enabled  us  to  carry  out  the  original  desire  of 
e  subscribers,  which  was,  emphatically,  to  offer  a  public  and  lastino- 
p1.  U  6  ia  connexion  with  the  Great  Exhibition  of  1851  to  the  good 
unce—“to  whose  far-seeing  and  comprehensive  philanthropy”  (as  now 

anTt  6  T  tlie  faCe  °f  tlie  Memorial)  “ its  first  conception  was  due, 
0  whose  clear  judgment  and  untiring  exertions  in  directum  its 
cu  ion  the  world  is  indebted  for  its  unprecedented  success.” 

adml!,wke  Ule  Uberty  °f  exPressing  our  great  satisfaction  with  the 
confid  d  ^  WtichMr-Durham  has  executed  the  commission 

Pourable  a  T\  iehaLPr°dUCed  &  WOlk  that  We  believe  to  b« 
feelhm  will  h  t0  lumself  and  to  tlie  country;  and  we  trust  this 

who  genrlly  8  'ared  in’  eSpecially  by  those  eminent  persons 

consequently  r'"  j  Gr6at  Exlubltlon>  and  whose  names  he  has 
In^  yrecorded  on  enduring  granite. 

grateful  thanbf  bblS  bn®f  account  of  our  proceedings,  we  tender  most 
Phased  to  lk  If  Queen  for  the  interest  hm  been 

assistance  thus!  !u  thf  ProSress  of  this  work,  and  the  all-important 
heartily  an  t  in  °Ur  self*imPosed  labour.  And  we  pm, 
y  and  devoutly  that  Almighty  God  may,  in  His  good,,,,,  W 
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preserve  Her  Majesty’s  life— a  life  most  precious  to  her  loyal  and  loving 
people. 

It  only  remains  for  us  to  acknowledge  most  respectfully  the  anxious 
readiness  with  which  you,  Sir,  accompanied  by  the  illustrious  Princess 
whom  all  the  kingdom  welcomes  with  open  heart,  and  by  your  Royal 
Brothers  and  Sisters,  have  graciously  taken  part  in  the  proceedings  of  to¬ 
day.  We  offer  in  the  name  of  the  subscribers  our  earnest  thanks,  and 
we  solicit  that  your  Royal  Highness  will  now  be  pleased  to  command 
the  uncovering  of  the  Memorial. 


APPENDIX  K. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee,  dated  February  7,  1862,  recom- 
(j  mending  the  Erection  of  the  Permanent  Buildings  used  as 
Refreshment  Rooms  during  the  Exhibition  of  1 862. 


In  the  course  of  last  summer  the  Works  Committee,  with  the  sanction 
of  His  late  Royal  Highness  the  President  of  the  Commission,  submitted 
to  the  Finance  Committee  plans  and  estimates  for  the  erection  of  Per¬ 
manent  Refreshment  Rooms  over  the  South  Arcades  of  the  Horticultural 
Gardens,  such  refreshment  rooms  being  in  the  first  instance  used  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Exhibition  of  1862.  The  cost  of  the  erection  of  the 
temporary  structure  required  for  the  last-mentioned  purposes  was 
estimated  at  16,388?.,  whilst  the  materials,  estimated  at  4,000?.,  would, 
at  the  close  of  the  Exhibition,  be  the  property  of  the  contractors.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Permanent  Refreshment  Rooms  proposed  to  the 
Committee  were  estimated  to  cost  28,283?.,  being  11,895?.  in  excess  of 
the  temporary  one.  The  contractors  offered  to  leave  the  permanent 
structure  after  the  close  of  the  Exhibition,  on  condition  of  the  Commis 
sioners  paying  them  the  above  sum  of  11,895?.,  together  with  4,000?  as 
the  value  of  the  materials  above  referred  to,  making  (in  round  numbers) 
16,000?.  the  alternative  being  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  renting  the 
refreshment  rooms  for  60  years  after  the  close  of  the  Exhibition  at  a 
yearly  lental  of  800?.,  they  becoming  the  property  of  the  Commission1 
at  the  expiration  of  that  term. 

The  Finance  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  the  erection  of  the  pm 
posed  Permanent  Refreshment  Rooms  would  be  advantageous  to  tie 
Horticultural  Society,  tend  to  promote  the  success  of  the  Exhibition 
1862— m  which  the  Commission  itself  is  much  interested— and  be  com 
ucive  to  the  convenience  of  the  public  generally,  at  the  same  time  t  * 
tne  pecuniary  risk  to  the  Commissioners  would  not  be  excessive, 
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no  other  means  offered  themselves  of  procuring  the  erection  of  refresh¬ 
ment  rooms  on  such  favourable  terms. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Committee  resolved  that  the  alternative 
proposal  contained  in  Mr.  Cole’s  letter  should  be  accepted,  viz.,  that  the 
Commission  should  agree  to  pay  the  contractors  800 /.  a  year  (or  five  per 
cent,  on  the  estimate  of  16,000/.)  for  60  years,  from  the  1st  June  1863 
as  rent  for  the  refreshment  rooms  in  question,  the  right  of  pre-emption, 
at  the  price  of  16,000/.,  being  reserved  to  the  Commissioners  throughout 
the  whole  term. 

The  Committee  came  to  the  above  resolution  on  the  understanding 
that,  for  the  sum  of  16,000/.,  the  refreshment  rooms  (with  the  exceptions 
under-mentioned)  would  be  completed  in  a  satisfactory  manner  for  the 
permanent  purposes  for  which  they  are  designed,  and  provided  with  the 
necessary  fittings  and  accommodation  ;  and  also  subject  to  the  report  of 
Mr.  Hunt,  both  in  this  respect  and  as  to  the  correctness  and  reasonable¬ 
ness  of  the  items  constituting  the  sum  of  16,000/. 

The  Works  Committee  simultaneously  informed  the  Finance  <W 
m.  tee  that  neither  in  any  of  the  existing  contracts  for  the  construct  i< » 
of  the  arcades,  nor  m  the  proposed  refreshment  rooms,  was  anv  provision 
m  d.  f«  steps  into  the  gardens  from  those  rooms,  or  for  memis  of  closing 

‘he  °°st  °twMch  was  esWraMed  * them  *l  th« 

JSr  of  opinion  that  these  items  cere  necee- 

to .  9  SChem9  0f  tl,e  r'f^">ont  rooms,  Md 
that  A  u  .  *  t0  Mr‘ Hunt  to  deterraine,  in  the  event  of  his  report  on 
was  a  T®  ?tisf“t0ry-  W“ler  the  loot-mentioned  mm ofT.OOO l 

W  h?  ’arge  "  "°rkS  iD  <IU9S‘i9”'  In  *•  event  of  £ 
the  eontf  ,  1  amount  was  reasonable,  it  was  resolved  to  propose  to 

ditionsinrelpect  of^T foS?-  ^  exeCuted  under  tlie  con- 
16,  000/.-makinff  a  ST*  “  th?S,e  included  in  the  first  estimate  of 

not  more  than  sfo/  “  °f  not  more  than  17,000/.,  or  of 

ore  than  850/.  per  annum  for  60  years. 

report  abovTreferredTrthfl  C°mmit*?e  received  from  Mr.  Hunt  the 
faras  related  to  tlm  corr!  w  T  t0  them  t0  be  ^^toiy  so 
stituting  the  above-mentioned  t  reaS0nableness  of  the  items  con- 
0tl*r  points  referred  t0  -rMr  H  T  17,°°0/-  ™P«*  to 

an  arrangement  with  the  Coin  ‘  ^  8  r®Port>  t,ie  Committee  made 
all  mtuT ^of  wlmtT  TT  or  the  of  U»% 

ttjhensor  store-rooms  as  well  •L1^’  ""gU  1,1  I1"'  *P  to  the 

and  drains  below  the  level  of  tl  ‘  ^  c®UaraSe«  gas-pipes,  water-pipes, 

to  become  *!»'  °f  the  -f-shment  roo^ 

1851  after  the  close  of  LLd  ^  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of 

m  the  event  of  the  necessarv  fund  ^  Ex.hlblU0“  :  a,,,I  »'"r‘her  when-by. 

necessary  funds  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Com! 
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missioners  of  1862  after  the  Exhibition,  those  Commissioners  will  execute 
the  various  works  in  the  refreshment  rooms  coming  under  the  head  of 
“  general  repairs,  cleaning,  painting,  &c.,  after  the  year  of  the  Exhibition 
and  making  good  after  the  removal  of  the  Exhibition  Buildings  ” 

The  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862  also  consented,  on  the 
application  of  the  Finance  Committee,  to  undertake  the  responsibility  of 
superintending  the  erection  of  the  proposed  permanent  structure,  in  the 
same  manner  as  they  would  have  done  in  the  case  of  the  temporary 
buildings  originally  intended  to  be  erected  by  them. 

These  various  points  having  been  satisfactorily  adjusted,  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  with  the  entire  concurrence  of  His  Royal  Highness,  gave  their 
assent  to  the  proposed  scheme  ;  and  the  legal  agreement  giving  effect  to 
it  between  the  Commission,  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of 
1862,  and  Messrs.  Kelk  and  Lucas,  the  contractors,  was  duly  executed 
on  the  12th  of  December  last.  A  copy  of  this  agreement  is  appended  to 
this  report. 

By  the  terms  of  this  agreement  the  Commissioners  agree,  in  the 
event  of  their  not  paying  the  above-mentioned  sum  of  17,000/.  to  the 
contractors  by  the  1st  of  June  1863,  to  secure  to  them  a  yearly  rent- 
charge  of  850/.  per  annum  on  the  estate  for  a  period  of  60  years,  with 
the  power  of  redemption  above  spoken  of.  For  the  other  provisions  ol 
the  agreement,  the  Committee  would  refer  to  the  document  itself  in  the 
Appendix. 


Granville,  Chairman. 


Enclosure  to  Report  of  Finance  Committee. 


Agreement  made  the  12th  day  of  December  in  the  year  1861  between 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862  of  the  first  part ;  the  Com¬ 
missioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  of  the  second  part ;  and  John  Kelk, 
of  South  Street,  Grosvenor  Square,  contractor,  and  Charles  Thomas  Lucas 
and  Thomas  Lucas,  of  Belvedere  Road,  Lambeth,  contractors,  which  said 
John  Kelk,  Charles  Thomas  Lucas,  and  Thomas  Lucas  are  herein-after 
referred  to  as  “  the  contractors,”  of  the  third  part. 

Pereas  under  arrangements  made  between  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Exhibition  of]  862  and  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  the 
Exhibition  of  1862  is  in  ha  _ j  xi__  i m  t  _ a™.  fhe  same 


Horticultural  Society,  on  which 
missioners  have  a  right  to  erect 
are  herem-after  mentioned ; 


upper  surface  the  last-mentions 

or  permit  to  be  erected  such  building8 
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And  whereas  under  other  arrangements  made  between  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862  and  the  contractors,  the  contractors 
have  undertaken  the  erection  of  the  buildings  required  for  the  Exhibition, 
and  as  part  of  such  buildings  have  agreed  to  erect  certain  refreshment 
rooms,  and  offices  and  buildings  connected  therewith,  on  the  said  lower 
arcades,  subject  to  the  understanding  that  such  refreshment  rooms,  offices, 
and  buildings  were  to  be  of  a  temporary  character,  and  to  be  removed  by 
the  contractors  at  the  close  of  the  intended  Exhibition  • 


And  whereas  it  appears  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of 
tool  and  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862  that  it  would  be 
for  he‘r  mutual  advantage  if  the  said  refreshment  rooms,  offices,  and 
buildings  were  budt  as  permanent  instead  of  temporary  l.uildiom  and 

fa  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  instead  of  being  removd  by  . . . . 

offices  andlbffiL^118  and  specificatl0ns  °f  tlie  s;li'1  refreshment  rooms, 
omces,  and  buildings  as  permanent  buildings  have  been  nrenared  hv  til 

SonoflSoT'1  ITS  “  %  thC  SaId  Commi8sion^  for  the  K 
such  jL  ?  ^  Commissio^rs  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862  •  and 

hehalfPof  tLaCommClfiCatl0nfS  ^  been  signed  by  Captain  F  wke  on 
of  the  contractors  '  aud  by  the  Sa,d  Job*  **  «  behalf 

erected  ?*““**!  he  additional  cost  of  buildings 

to  be  erected  acc°ordin!  to  Z  ?  *  “!*  "******<»»  over  the  building 
whereas  it  has  been  agreement  at  the  som  of  17,0001: 

refreshment  rooms  offi  es  ^n  1”“  the  *«*>  that  ,1,  said 
the  said  plans  and’specificatT  be  comPleted  according  to 

satisfaction  of  the  Commit  ’  lU'!  01  *' ie  sulH‘i'mtfiulcmv  and 
principal  for  *•  Exhibition  of  r  tllvi 

thatJn  cons*deration  thereof 

Commissioners  for  the  X&mZFijtlMlT*?*  B*Uhlth^  to  ,i‘" 

. ^ 

y  i.  accord**  1 'JfcTtte  7“  ”******  . .  oSon, WW. 

»«vcdas,f„re6<ir  6  p'™  "'"l  '-i-vi.ici.ti,,,, 

. . ** 

or  their  engineer  for  lUe  ££“““«»  *  *.  **1.11.1,1 . . 
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3.  The  contractors  agree  to  deliver  the  said  buildings  so  completed  and 
finished  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862  on  the  12th  day 
of  February  1862. 

4.  The  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1862  agree  at  the  close  of 
the  Exhibition  to  deliver  up  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of 
1851,  to  be  held  by  them  as  their  own  property,  all  the  said  buildings, 
with  all  fittings  of  whatever  kind  which  may  be  put  up  in  the  kitchens 
or  store  rooms  belonging  thereto,  as  well  as  all  cellarage,  gas  pipes,  water 
pipes,  and  drains  below  the  level  of  the  ground  floor  of  the  said  buildings; 
and  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  J  862  further  agree,  in  the 
event  of  sufficient  funds  remaining  in  their  hands  after  the  close  of  that 
Exhibition,  to  execute  all  cleaning,  painting,  and  other  works  necessary 
for  putting  the  said  buildings  in  a  proper  state  of  repair. 

5.  No  alterations,  additions,  or  omissions  shall  be  made  in  the  build¬ 
ings  as  agreed  to  be  erected  by  these  presents  without  the  consent  of  all 
the  parties  hereto. 

6.  In  consideration  of  the  premises,  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibi¬ 
tion  of  1851  will  in  manner  herein-after  mentioned  secure  to  the  con¬ 
tractors  a  yearly  rent  charge  of  850/.  per  annum,  being  at  the  rate  of  5/. 
per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  said  sum  of  17,000/.,  to  be  paid  for  the  term 
of  60  years,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  June  1863,  by  equal  half- 
yearly  payments,  on  the  1st  day  of  December  and  the  1st  day  of  June 
in  every  year,  the  first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  1st  of  December  1863. 

7.  The  said  yearly  sum  of  850/.  shall  be  charged  on  all  those  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments  belonging  to  the  Commissionsrs  for  the 
Exhibition  of  1851  situate  at  or  near  Kensington  which  are  included  and 
comprised  in  two  several  mortgages  made  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Greenwich  Hospital,  and  dated  the  12th  day  of  January  1859  and  the 
27th  day  of  April  1860,  but  the  said  annuity  shall  be  subject  to  all 
mortgages,  leases,  and  incumbrances  affecting  the  said  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereditaments  at  the  date  of  these  presents. 

8.  The  charge  of  the  said  annuity  shall  be  made  by  deed  under  the 
seal  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  to  be  prepared  at 
their  cost,  and  subject,  as  herein-after  mentioned,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
said  contractors  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  June  1863. 

9.  The  deed  charging  the  said  annuity  shall  contain  all  usual  an 
pioper  clauses  for  enabling  the  contractors  to  receive  and  recover  the  sai 
annual  sum  in  case  the  same  shall  be  in  arrear.  But,  nevertheless,  i 
shall  in  such  deed  be  provided  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ^onunis 
sioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  June  1W 
or  at  any  time  after  that  day  (so  that  they  give  six  months  previous 
notice  of  their  intention  so  to  do  on  one  of  the  appointed  half-year^ c  ^ 
of  payment),  to  redeem  the  said  annuity,  by  paying  to  the  contractors  oi 
their  assigns  the  sum  of  17,000/.,  and  upon  such  payment  as  aforesai 
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being  made,  the  right  of  the  said  contractors  or  their  assigns  to  the  said 
annuity  shall  cease. 

10.  The  deed  charging  the  said  annuity  shall  reserve  to  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851  the  amplest  powers  of  leasing  all  the 
property  charged  therewith,  without  the  consent  or  concurrence  of  the  < 
tractors,  so  nevertheless  that  all  leases  to  be  made  or  granted  under  eaeh 
powers  shall  be  made  without  fine  or  premium,  and  reserve  the  beet  rent 
that  can  reasonably  be  gotten,  regard  being  had  to  the  value  of  anr 
buildings  or  improvements  to  be  made  by  the  lessees,  with  power  for  the 
Commissioners,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  to  reserve  a  nomin'al  rent 
during  any  period  not  exceeding  the  first  five  years  of  the  term  granted 


11.  The  deed  charging  the  said  annuity  shall  provide  that,  in  case  the 
I—  f°r  the  Exhibition  of  1851  shall  be  desirous  of  selling  from 

SSr  “ Sr 

»a..  w«  de.lt  „ith  or  d  1^"  “T  «  b. 

and  reasonable  ZnZZt  £  b  ““’’i  «***  *. 

indemnity  against  tl.e  mra-t,,,.,,.,  I  "icb.Mr.for  «Wr 

Purchase  monies  or  +b„  •  °  °  '  to  the  s;,!'1  '  "‘umissioners.  such 
'•‘-■seeurit ylZZ  hT  **  **  **  »  *»■ 

W-«t  of  the  said  «* 

•-KinSflf' snch  ***> 

13.  The  0 

u,e  * 

ino  '-ommissioners  of 
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Greenwich  Hospital,  and  with  such  additions  as  that  mortgage  and  any 
subsequent  dealings  with  the  property  may  render  proper,  and  will  enter 
into  the  usual  covenants  for  production  of  the  title  deeds  relative  to  the 
property ;  but  the  contractors  shall  be  bound  to  take  and  accept  such 
title  as  is  shown  by  that  abstract,  without  making  any  objection  thereto 
or  requisition  thereon  on  any  ground  whatever,  and  shall  not,  except  at 
their  own  expense,  be  entitled  to  call  for  the  production  of  any  title  deed 
or  document  or  any  evidence  in  support  of  that  title. 

14.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  affect  the  arrangement  entered 
into  between  the  contractors  and  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
of  1862  (except  in  so  far  as  such  arrangements  are  affected  by  the  sub¬ 
stitution  of  the  buildings  hereby  required  to  be  made  for  the  buildings 
to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  original  agreement  between  the  said 
contractors  and  the  last-mentioned  Commissioners). 

15.  In  case  of  any  dispute  arising  between  the  parties  hereto  or  any 
of  them  in  respect  of  any  matter  not  expressly  agreed  to  be  otherwise 
determined,  the  same  shall  be  referred  to  arbitration  under  the  Common 
Law  Procedure  Acts  or  any  or  either  of  them.  In  witness  whereof  the 
said  Commissioners  of  the  first  and  second  parts  have  hereunto  affixed 
their  common  seals,  and  the  said  parties  hereto  of  the  third  part  have 
hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 
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National  Portrait  Exhibition. 


Minute  of  the  Department  of  Science  and  Art,  dated  21st  Septembei 

1865. 

The  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education  have  deter¬ 
mined  to  hold  a  National  Portrait  Exhibition  at  South  Kensington  m 
the  arcades  overlooking  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society’s  Gardens,  which 
will  be  opened  in  April  I860. 

This  Exhibition  is  based  upon  the  suggestions  made  by  the  Eorl  o 
Derby  in  a  letter  dated  6tli  May  18G5,  from  which  the  following  extracts 
are  made : — 

“ 1  have  lonS  thought  that  a  National  Portrait  Exhibition,  chronologi¬ 
cally  arranged,  might  not  onlypossess  great  historical  interest  by  bring  » 
together  portraits  of  all  the  most  eminent  contemporaries  of  their  resp 
ti\e  eras,  but  might  also  serve  to  illustrate  the  progress  and  condition, 
wious  periods,  of  British  Art.  My  idea,  therefore,  would  be  to  a  , 

Clt  ler  Portraits  of  eminent  men,  though  hy  inferior  or  unknown  ar  1  ’ 
ov  portraits  by  eminent  artists,  though  of  obscure  or  unknown  individu 
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I  have,  of  course,  no  means  of  knowing  or  estimating  the  number  of 
such  portraits  which  may  exist  in  the  country;  but  I  am  pomaded 
that,  exclusive  of  the  large  collections  in  many  great  bouses,  there  are 
very  many  scattered  about  by  ones  and  twos  and  threes  in  private 
families,  the  owners  of  which,  though  they  could  not  be  pomaded  to 
part  with  them,  would  willingly  snare  them  for  a  few  months  for  a  public 
object. 

“  The  question  of  one,  two,  or  three  exhibitions  in  consecutive  yean 
would,  I  apprehend,  be  mainly  decided  by  the  result  of  future  inquiries 
as  the  probable  number  of  pictures  which  could  be  obtained  and  thofftm 
which  could  be  found  for  their  exhibition  ;  but  whether  the  period  over 
which  each  exhibition  (if  more  than  one)  should  range  be  longer  or  shorter, 
the  point  on  which  I  should  set  the  greatest  value,  in  an  histories!  if  not  in 
an  artistic  point  of  view,  would  bo  the  strict  maintenance  of  the  chronolo¬ 
gical  series.  I  shall  be  very  happy  if  any  suggestion  of  mine  shodd  land 
ie  Committee  of  Council  to  take  up  seriously  and  carry  out,  with  sash 
alteration  of  detail  as  experience  might  suggest,  a  scheme  which  I  think 
could  hardly  fail  of  being  generally  interesting;  and  I  should  have  much 

ST  111  PiacinS  temP°r*^iIy  at  their  disposal  any  portraits  from  my 
llectionat  Knowsley  which  they  might  think  suitable for  their  purpose* 

truiTTT6  constituted  a  Committee  of  Advice,  consisting  of  the 

„  »—*  *-**•. as* 

tion oftheCdl!:^40  whose  Val":i1,lc  labours  the  successful  forma* 
as  secretary.  G  e  Exlu^ltlon»  and  Mr.  Sketehlqr  will  m| 

1.  The  v  y  ^an9emnta  “IWoved  for  the  J  Jo* 

to  illustrate  English  hide* 

Actions,  representing  distim'-t  '  .  ,],v,,1<’d  into  two  or  thm 

as 

eiJ  l)usons  Will  lu*  n,|,  jH  |  11 

rill  be  ««ive,l.  ul, w*.  tf 

or  does 


not  agists  willbe  recJv  ,1'"  '-owledgd  W 

*•  i 
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4  The  portraits  of  foreigners  who  have  attained  eminence  or  dis¬ 
tinction  in  England  will  also  be  included,  with  portraits  by  foreign  artists 
which  represent  persons  so  distinguished. 

5  The  Exhibition  will  be  held  at  South  Kensington  in  the  spacious 
brick  building  used  for  the  refreshment  rooms  of  the  International 
Exhibition  1862,  and  these  galleries,  which  are  perfectly  dry,  will  be 
fitted  up  especially  for  the  Exhibition,  and  patrolled  day  and  night  by 

the  police. 

6.  All  charges  for  the  conveyance  of  pictures  accepted  tor  exhibition 
by  the  Committee  will  be  defrayed  by  the  Department  of  Science  and 

7.  The  Exhibition  will  be  opened  early  in  April  1866.  The  portraits, 
for  the  purpose  of  proper  arranging  and  cataloguing,  will  be  received 
not  later  than  the  second  week  in  February,  and  will  be  returned  at  the 
end  of  August  at  the  latest ;  but  though  the  Exhibition  will  continue 
open  till  that  time,  any  owner  who  requires  the  return  of  his  contribu¬ 
tions  at  the  end  of  July  will  have  them  forwarded  to  him  at  once. 

8.  In  accordance  with  the  usual  practice,  the  Science  and  Art  Depart¬ 
ment,  unless  the  owner  objects,  will  take  photographs  of  such  poi traits 
as  may  be  useful  for  instruction  in  the  Schools  of  Art,  and  allow  them  to 
be  sold  in  the  museum  ;  but  no  permission  will  be  granted  to  any  Prl‘ 
vate  person  to  photograph  without  the  owners  express  sanction.  Two 
copies  of  each  photograph  taken  will  be  presented  to  the  owner  of  the 
picture  photographed. 

9.  As  was  the  case  at  the  Exhibitions  of  1851  and  1862  (and  as  is 
usual  at  the  Koyal  Academy  and  other  exhibitions),  the  Departmen^ 
cannot  be  responsible  for  loss  or  damage,  but  every  possible  care  will  e 
taken  of  works  lent ;  and  it  may  be  added  that  the  numerous  paintings 
lent  for  exhibition  in  1862  were  collected  and  returned  by  the  same 
agency  as  will  be  now  employed,  free  from  any  injury  or  damage  o  an 
kind. 


APPENDIX  M. 

Notice  issued  by  the  Office  of  Works  to  Architects  on  the 
Subject  of  the  proposed  New  Museum  Buildings  at  South 
Kensington. 

Office  of  Works,  12,  Whitehall  Place,  London, 
January  1864.  , 

The  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Works,  &c.  are  prepare 
receive  from  architects  designs  for  public  buildings  to  be  eiecte 
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the  land  recently  purchased  by  the  Government,  and  used  in  1862  for 
the  International  Exhibition,  at  South  Kensington.  All  the  buildings 
now  standing  on  this  land,  except  those  facing  the  Horticultural  Gardens) 
and  belonging  either  to  the  Government  or  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Exhibition  of  1851,  will  be  removed.  The  annexed  plan  shows  the  site 
coloured  red,  and  the  buildings  on  the  north  side,  formerly  used  as  re¬ 
freshment  rooms  and  now  belonging  to  the  Government,  which  are  to 
be  incorporated  with  the  intended  buildings. 

The  buildings  for  which  a  design  is  required  are  to  be  placed  on  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  site  coloured  red,  and  are  to  provide  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  the  collections  of  natural  history  belonging  to  the  British 
Museum,  and  for  the  models  of  inventions  and  machines  belonging  to 
the  Commissioners  of  Patents. 

The  extent  of  floor  space  and  wall  space  required  for  the  Natural 
History  Museum  may  be  learned  from  the  plans  prepared  in  1862  for 
another  site,  under  the  directions  of  Professor  Owen,  and  printed  by  order 
of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  23rd  of  June  1863  (No.  390).  The 
part  thereon  coloured  yellow  shows  that  the  accommodation  required  for 
the  exhibition  of  the  collections  may  be  afforded  by  galleries  extending 
to  a  collective  distance  of  3,280  feet  in  length  with  a  breadth  of  about 
40  feet,  besides  a  lecture  room  and  a  library.  In  addition  to  what  is 
marked  upon  this  plan,  25  rooms  of  about  25  feet  by  18  will  be  wanted 
for  the  attendants  in  contiguity  to  the  rooms  containing  the  collections, 
and  the  basement  will  be  used  for  stores,  warming  apparatus,  & c.  This 
plan  is  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  requirements  of  the 
Natural  History  Museum  according  to  the  view  of  Professor  Owen,  but 
■without  any  intention  of  restricting  the  designs  to  a  similar  disposition 
of  the  required  area,  or  to  the  forms  and  dimensions  of  the  several  gal- 
eries.  The  existing  building  on  the  northern  side,  formerly  used  as  a 
lefreshment  room,  and  measuring  about  360  feet  by  20  feet,  is  to  be  used 

A°r  Purposes  of  this  museum,  and  is  to  be  approached  through  the 
new  building. 

The  building  to  be  appropriated  for  the  Patent  Museum  must  provide 
^  supeificial  area  of  not  less  than  23,000  square  feet,  disposed  on  two 
i  °°rs  9  a  ^idence  must  be  provided  for  a  Director  of  Police,  who  will 
officeTo1181^^6  ^  the  CUstody  of  tlie  Elding8  during  the  night  and  after 

.  esigfting  the  buildings  for  the  accommodation  above  mentioned, 
hav  T*  Pr°bal)ly  erected  intervals  of  time,  the  architects  are  to 
also  n°^  °n^  Ibtnre  extension  of  those  buildings,  but 

for  °  ^  U^™ate  aPPropriation  of  the  whole  site  for  buildings  fitted 
With  llSeU33aS>  ^°r  exlnbifi°n  of  various  objects  of  art  and  science, 

courts,  libraries,  and  halls,  and  architects  are  to  show  u^on  the 
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annexed  plan  the  manner  in  which  they  would  propose  to  lay  out  the 
whole  site  in  such  buildings. 

The  plans,  elevations,  and  sections  of  the  buildings  for  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  museums  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  site  coloured  red  are  to  be 
drawn  to  a  scale  of  20  feet  to  1  inch,  and  competitors  may  send  one 
elevation,  or  parts  of  an  elevation,  drawn  to  a  scale  of  8  feet  to  1  inch : 
one  perspective  view,  tinted  with  light  brown  Indian  ink,  may  accom¬ 
pany  the  designs,  but  models,  bird’s-eye  perspective  views,  and  drawings 
in  frames  (other  than  straining  frames)  and  glasses  will  not  be  received. 

Fireproof  construction  will  be  adopted  throughout,  and  a  general 
description  of  the  materials  proposed  to  be  used  for  the  exterior  must 
accompany  the  designs. 

The  following  premiums  will  be  given  for  the  most  approved  designs : 

£ 

First  premium  -  -  400 

Second  premium  -  -  250 

Third  premium  -  -  100 

Each  competitor  must  submit  designs  for  the  two  museums  and  a 
block  plan  embracing  the  whole  site,  and  no  premium  will  be  awarded 
to  any  competitor  unless  this  condition  shall  be  complied  with. 

The  Commissioners  of  Works  do  not  engage  to  employ  any  of  the 
architects  submitting  designs,  but  if  the  architect  to  whom  a  premium 
may  be  awarded  in  respect  of  his  designs  shall  be  employed  to  superin¬ 
tend  the  execution  of  the  work,  he  will  not  be  entitled  to  receive  such 
premium,  but  he  will  be  paid  a  commission,  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent., 
upon  the  outlay.  Such  commission  to  include  all  expenses  for  measuring, 
superintendence,  &c.,  except  the  salaries  to  clerks  of  works. 

The  designs  in  respect  of  which  premiums  may  be  given  are  thereupon 
to  become  the  property  of  the  Government. 

The  designs  are  to  be  addressed  to  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
and  delivered  (carriage  free)  at  Her  Majesty's  Office  of  Works,  12,  White¬ 
hall  Place,  London,  at  or  before  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  on  the  30th 
March  1864. 

Every  design  sent  in  is  to  be  inscribed  with  a  motto  ;  and  an  envelope, 
with  the  same  motto  on  the  outside,  containing  the  name  and  address  o 

the  competitor,  is  to  be  sent  to  the  First  Commissioner  of  Her  Majesty’s 
Works,  &c. 

The  Commissioners  will  not  be  answerable  for  any  damage  or  accident 
that  may  happen  to  the  drawings 
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Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
appointed  in  1864  to  inquire  as  to  the  most  suitable  Arrange¬ 
ments  to  be  made  respecting  the  Patent  Office  Library 
and  Museum. 


1.  Your  Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  as  to  the  most  suitable 
arrangements  to  he  made  respecting  the  Patent  Office  Library  and 
Museum. 

2.  Your  Committee  have  examined  persons  acquainted  with  the 
working  of  the  Patent  Law,  and  with  the  requirements  of  inventors  and 
manufacturers,  and  have,  in  the  first  place,  made  inquiries  as  to  the 
Patent  Office  and  Library  in  Southampton  Buildings,  with  the  view  to 
ascertain  whether  they  are  adequate  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Patent  Law  Amendment  Act,  1852. 

3.  Upon  this  point  your  Committee  have  found  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  all  the  witnesses  they  have  examined,  and,  so  far  as  they  could  collect 
from  the  evidence  of  all  those  who  have  devoted  attention  to  the  subject, 
1  ie  present  office  is  totally  wanting  in  the  accommodation  requisite  for 
giving  full  effect  to  that  Act,  and  the  patent  system  generally.  For  thia 
purpose  suitable  apartments  for  the  Commissioners,  law  officers,  and 
c  er  *  with  a  record  office  and  rooms  for  inspecting  provisional  speci- 

cations,  drawings,  and  scientific  publications  should  be  at  once  provided ; 

litt/^06  n°W  USed  ^°r  tbe  insPection  of  classifications  and  drawings  is 
i  e  better  than  a  dark  passage,  in  which  there  is  barely  standing  room, 
ofiti  regard  to  the  Library,  your  Committee  have  found  that  it  is  one 
^leat  value  and  utility,  but  that  its  utility  is  seriously  impaired  by  its 
-  ^  sfate,  and  the  want  of  sufficient  attendants  ;  the  books  are  now 
floor 6  *n  a  number  of  small  rooms,  or  rather  closets,  some  on 

sto  85  S°me  0n  ta^es>  some  *n  Passagcs,  and  some  on  shelves  ;  while  the 
surv  r°0mS  aTe  S°  overl°aded  that  the  floors  have  already  sunk,  and  the 
anyVm°r  °/^e  Boarc*  Works  has  refused  to  allow  them  to  be  loaded 
|e  ^  they  should  break  down.  The  inconvenience  to  those  who 
enhan^  1  l  °  °®Ce  anc^  hbrary,  arising  from  this  state  of  things,  is 

4  Yo  ^  Wan^  a  “Acte!*  staff  of  attendants. 

^odati  Ur.  0lnmittee  consider  that  the  necessity  for  increased  aooom- 
they  ]la^  ^  yesPe^  °f  the  Patent  Office  and  Library  is  most  urgent,  as 
due  adm*6  #1  ^  ?V^ence  that  its  want  is  so  much  felt  as  to  prejudice  the 
that  suffin*Stlati°^  °f  the  Patent  Law,  and  they,  therefore,  recommend 
cient  office  room,  with  an  additional  reading  room,  and  an 

H 


114 


appendix  n. 


extension  of  the  library,  should  he  provided  with  the  least  possible 

del5ayYour  Committee  further  recommend  that  the  library  should  on  no 
account  be  separated  from  the  office.  All  witnesses  concur  in  this 

°P™The  second  point  to  which  your  Committee  directed  their  attention 
was  that  of  the  Patent  Museum ;  having  regard  especially  to  its  for¬ 
mation,  its  present  state,  its  relation  to  the  Patent  Office  and  Library, 
and  the  nature  of  its  contents,  so  as  to  render  it  practically  useful. 

7.  Your  Committee  found  that  the  Patent  Museum  was  formed  by 
Mr.  Woodcroft,  the  Superintendent  of  Specifications,  by  the  request  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Patents,  and  that  it  consists  of  models  and  machines 
belonging  partly  to  the  Commissioners  of  Patents,  partly  to  the  Com¬ 
missioners  of  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  and  partly  to  Mr.  Woodcroft 

himself,  and  various  private  persons. 

8.  This  collection  has  been  exhibited  since  1857  in  the  iron  building 

at  South  Kensington.  It  was  at  first  within  the  entrance  door  of  the 
South  Kensington  Museum,  but  has  now  a  distinct  entrance,  and  is 
separated  by  a  partition  from  the  other  collections  in  the  building, 
occupies  a  floor  space  of  only  6,700  feet,  and  is  too  much  overcrowde 
classification,  or  for  due  inspection  by  visitors.  „ 

9.  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  term  “  Patent  Museum, 
which  is  generally  applied  to  this  collection  tends  to  give  an  erroneous 
impression  as  to  its  character  and  object. 

10.  Various  suggestions  have  been  made  by  witnesses  respecting  t  m 
nature  of  a  Museum  connected  with  the  mechanical  arts,  which  may  e 
summed  up  as  follows : — 

a.  That  it  should  illustrate  the  history  of  those  arts  by  a  collection 

of  original  machines  from  an  early  period  to  the  present  time. 

b.  That  it  should  exhibit  all  known  inventions  respecting  machinery 

and  manufactures. 

c.  That  it  show  the  present  state  of  all  machinery  and  manu  ac 

tures.  A  be 

d.  Some  of  the  witnesses  suggested  that  the  collection  shoul 

restricted  to  the  machinery  and  manufactures  of  the  111  ^ 
Kingdom ;  whilst  others  proposed  that  it  should  be  exten 
to  those  of  foreign  countries.  #  ,,  ,jie 

e.  Some  again  proposed  that  the  collection  should  contain  a 

objects  of  each  class,  whilst  others  proposed  that  a  se  ec 
only  of  the  most  important  objects  should  be  exhibited.  . 

/.  There  was  no  less  diversity  of  opinion  respecting  the  prl  , 
purpose  for  which  any  collection  or  exhibition  should  be 
some  of  the  witnesses  considered  that  it  should  bo  ^ 
purpose  of  conveying  instruction  in  the  mechanical  arts,  &■ 
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in  a  cursory  way  to  people  who  might  visit  the  Museum,  or  to 
students  in  mechanics,  or  to  persons  desirous  of  applying  them¬ 
selves  to  the  discovery  of  improvements  in  machinery  and 
manufactures. 

9 .  Other  witnesses  deemed  the  Museum  chiefly  desirable  for  the 
information  of  persons  intending  to  take  out  or  purchase  patents, 
in  aid  of  the  information  afforded  by  books  and  specifications, 
to  assist  them  in  ascertaining  whether  the  contemplated  patent 
would  be  valid  as  a  new  invention. 


k  On  the  other  hand  two  witnesses,  Mr.  Carpmael  and  Mr.  Johnson, 
gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  for  all  purposes  of  the  Patent 
Law  a  museum  of  models  would  be  practically  uselesa 
1L  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  any  special  collection  of 
patented  inventions  made  for  the  purpose  of  evidence,  illustration,  or 
record  of  patent  rights  is  not  so  connected  with  a  general  Museum  of 
Mechameal  Inventions  as  to  render  the  neighbourhood  of  such  a  Museum 
Patent  Office  and  Library  or  Law  Courts  necessary 

Museum  C°mmifctee  that  the  chief  purpose  of  a  general 

present  v°  1  ’f trate  and  explain  the  commencement,  progress,  and 

to  showThe  thief  It  ™P°rtant  branches  of  mechanical  invention ; 

reached  their  nrese  Tt  7  the  m°St  remarkabIe  machines  have 

«Ui ^Zn  l:Srr  °  to  -te-»ting  and 

jo  r  p  atl0n^  anc^  stimulate  invention. 

»«®4to°™«t  tL  muStrat*ve  f°Ue°tion  ofin«nti<m,  it  would 

■P^Co^Comm  ttLT^  °f  SeleCWoD'  Thia’ 

■cone  propoj Z  ,',OTI>eral,le  objection,  especially  a 

Purposes  of  admi  •  b  1 tute  models  for  specifications,  which,  for  „]|  Ule 

««wldbTMen”g  *h8  Patent  Uw'  tai  law,  tot 

size>  ^Mch  tholIlT  must °  t W  tff tain  a  Selection  of  models  of  moderate 

a  selection  of  modi  of  departments  of  inventions,  and 

sh°uld  be  exhibited  in  on  f  ^ .patented  invention..  This  a ffiecft « 
15.  The  attent-  J0nnexion  ™th  the  Patent  Office. 

e%ible  situation  CthfbffiHinCOmmittee  haS  beCn  g'VCn  to  the  most 

hat  is  to  say,  the  Office  TdT  SS  “  C°DDexi()n  with  the  Patent  Office  • 
®nd  the  following  ^nbrary,  and  such  W i„ned  ,o(i 

beea  chiefly  "tee  r^rpeefang  which  their  implies  have 


,  ™s  is  a  block  of  1  !*  CHANCERY  Lane- 

Curs?  aUd  surr°nnded  principally  by  old  and  dilapidat, X 

bein!  °r  Street>  and  Took\  I f?"1  Chancery  Lane 

8  111  dose  proximity  to  the  Law  r  1  TOnveniently  ph,,,| 

y  the  Law  Courts  at  Lincoln's  Inn,  the  Inn 
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of  Court,  and  the  new  Record  Office.  Another  site  immediately  adjoin¬ 
ing  that  last  named  was  suggested  ;  it  extends  to  the  north  side  of  the 
Record  Office.  Should  the  plan  for  concentrating  all  the  Law  Courts  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Chancery  Lane,  which  has  been  recently  under  the 
consideration  of  Government,  be  carried  into  effect,  it  will  afford  an 
additional  argument  in  favour  of  either  site.  That  the  cost  of  the  first- 
named  site,  amounting  to  5,878  yards,  was  estimated  at  205, 000?. 

2.  Fife  House. 

This  block  consists  of  Fife  House  (in  which  the  East  India  Museum  is 
now  placed),  an  adjoining  garden,  and  some  small  houses  ;  it  contains  in 
all  about  two  acres,  and  appears  to  your  Committee  to  be  well  situated 
for  the  buildings  in  question.  Your  Committee,  however,  do  not  con¬ 
sider  that  it  offers  as  many  advantages  as  the  Chancery  Lane  site  would 
afford,  being  more  distant  from  the  Law  Courts  and  offices.  This  has 
been  estimated  at  the  price  of  52,800?.  per  acre. 


3.  Victoria  Street. 

This  consists  of  a  block  of  land  in  Victoria  Street,  which  would  afford 
sufficient  space  for  the  proposed  buildings,  but  your  Committee  do  not 
consider  that  the  situation  would  be  as  convenient  as  either  of  the  two 
last-named  sites  for  inventors,  professional  men,  and  others  who  would 
principally  resort  to  it.  This  site  is  estimated  at  66,000 l.  It  contains 
an  area  of  nearly  an  acre  and  a  quarter. 


4.  Trafalgar  Square. 

This  has  been  recommended  by  some  witnesses,  but  having  ie8a^ 
the  recent  decision  of  the  House  upon  the  subject  of  the  National  Gallery, 
your  Committee  did  not  feel  justified  in  entertaining  the  proposition. 

5.  South  Kensington. 

Ample  space  may  be  afforded  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  Museum 
for  a  General  Museum  of  Mechanical  Inventions  The  land  of  this 
site  is  vested  in  Government,  for  purposes  connected  with  Sciencea 
Art,  but  your  Committee  have  ascertained  that  laud  in  this  n  g 

hood  is  of  a  high  value.  f 

16  On  a  full  consideration  of  the  advantages  and  disadvantages 
these  sites  your  Committee  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
balance  of  advantages  in  favour  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Chancery  an^ 
outweighs  that  of  the  others,  and  they  therefore  recommend 

adoption^  g  find  ^  ^  surpius  0f  receipts  beyond  expendi- 

Je  o„ the  balaoce  of  accounts  of  the  fees  pa«  ^  " 
provisions  of  the  Patent  Law  Amendment  Act,  18o2,  has  a 
173,044^.  up  to  the  end  of  1862,  and  that  the  surplus  for  the  yeai  •  - 
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of  which  the  accounts  have  not  yet  been  published,  is  estimated  to 
amount  to  37,000?.,  making  up  to  the  end  of  last  year  a  total  surplus 
revenue  of  210,044?. 

18.  Your  Committee  consider  that  the  principal  object  of  the  fees 
payable  under  the  provisions  of  the  Patent  Law  Amendment  Actwas  to 
provide  for  the  proper  working  of  that  measure,  and  not  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  general  revenue  of  the  country.  Without  entering 
upon  the  question  whether  or  not  a  claim  exists  to  have  the  surplus 
exclusively  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the  Act  of  1852,  your  Committee 
are  of  opinion  that  for  the  future  the  annual  surplus  revenue  accruing 
from  the  operation  of  that  Act  should  be  so  applied  to  the  extent  which 
may  be  necessary. 

19  July  1864. 
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Letters  on  the  subject  of  Industrial  Education  in  connexion 
with  the  Paris  Universal  Exhibition  of  1867)  together  with 
Special  Report  of  the  Schools  Inquiry  Commission. 


00 

The  following  letters  appeared  in  the  Times  of  the  29th  May  1867: 
“Sir, 

“After  the  distribution  of  prizes  at  the  London  University  of 
this  year,  I  made  some  remarks  on  the  lessons  which  the  late  wai  in 
Germany  and  the  present  Exhibition  at  Paris  afforded  to  us,  if  we  wish 
to  hold  our  own  with  other  nations  in  the  arts  of  peace  and  war. 

I  quoted  a  speech  of  the  President  of  the  Civil  Engineers  as  to  the 
superior  progress  made  in  machinery  by  foreigners.  I  spoke  from  the 
^formation  which  I  had  received  from  a  gentleman  intimately  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  iron  trade  as  to  the  greater  improvements  made  in 
the  manufacture  of  iron  in  France,  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Austria.  It 
^  only  from  general  report  that  I  stated  the  little  advance  we  have 
'uade  in  most  departments  of  industry,  excepting  those  of  furniture, 
glass,  and  china. 

8ince  then  I  have  seen  the  enclosed  letter  from  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair. 

ie  subject  is  important,  and  his  authority  is  great.  I  have  t  eie 
ob  ained  his  permission  and  that  of  Lord  Taunton  to  ask  you 

Publish  it. 

“The  inquiry  of  1853,  to  which  Dr.  Playfair  alludes  ^s  Uimfly 
7lngto  ^e  information  given  him  by  the  Prince  Consort,  than  whom 
110  °ue  was  more  keenly  alive  to  the  want  of  generally-diffused 
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instruction  in  this  country,  or  more  active  in  stimulating  all  classes  to 
remedy  the  defect. 

“  I  am,  &c. 

“16,  Bruton  Street,  W.,  May  28.  Granville.” 


From  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair. 

“  My  Lord,  London,  May  15,  1867. 

“  As  you  desire  that  I  should  put  in  writing  the  substance  of  the 
conversation  which  I  had  the  honour  of  having  with  your  Lordship  this 
morning,  I  willingly  comply  with  your  request.  \ 

“  I  have  just  returned  from  Paris,  where  I  acted  as  a  juror  in  one 
of  the  classes  of  the  Exhibition.  In  this  capacity  I  had  no  other  oppor¬ 
tunities  than  any  other  juror  of  forming  a  judgment  in  regard  to  it ; 
but,  having  had  the  charge  of  the  working  of  the  juries  in  the  Exhi¬ 
bitions  of  1851  and  1862,  I  naturally  made  the  acquaintance  of  many 
eminent  men  of  different  nations,  and,  meeting  with  a  large  number 
of  them  congregated  on  the  International  Juries  in  Paris,  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  gather  their  opinions  as  to  the  position  which  England 
occupied  in  this  great  industrial  competition. 

“  I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  a  singular  accord¬ 
ance  of  opinion  prevailed  that  our  country  had  shown  little  inventive¬ 
ness  and  made  little  progress  in  the  peaceful  arts  of  industry  since  1862. 
Deficient  representation  in  some  of  the  industries  might  have  accounted 
for  this  judgment  against  us,  but  when  we  find  that  out  of  90  classes 
there  are  scarcely  a  dozen  in  which  pre-eminence  is  unhesitatingly 
awarded  to  us,  this  plea  must  be  abandoned.  My  own  opinion  is  worthy 
only  of  the  confidence  which  might  be  supposed  to  attach  to  my  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  chemical  arts  ;  but  when  I  found  some  of  our  chief  mecha¬ 
nical  and  civil  engineers  lamenting  the  want  of  progress  in  their 
industries,  and  pointing  to  the  wonderful  advances  which  other  nations 
are  making  ;  when  I  found  our  chemical  and  even  textile  manufacturers 
uttering  similar  complaints,  I  naturally  devoted  attention  to  elicit  then 
views  as  to  the  causes.  So  far  as  I  could  gather  them  by  conversation, 
the  one  cause  upon  which  there  was  most  unanimity  of  conviction  is 
that  France,  Prussia,  Austria,  Belgium,  and  Switzerland  possess  good 
systems  of  industrial  education  for  the  masters  and  managers  of  factories 
and  workshops,  and  that  England  possesses  none.  A  second  cause  was 
also  generally,  though  not  so  universally,  admitted,  that  we  had  suffered 
from  the  want  of  cordiality  between  the  employers  of  labour  and  work¬ 
men,  engendered  by  the  numerous  strikes,  and  more  particularly  by  that 
rule  of  many  Trades'  Unions,  that  men  shall  work  upon  an  average 
ability,  without  giving  free  scope  to  the  skill  and  ability  which  they 
may  individually  possess. 
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“  Dumas,  well  known  as  a  *  savant’  and  who,  from  his  position  as  a 
senator  of  France  aud  President  of  the  Municipal  Council,  has  many 
opportunities  of  forming  a  correct  judgement,  assured  me  that  technical 
education  had  given  a  great  impulse  to  the  industry  of  France.  In  going 
through  the  Exhibition,  whenever  anything  excellent  in  French  manu¬ 
facture  strikes  his  attention,  his  invariable  question  is,  *  was  the  manager 
of  this  establishment  a  pupil  of  the  Ecole  Centrale  des  Arts  et  Manu¬ 
factures?’  and  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  he  receives  a  reply  in  the 
affirmative.  General  Morin,  so  well  known  as  the  Director  of  the  Con¬ 
servatoire  dee  Arte  et  Mdtiers,  has  lately  sat  on  a  commission  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  technical  education  in  other  countries,  and  to  extend  it 
in  France,  and  he  informed  me  that  their  recommendations  were  likely 
to  be  promptly  and  largely  acted  upon.  I  mention  for  your  lordship  s 
information  that  General  Morin  was  of  opinion  that  the  best  system  for 
the  technical  education  of  workmen  is  to  be  found  in  Austria,  though  the 
higher  instruction  of  masters  and  managers  is  better  illustrated  in  France, 
Prussia,  and  Switzerland. 

“In  18.3:;  1  published  a  little  work  on  ‘Industrial  Education  on  the 
Continent,’  in  which  I  pointed  out  that,  as  an  inevitable  result  of  the 
attention  given  to  it  abroad,  and  its  neglect  in  England,  other  nations 
must  advance  in  industry  at  a  much  greater  rate  than  our  own  countiy. 
I  fear  that  this  result  is  already  attained  for  many  of  our  staple  in¬ 
dustries.  But  as  my  opinion  is  only  that  of  an  individual,  I  trust  that 
it  may  accord  with  the  objects  of  the  Commission  over  which  yo 
Lordship  presides  to  take  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  leading  jurors, 
Many  of  whom  had  M  good  opportunities  as  myself  of  ju  0mg 
the  position  which  our  country  has  taken  in  this  gieat  interna 


competition.  ,  .  . 

“Permit  me  also  to  make  another  suggestion.  *  y  inquiry 
into  industrial  education  on  the  Continent  was  a  priva  e  o  > 
had  neither  official  aid  nor  ac  tion,  and  is  now  antiquae  . 
he  important  that  the  Government,  either  through  your  . 

through  the  Committee  on  Education,  should  hold  an 
°n  this  subject,  and  should  tell  the  people  of  Eng  an  au 
what  are  the  means  by  which  the  great  States  are  a 
Actual  pre-eminence  Lon,  tfa*  industrial  *"+"**£*L 

making  this  to  bear  on  the  rapid  progress  of  their  national  industries. 

«  My  Lord,  1  have,  &c. 

“  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Taunton.  Ly0N  1  ^  ^ 
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Report  of  Schools  Inquiry  Commission. 

TO  THE  QUEEN’S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

We,  tlie  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  education 
given  in  schools  not  comprised  within  the  scope  of  Your  Majesty’s  two 
recent  Commissions  of  Inquiry  into  the  state  of  Popular  Education,  and 
of  certain  Public  Schools,  bearing  date  respectively  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June  in  the  twenty-second  year,  and  the  eighteenth  day  of  July  in  the 
twenty-fifth  year  of  Your  Majesty’s  reign,  humbly  submit  to  Your 
Majesty  the  following  Report : — 

Our  attention  has  been  incidentally  called  to  the  evidence  consi¬ 
dered  to  be  afforded  by  the  International  Exhibition  at  Paris,  of  the 
inferior  rate  of  progress  recently  made  in  manufacturing  and  mechanical 
industry  in  England  compared  with  that  made  in  other  European  coun¬ 
tries.  It  has  been  stated  to  us  that  this  alleged  inferiority  is  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  want  of  technical  education,  and  we  have  therefore 
thought  it  desirable  to  ascertain  from  many  eminent  English  Jurors  in 
this  department  whether  they  agree  with  this  opinion. 

We  think  it  expedient  at  once  to  report  to  Your  Majesty  the  answers 
which  we  have  received  to  our  inquiry  on  this  point.  Although  they 
have  an  obvious  bearing  on  the  propriety  of  encouraging  to  a  large 
extent  the  study  of  Physical  Science  in  our  schools,  and  especially  in 
schools  used  by  those  classes  which  are  probably  destined  to  the  pursuit 
of  manufacturing  industry,  (a  question  which  had  already  engaged  much 
of  our  attention  and  to  which  we  hope  more  fully  to  advert  in  our 
general  Report,)  yet  we  have  not  considered  that  an  inquiry  into 
technical  education  came  directly  within  the  scope  of  our  Commission, 
nor  could  we  now  undertake  it  without  interposing  a  longer  delay 
in  making  our  Report  than  we  should  wish.  But  considering  the  great 
importance  of  the  subject  we  venture  to  suggest  for  the  consideration 
of  Your  Majesty’s  Government  whether  a  special  inquiry  into  the  state 
and  effects  of  technical  education  abroad,  and  particularly  in  France, 
Germany,  and  Switzerland,  should  not  be  instituted  in  whatever  man¬ 
ner  may  appear  to  Your  Majesty’s  Government  best  calculated  to  obtain 
full  and  accurate  information  about  it. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  second  day  of  July  1867. 


Taunton,  Chairman. 


Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  Jun. 


Lyttelton. 
W.  F.  Hook. 
F.  Temple. 


Edwd.  Baines. 
W.  E.  Forster. 
P.  Erle. 


Anthony  W.  Tiiorold. 


John  Storrar. 


H.  J.  Roby,  Secretary. 
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(3.) 

Schools  Inquiry  Commission, 

2,  Victoria  Street,  S.W., 

SIR,  May  30,  1867 

I  AM  fantraslad  by  Her  Majesty's  S-Ii.m,1s  Inquiry  Commissioners 
to  send  to  you  a  copy  of  a  1<  tt«  r  lately  addressed  to  their  chairman  by 
Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  and  to  request  that  you  will  favour  them  by  stating 
whether  you  agree  with  the  substance  of  that  letter. 

I  have,  &c. 

H.  J.  Roby. 

The  above  circular  was  sent  to  some  eminent  jurors  and  others.  The 
answers  which  linve  been  reoeiwed  are  from  the  following  gentlemen. 
The  name  of  the  subject  with  which  they  were  respectively  connected 
is  added  in  italics: — 

Dr.  David  Price,  (/row.) 

Prof  Tyndall,  F.R.S.,  Royal  Institution,  Albemarle  Street.  (Physics.) 
J.  E.  McConnell,  C.E.  (Locomotives.) 

James  Young,  Esq.,  of  I.imcfieM  by  West  Calder.  (Chemical  Manu¬ 
factures.) 

J.  Scott  Russell,  Esq.,  F.RJSL  (Naval  A  whited urc.) 

Captain  Beaumont.  R.E.,  Junior  United  Service  Club.  (General 
Machinery.) 

Peter  Gmhnin,  Ksq.,  of  Jackson  Si  Graham’s,  Oxford  Street.  (Furni¬ 
ture  and  Carpets.) 

E.  W.  Cooke,  R.A.  (Glass  and  Artistic  design.) 

E  Huth,  Esq.,  of  Leeds.  (  Woollens.) 

W.  Spotten,  Esq.,  Belfast.  (Flax.) 

R.  Mallet,  Esq.,  C.E,  ( Engineering .) 

Rev.  Canon  Norris,  M.A.  (Education.) 

Prof.  Fr&nldand,  F.R.S.,  Royal  Institution,  Albemarle  Street. 

(Chemistry.) 

John  Fowler,  Ksq.,  Pres.  LC.K. 

"'arington  W.  Smyth.  K-,..  F.K.S,  School  of  Mines,  Jerinyn  Street. 
(Mining.) 

h-  J.  Mundella,  Ksq.,  Nottingham.  (Hosiery,  &c.) 


Lord>  ^  ^  June  3,  1867. 

During  my  four  weeks’  work  at  Paris  as  the  English  j 

■  primary  mMmetion),  I  !•«*»  than  one  conveimton^ 

E“gli»h  juron,  of  other  iesee  on  the  subject  to  winch  Dr.  Lyon 
foira  letter  lm#  invited  your  Lordships  attention* 
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Two  questions  are  raised  by  that  letter  : — 

l  Is  England  really  losing  her  advanced  position  in  those  industries 
which  involve  the  application  of  science  to  production  ? 

2.  If  so,  is  it  due  to  our  comparative  backwardness  in  the  teaching 
of  what,  for  shortness  sake,  is  called  applied  science  ? 

In  reply  to  the  first  question  I  must  say  that,  without  any  exception, 
it  seemed  to  be  the  impression  of  those  with  whom  I  spoke  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  Only  with  special  reference  to  one  of  the  grounds  on  which 
Dr.  Playfair  bases  his  judgment  I  would  venture  to  suggest  some 
caution.  I  do  not  think  that  a  comparison  of  the  awards  made  to  the 
several  nations  by  the  International  Jury  is  a  trustworthy  evidence  of 
the  respective  merits  of  those  nations. 

The  upshot  of  my  experience  of  the  jury  work  was  this,  that  these 
international  exhibitions  had  already  outgrown  the  conditions  under 
which  the  justice  of  such  awards  could  be  considered  at  all  certain. 

However,  Dr.  Playfair’s  opinion  is  by  no  means  made  to  rest  on  this 
ground  only.  He  speaks  from  a  large  and  independent  knowledge  of 
the  subject ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  I  found  the  opinion  universal  among 
those  with  whom  I  spoke. 

I  come  then  to  the  second  question  Assuming  that  we  are  making 
less  industrial  progress  than  France,  Austria,  and  Prussia,  how  far  is 
this  due  to  England’s  backwardness  in  the  technical  education  of  her 

artisans  ?  „ 

And  here,  very  deliberately,  I  must  confess  that  my  examination  ol 
the  things  sent  from  Austrian,  French,  and  Prussian  schools,  compared 
in  my  own  mind,  not  with  what  England  sent  (for  we  were  not  at  all 
fairly  represented),  but  with  my  own  knowledge  of  what  England  might 
have  sent,  led  me  to  believe  that  while  in  the  matter  of  primary  educa¬ 
tion  we  were  (to  say  the  least)  well  abreast  of  those  three  nations,  yet 
in  the  matter  of  higher  instruction,  of  all  that  tends  to  convert  the  mere 
workman  into  the  artisan,  Austria,  France,  and  Prussia  were  clearly 


passing  us. 

The  Lord  Taunton, 
&c.  &c. 


I  have,  &c. 

J.  P.  Norris. 


Sir, 


(5.) 

June  3,  1867. 

I  HARDLY  think  that  an  Exhibition  in  Paris  furnishes  the  means 
of  accurately  testing  the  comparative  merits  of  English  and  Frenc 

edThe  simple  inconvenience  of  transport  tends  to  render  England  worse 

represented  than  France.  ,, 

Still  on  other  grounds  I  would  express  a  general  concurrence! 
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views  of  Dr.  Playfair.  Tho  facilities  for  scientific  education  are  far 
greater  on  tho  Continent  than  in  England,  and  where  such  differences 
oTist,  England  is  sure  to  fall  behind  as  regards  those  industries  into 
which  the  scientific  element  enters. 

In  fact,  I  have  long  entertained  the  opinion,  that  in  virtue  of  the 
better  education  provided  by  continental  nations,  England  must  one 
day — and  that  no  distant  one— find  herself  outstripped  by  those  nations 
both  in  the  arts  of  peace  and  war.  As  sure  as  knowledge  is  power  this 
must  he  the  result. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  J.  Roby,  Esq.,  John  Tyndall. 

&c.  &c. 


(6.) 


Oakfield  Lodge,  Huddersfield, 

Sib,  June  3,  1867. 

I  iiavk  read  witli  much  interest  til.'  l.'ttrrof  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair, 
addressed  to  Lord  Taunton,  on  the  industrial  or  want  of  industrial 
educati  'ii  in  England,  a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed  in  your  favour  of 
the  31st  of  Hay.  The  great  experience  and  high  authority  of  Dr.  Play¬ 
fair  might  almost  he  sufficient  to  prove  his  case.  I  as  a  humble 
individual  can  only  say  that  I  agree  with  him  in  toto. 

Having  closely  examined  the  woollen  textile  fabrics  during  the  Exhi¬ 
bition  in  1851,  and  having  acted  as  juror  for  these  fabrics  in  the 
Exhibition  of  1862,  as  well  as  the  present  one  in  Paris,  I  had  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  comparing  the  progress  that  has  been  made  by  various 
countries  in  this  important  branch  of  industry. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  although  we  may  still  be  unsurpassed  in  many 
of  our  productions,  we  no  longer  hold  that  pre-eminence  which  was 
accorded  to  us  in  the  Exhibition  of  1851. 

Although  an  industry  which  has  attained  a  considerable  state  of  per¬ 
fection  does  naturally  not  advance  in  10  years  as  rapidly  as  the  one 
"hi'  h  was  at  that  period  less  fully  developed,  I  fear  that  the  enormous 
Grilles  that  liav  <>f  late  been  made  by  our  continental  rivals  in  France, 
Belgium,  Pruss  ria  will  make  it  daily  more  difficult  for  our 

"‘oi’Ucii  manufacturers  to  hold,  not  only  their  former  prominent  position, 
but - •  ..... 


even  in  many  cases  to  maintain  their  present  one. 

.  14  high  time  that  not  only  tho  Government,  but  that  every 
individual  who  loves  his  country  should  make  thorough  inquiries  i 
the  ~~~ 


-causes  of  Booh  •  stats  of  things.  .  , 

l;,k«  Dr.  Playfair,  I  made  it  a  point  during  my  stay  in  Pans  to  con- 
En  dish  as  well  as  foreign  jurors  on  this  point. 

1  mv  (I  ie  previously  entertained)  convictions 
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entirely  confirmed,  that  it  is  the  want  of  industrial  education  in  this 
country  which  prevents  our  manufacturers  from  making  that  progress 
which  other  nations  are  making.  From  all  I  could  see  and  learn  I 
found  both  masters  and  foremen  of  other  countries  much  more  scien¬ 
tifically  educated  than  our  own. 

This,  however,  is  not  all.  The  workmen  themselves  of  other  countries 
have  a  far  superior  education  than  ours,  many  of  whom  have  none 
whatever.  Their  productions  show  clearly  that  there  is  not  a  machine 
working  a  machine,  but  that  brains  sit  at  the  loom,  and  intelligence 
stands  at  the  spinning  wheel. 

Seeing  and  feeling  the  results  of  this  as  thoroughly  as  I  do,  you  must 
permit  me  for  one  moment  to  travel  beyond  the  contents  of  Dr.  Playfair  s 
letter,  and  ask  of  what  use  is  an  industrial  scientific  education  to  our 
working  population  if  they  have  not  had  a  good  elementary  education 
to  begin  with  ? 

This,  I  know,  opens  a  wide  and  fruitful  subject  of  controversy,  but 
one  which  one  day  must  be  grappled  with,  and  the  sooner  this  is  done 
the  better  it  will  be  for  England. 

Voluntary  education  has  done  much,  but  the  progress  is  too  slow, 
and  the  great  question  is,  whether  compulsory  education  must  be  re¬ 
sorted  to.  4 

This,  I  know  will  grate  harshly  on  many  an  ear,  and  so  it  did  on  mine 


some  years  ago.  . 

Seeing  what  it  has  done  for  other  countries,  and  being  convinced 
that  a  good  general  education  is  the  great  secret  of  their  rapid  strides  in 
art  and  manufacture,  I  have  entirely  changed  my  opinion,  and  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  the  many  eminent  men  in  different  stations  of  life  wit  1 
whum  I  conversed  in  Paris  on  this  subject  are  all  of  the  same  opinion. 
Let  wiser  heads  than  mine  find  out  the  right  way  to  accomplish  this 

and  to  make  it  acceptable  to  all.  , 

Let  this  national  elementary  education  once  be  established  throug  101 
the  count  ry,  and  you  have  a  fine  nucleus  for  scientific  industrial  sc  100  s, 
in  nearly  all  our  manufacturing  towns  at  least,  m  our  mecumcs 
institutions,  wherever  such  institutions  are  properly  conducted. 

;  ,ay  excuse  me  for  going  so  far  beyond  the  inquiry  contained  in  you 
letter  ;  my  only  plea  for  doing  so  is  the  deep  interest  I  feel  in  e  uca  i 

and  the  advancement  of  all  branches  of  industry  in  England. 

I  have,  &c. 

a  J.  Roby,  Esq..  EDWA"D  H0T"' 

Schools  Inquiry  Commission, 

London. 
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(7.) 


Sir, 


Oakfield  Lodge,  Huddersfield, 
July  1,  1867. 


A  SHORT  absence  from  home  prevented  me  from  returning  the 
enclosed  sooner. 

To  avoid  misunderstanding  I  desire  to  make  only  one  remark  in  ex¬ 
planation  of  what  I  say  about  mechanics’  institutions  forming  a  nucleus 
for  scientific  industrial  schools. 

Of  course  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  our  mechanics’  institutions  could 
do  the  work  of  the  higher  industrial  schools  which  I  should  like  to  see 
established  by  Government  for  those  who  are  able  to  pay  a  reasonable 
price  for  the  instruction  they  receive  in  them. 

But  if  a  general  system  of  sound  elementary  education  were  to  be 
introduced  in  this  country,  our  mechanics’  institutions  could  take  a 
far  higher  standing  in  the  promotion  of  scientific  instruction  to  the 
really  working  population  instead  of  being  compelled,  as  they  now 
are,  to  confine  themselves  almost  exclusively  to  elementary  instruction. 


I  have,  foe. 


Edward  Huth. 


H.  J.  Roby,  Esq., 

foe.  &c. 


(8.) 


Royal  College  of  Chemistry, 
315,  Oxford  Street,  W., 
June  4,  1867. 


Sir, 


I  AM  favoured  with  your  communication  of  the  31st  ult.,  enclosing 
a  fetter  addressed  by  Dr  I ,  cm  P  tyfiur  to  the  Chairman  of  Her  Majesty’s 
Schools  Inquiry  Commissioners,  and  requesting  me  to  state  whether  I 
agree  with  th,’  Mibstanoe  of  that  letter.  In  reply  I  beg  to  say  that 

br.  Lyon  Playfair's  communication  substantially  expresses  my  own  con 

actions  in  regard  to  the  matters  therein  mentioned. 

As  a  juror  in  Class  44  of  the  present  Paris  Exhibition,  I  was  not 
only  forciblv  atninlr  Vw  urnnf  nf  evidence  of  progress  in  the  different 
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than  the  workmen  themselves.  The  former  have  but  rarely  had  any 
opportunities  of  making  themselves  acquainted  with  the  fundamental 
laws  and  principles  of  physics  and  chemistry ;  they  therefore  find  them¬ 
selves  engaged  in  pursuits  for  which  their  previous  education  has  afforded 
them  no  preparation,  and  hence  their  inability  to  originate  inventions 
and  improvements.  It  is  true  that  such  men  not  unfrequently  imagine 
themselves  inventors,  and  the  yearly  files  of  patent  specifications  abound 
with  instances  of  their  so-called  inventions.  The  great  loss  of  time  and 
money  attending  these  futile  patents  would  be  rendered  impossible  by 
a  very  moderate,  if  accurate,  knowledge  of  chemical  and  physical 
science. 

In  the  polytechnic  schools  of  Germany  and  Switzerland  the  future 
manufacturer  or  manager  is  made  familiar  with  those  laws  and  appli¬ 
cations  of  the  great  natural  forces  which  must  always  form  the  basis  of 
eveiy  intelligent  and  progressive  industry.  It  seems  that  at  length  this 
superiority  in  previous  training  is  more  than  counterbalancing  the  un¬ 
doubted  advantages  which  this  country  possesses  in  raw  material. 

I  have,  &c. 

H.  J.  Roby,  Esq.,  E.  Frankland. 

&c.  fee. 


<»■) 

2,  Queen  Square  Place,  Westminster,  S.W., 
Sir,  June  5,  1867. 

I  FIND  it  difficult  to  answer  your  question  precisely  in  the  terms 
in  which  you  put  it. 

I  do  not  quite  agree  with  Dr.  Playfair  that  a  comparison  can  be  use¬ 
fully  made  between  Exhibitions  so  nearly  together  in  time  as  those  of 
1862  and  1867,  nor  that  “  little  inventiveness  ”  and  “  little  progress  ” 
in  the  peaceful  arts  have  been  lately  made  by  this  country. 

With  these  reservations,  however,  I  may  say  that  I  agree  generally 
with  that  which  may  be  considered  the  substance  of  the  letter,  viz., 
that  foreign  nations  have  made  greater  manufacturing  progress  than 
England  since  the  Exhibition  of  1851. 

This,  in  fact,  was  the  opinion  which  I  publicly  expressed  on  the  8th 
May,  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Institution  of  Civil  Engineers,  and 
I  have  been  glad  to  see  a  confirmation  of  it  by  Dr.  Playfair  and  others. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  J.  Roby,  Esq.,  '  John  Fowler. 

Schools  Inquiry  Commission, 

2,  Victoria  Street. 


APPENDIX  O. 


127 


00.) 

Dean’s  Yard,  Westminster,  S.W., 
gIR>  June  7,  1867. 

I  havk  read  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair’s  letter  to  Lord  Taunton  on  the 
subject  of  the  position  which  England  occupies  in  the  great  industrial 
competition  in  Paris. 

I  agree  with  Dr.  Playfair  in  his  views  generally,  and  am  satisfied  as  to 
the  comparatively  small  progress  we  have  shown  since  1862,  and  the 
great  advance  which  continental  nations  have  made  during  that  period. 

In  the  class  of  which  I  was  juror  for  England  (No.  63)  I  made  a  very 
careful  examination  and  comparison  of  our  locomotive  engines,  carriages, 
and  railway  maehinciy,  apparatus,  and  material  as  shown  by  this  country, 
with  the  same  articles  exhibited  by  France,  Germany,  and  Belgium. 

I  am  firmly  convinced  that  our  former  superiority  either  in  material 
or  workmanship  no  longer  exists ;  in  fact,  there  are  engines  shown 
there  made  in  France  and  Germany  equal  to  those  of  the  best  English 
makers. 

It  requires  no  skill  to  predict  that,  unless  we  adopt  a  system  of  technical 

education  for  our  workmen  in  t  his  country,  we  shall  soon  not  even  hold 

our  own  in  cheapness  of  cost  as  well  as  in  excellence  of  quality  of  our 
mechanical  productions.  t 

I  found  that  on  the  Continent  there  are  now  a  number  of  workmen  s 
schools  established,  in  which  a  clever  mechanic  can  qualify  himself  for 


any  scientific  position  in  his  business. 

In  England  our  mechanics’  institutions  are  more  like  reading  c  u  s. 
Classes  are  neglected,  and  in  consequence  when  a  good  workman  is 
selected  for  a  foreman’s  place,  he  is  generally  found  wanting  in  technica 
knowledge. 

We  have  treated  our  workmen  too  much  like  a  machine,  but  thi 
niust  bo  remedial  if  wc  are  to  maintain  our  ground. 

Having  for  about  25  years  superintended  large  numbeis  oi  n0 
Workmen,  I  can  speak  on  this  point  practically.  .  .  , 

Fully  impressed  with  the  great  importance  of  this  subject,  in 
Severill  of  my  brother  jurymen  and  exhibitors  to  meet  at  our  hotel  m 
Par>s,  to  consider  the  best  course  to  adopt  in  the  matter.  At  one  o 
ll"  -  meetings  we  had  tin-  plwsor.  --f  Dr.  1’ki.vfairs  attendance. 

1  may  mention  that  I  hear:.  movement  has  already  begun  0 
6  attention  of  the  public  in  England  to  the  subject,  an 
ave  ^een  offered  by  individuals  to  assist  the  objec . 
tte»  however,  that  Government  should  take  the  mattei  m  g^ols, 

public  funds  should  be  forthcoming  t<>  establish  these  ec  < 

*  ^  London,  but  in  the  districts  where  the  operations  requiring 

knowledge  are  being  earned  <m.  Staffordshire, 

1Us  there  ought  to  be  mining  schools  in  Soutl 
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and  Durham,  and  machinery  and  engine  schools  in  like  manner  placed 
in  Manchester,  Glasgow,  &c. 

It  will  afford  me  much  pleasure,  and  I  shall  he  ready  to  be  of  service 
if  required  in  this  matter  in  which  I  feel  the  greatest  interest  and  know 
to  be  nationally  of  vital  importance. 

I  have,  &c. 

H.  J.  Roby,  Esq.,  James  E.  McConnell. 

&c.  &c.  - 

(11.) 

71,  Avenue  Champs  Elysdes,  Paris, 
gIR  June  10,  1867. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  which  you  are  good 
enough  to  ask,  by  order  of  Her  Majesty's  Schools  Inquiry  Commis¬ 
sioners,  my  opinion  on  a  letter  addressed  to  them  by  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair, 
I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  in  the  substance  of  that  letter  I  concur. 
Speaking  only  with  reference  to  machinery,  the  department  witli  which 
I  am  immediately  connected,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  immense 
strides  which  foreign  mechanical  engineering  has  lately  made,  notably 
I  think  in  the  case  of  France  and  Belgium,  and  by  which  they  are 
rapidly  overtaking  the  industrial  power  of  Great  Britain. 

My  impression  is  that  this  advance  has  been  greatly  owing  to  a  suc¬ 
cessful  copying  of  English  designs,  and  to  the  use  of  Engiish  machine  tools. 
Of  course,  did  the  foreigners  merely  confine  themselves  to  copying,  they 
would  never  surpass  us,  but  while  following  that  which  in  our  mechani¬ 
cal  designs  is  good,  they  are  also  seeking  (and  that  not  unsuccessfully)  to 
apply  theoretical  knowledge  in  a  way  which,  to  my  humble  judgment, 
shows  that  they  will  soon  have  little  to  learn  from  us. 

I  would  allude  notably  to  the  economical  use  of  steam,  though  no  doubt 
their  inventive  faculties  have  there  been  quickened  by  the  high  price  of 
fuel  on  the  Continent.  I  cannot  from  my  own  knowledge  speak  ol  the 
means  of  instruction  available  to  the  working  public  abroad,  but  I  have 
always  understood  it  to  be  superior  to  our  own  ;  and  assuming  it  to  be 
so,  I  cannot  conceive  any  reason  which  would  better  than  that  account 
for  a  difference  of  industrial  progress. 

I  trust  I  may  not  be  deemed  presumptuous  in  stating  what  I  believe 
to  be  a  very  great  want  in  England,  viz.,  such  an  institution  as  the  well 
known  “  Arts  et  Metiers  ”  of  Paris.  I  know  of  no  national  institution 
where  the  public  of  our  own  country  may  study  practical  mechanics  and 
the  arts  appertaining  thereto.  Such  a  one  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  valua¬ 
ble  not  only  to  working  men  and  their  superiors,  but  to  engineers.  H 
should  be  an  evidence  of  the  most  advanced  mechanical  knowledge  of  the 
country  ;  and  while  teaching  primarily  through  the  eye  by  the  models  and 
machines  exhibited,  it  would  naturally  form  the  focus  of  other  means  of 
instruction  by  lectures,  classes,  &c. 
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I  a])],r,.i  only  when  taken  up  by  Government  that  such  an 

institution  would  (MUM  proportions  sufficient  to  be  really  effective  as  a 
means  of  national  education. 

I  have,  &c. 

Feed.  Beaumont, 

H.  J.  Roby,  Esq.,  Capt.  R.  Engineers. 

kc.  kc. 


(12.) 


28,  Jermyn  Street,  S.W., 
glp  June  14, 18G7. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 

of  the  31st  ultimo,  in  pin  mg,  for  Her  Majesty’s  Schools  Inquiry  Com¬ 
missioners,  whether  I  agree  with  the  substance  of  Dr.  Playfairs  letter 

of  the  1  '.iii  ultimo,  addreMed  to  tard  Taunton.  _ 

Having  gone  carefully,  os  juror,  through  the  objects  exhibited  in  Class 
47  at  the  Paris  Exhibition,  and  having  also  examined  with  muc  i  m 
rest  many  of  the  production*  in  Class  40,  as  well  as  other  por  ions  o 
Exhibition,  I  am  bound  to  admit  that  our  British  portion  of  the  isp  y 
was  generally  meagre  and  defective,  partly  from  tolera  y  o  vious  c^ 

I  was  not  so  mXtrnck  by  this  lack  of  fair  representation  of  many 

of  our  branches  of  industry,  oa  I  waa  by  tl.f  'hn.h*dl.\  «  1  » 
which  baa  been  made  of  late  years  by  several  of  the  con 
nations,  and  that  too  in  several  departments  which  used  formerly  to 
considered  almost  exclusively  our  own.  ...  ,  ij 

As  regard,  the  broad  quretion  of  technical  ^1^,  1n,S 
that  the  greater  proportional  nin<  e  appears  to 

-  h  ruining,  colliery  working,  -< 

*  to  be  du.-.  not  lo  Use  workmen,  “#“*l  fjieir  j^ject,  observ- 
training  and  attention  to  the  general  knowledg  No  candid  person 

able  am.  .ng  tb.-  managers  and  sub-officers  oft  eWor  ^  than  t]l0se  who 
can  deny  that  they  arc  far  better  educated*  as  a 
Wd  similar  positions  in  Britain- 

T  have,  &c. 

H.J.Roby,  E»q,  WA—W.an* 

^c.  &C. 


Victora  Street,  - 

June  17,  tjlC  «ist 

reply  to  tlio  question  put  to  roe  V  of  j>  Lyon 

igned  l,y  Mr.  H.  J.  Roby),  in  reference  to  t»  j 
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Playfair  of  the  1 5th  ultimo,  addressed  to  your  Lordship,  a  printed  copy 
of  which  was  enclosed  to  me,  I  beg  to  state  that, — 1st.  I  do  fully  agree 
with  Dr.  Playfair  in  opinion  that  a  better  system  of  technical  education 
for  all  classes  connected  with  industrial  pursuits  has  become  a  pressing 
necessity  in  Great  Britain ;  that  immediate  steps  ought  to  be  taken  for 
organizing  and  securing  legislatively  such  a  system  ;  and  that  large 
and  accurate  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  such  education  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  and  as  to  the  want  of  it  at  home,  ought  to  be  made  under  such 
sanction  as  will  be  best  calculated  to  rouse  the  public  mind  in  England 
from  the  apathy  and  ignorance  which  prevail  upon  the  subject. 

The  matter  is  far  from  new  to  me.  A  university  education,  with  a 
natural  love  for  scientific  investigations,  the  circumstances  of  my  life,  in 
large  part  engaged  as  the  active  managing  partner  of  large  engineering 
works,  and  of  late  years  as  a  civil  engineer,  a  more  than  common  travel 
and  knowledge  of  foreign  countries,  in  their  arts  and  educational  systems, 
&c.,  &c.,  have  long  convinced  me  that,  unless  by  a  vast  improvement 
in  our  own  educational  system,  general  and  technical,  the  pre-eminence 
of  England  (whose  power,  more  than  that  of  any  other  empire  that  has 
ever  existed,  is  based  upon  her  industry)  must  decline,  and  with  a 
rapidly  accelerating  pace,  in  relation  to  the  other  great  nations  of  the 
world. 


F or  more  than  twelve  years  past  I  have  urged  this  publicly,  and  in 
various  ways,  for  which  I  refer  you  to  many  printed  documents  in 
various  periodicals,  &c.,  and  recently  to  articles  by  me  in  the  pages  of  the 
u  Practical  Mechanics’  Journal,”  and  “The  Engineers’ Journal,”  as  also 
to  my  inaugural  address,  as  President  of  the  Institution  of  Civil  Engi¬ 
neers  of  Ireland,  of  last  year,  and  to  an  address  delivered  by  me  this 
year  before  the  Society  of  Foreman  Engineers  of  London,  and  printed 
by  that  Society,  &c. 

2nd.  I  do  not  quite  agree  with  Dr.  Playfair  in  his  view  of  the  Paris 
Exhibition,  upon  which  alone  he  appears  to  base  his  conclusion  as 
to  the  need  of  better  education,  &c. 


The  degree  of  representation  of  the  great  industries  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  Paris  Exhibition  is  no  safe  test  of  the  relative  position  of  any 
one  industry  in  Great  Britain  and  abroad.  From  many  circumstances, 
wit  which  I  need  not  here  trouble  you,  England  is  in  various  indus¬ 
tries  either  ill  represented,  or  not  represented  at  Paris  at  all,  while 
some  foreign  nations  are  represented  upon  a  scale  preposterously  beyond 
then-  productive  status ;  for  example,  in  spinning,  England,  the  first 
country  as  to  that  in  the  world,  appears  almost  “no  where,”  while 

egium  would,  to  the  superficial  eye,  appear  the  greatest  spinning 
country  in  the  world. 

%  views,  therefore,  have  been  formed  not  only  long  before  this  Paris 
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Exhibition,  but  independently  of  it,  except  in  so  far  as  that  it  has  upon 
the  whole  tended  to  confirm  my  previous  conclusions. 

I  have,  kc. 

Robert  Mallet,  F.R.S.,  M.A., 
The  Right  Hon.  Juror,  Cl.  53. 

Lord  Taunton. 


(14.) 

Offices,  7,  Westminster  Chambers, 
Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W., 

Mv  Lord,  June  27, 1867. 

I  PRESUME  it  is  proposed  to  pursue  the  subject  of  technical 
education  in  Orest  Britain,  as  raised  by  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair’s  letter,  by 
some  form  of  inquiry.  1st.  As  to  the  institutions  and  methods  in 
operation  abroad  in  several  countries  for  securing  technical  education. 
2nd.  As  to  our  needs  of  such  in  England,  and  how  these  may  be  best 
supplied.  Having  long  given  attention  to  these  matters,  I  hope  I  may 
not  be  deemed  impertinent  if  1  offer  a  suggestion  as  to  the  mock  by 
which,  as  I  conceive,  the  information  desirable  under  the  first  head  may 
tat  be  secured. 

The  countries  in  which  the  systems  of  technical  education  non  w  oi 
‘ague  such  as  to  demand  mir  full  acquaintance  with  them,  are  France, 
Prussia,  Belgium,  Bavaria,  Switzerland,  and  Austria,  in  the  first  ra  a 


rise 


least  these,  .  , 

In  all  these  countries  a  large  quantity  of  information  exists  in  t  e 
form  of  state  and  other  printed  documents,  manuals,  »/oih./c» 
treatises  on  education,  tie.,  Ac.  These  should  be  collected,  and  a  P® 
should  he  obtained  from  each  country  by  a  technical  an  earne  ^ 
Pressor,  in  which  the  system  in  his  country  should  be  described  fully 
an(l  dearly,  and  a  return/  given  of  all  the  literature  o  ie  su  compe- 

^porte  thus  obtained  should  go  into  the  hands  o  sor“®  as 

enk  mftn  in  England  to  condense  and  compare,  an  iel 
0  only.  You  would  then  have  something  like  an  exact  basis  as 

to  start  consideration  upon.  ,  r0Ving 

more  usual  course  with  us  in  England  ia  *°  of  fami- 

^miaaion  of  Englishmen  to  collect  information.  m ^rom  mally 
lanty  with  Coi  il  tongues  and  habits  °f  t  1  ’  lit.fcle  infor- 

er  causes,  my  own  observation  leads  me  t*’  tbm  %  1,1  ...  ,je  nl0re  than 

naboa  is  thus  obtained ;  and  that  such  commission8  a  appeal  to 

10l%  excursion,  at  the  public  expense.  For  tins  I  could  IP 

0lue  Panted  reports.  j  2 
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From  the  other  course  of  proceeding  I  am  satisfied  a  crop  of  highly 
valuable  information  might  he  expected. 

I  have,  & c. 

The  Eight  Hon.  Robert  Mallet,  F.E.S.,  M.A. 

Lord  Taunton. 


(15.) 

29,  33,  34,  3d,  37,  and  38,  Oxford  Street,  W. 
Sir,  June  20,  1867! 

I  have  delayed  replying  to  your  circular  of  31st  May  until  I  had 
the  opportunity  of  obtaining  information  on  some  points  confirmatory 
of  my  impressions  on  the  subject  of  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair  s  letter.  I  agree 
with  him  that  a  system  of  technical  education  must  tend  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  manufactures  of  every  country  in  which  it  is  in  operation, 
and  that  the  advances  made  by  some  other  countries  may  to  some  extent 
be  attributed  to  its  influence.  It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that 
if  we  have  not  made  the  same  relative  progress  as  other  nations  in  some 
branches  of  industry,  we  have  made  greater  relative  progress  in  others 
(the  natural  consequence  of  International  Exhibitions  and  greater  freedom 
of  trade),  and  that  the  Exhibition  at  Paris  does  not  fairly  represent  the 
progress  made  since  1862,  or  the  present  state  of  several  of  our  most 
important  manufactures. 

I  may  say,  briefly,  that  of  all  our  great  textile  manufactures  the  only 
ones  fully  and  fairly  represented  are  Scotch  tweeds  and  Irish  linens. 

I  apprehend  great  danger  to  our  manufacturing  interests,  and  to  the 
general  prosperity  of  our  country,  from  the  action  and  influence  of  Trades 
Unions,  which  tend  to  reduce,  as  far  jis  possible,  the  intelligent  and 
industrious  workman  to  the  same  level  as  the  stupid  and  lazy. 

I  have,  &c. 

H.  J.  Koby,  Esq.  Peter  Graham. 

&c  &c. 


(16.) 

26,  Great  George  Street,  Westminster, 
My  Lord,  June  22,  1867. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Schools  Inquiry  Commission  requesting  that  I 
would  favour  the  Committee  by  stating  whether  I  agreed  with  the 
substance  of  a  letter  addressed  to  your  Lordship  by  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair, 
a  copy  of  which  was  enclosed. 

Before  proceeding  to  comply  with  this  request  I  would  wish  to  remai  v 
that  Dr.  Playfair  s  letter  refers  to  progress  in  the  peaceful  arts,  as 
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exemplified  at  the  Paris  Exhibition,  as  a  whole,  and  is  general  in  its 

conclusions. 

My  time  at  Paris  was  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  the  jury  work  of 
my  class,  a  very  large  one — chemical  and  pharmaceutical  products — and 
as  yet  I  have  only  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  those  other  sections 
of  the  Exhibition  in  which  I  take  a  special  interest,  the  metallurgy  of 
iron,  ceramics,  ordnance,  &c. ;  it  is,  therefore,  not  possible  for  me  to  say 
whether  I  agree  with  the  substance  of  Dr.  Playfairs  letter.  I  will, 
however,  state  my  opinion  of  so  much  of  the  Exhibition  as  came  under 
my  notice,  and  then  venture  to  give  my  views  upon  the  second  part  of 
the  letter,  which  refers  to  the  subject  of  the  technical  education  of  the 
working  man. 

As  far  as  relates  to  chemical  products,  I  consider  that  the  exhibition 
made  by  Great  Britain  is  a  “  deficient  represen tation,”  and  will  not  enable 
foreigners  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  nature  anc).  extent  of  chemical 
manufactures  now  carried  on  in  this  country. 

In  reference  to  the  British  exhibition  of  iron  and  steel,  it  must  not 


be  overlooked  that  most  of  our  largest  ironworks  are  unrepresented,— 
Mr.  Bessemer’s,  Coalbrook  Dale,  Weardale,  Earl  Granville’s  Shelton, 
Ebbw  Vale,  Aberdare,  Plymouth,  and  many  others  too  numerous  to 
name ;  that  Sheffield  is  only  represented  by  two  or  three  makers,— a  fact 
that  was  considered  so  remarkable  at  the  time  that  space  was  applie 
for,  by  intending  exhibitors,  that  it  was  brought  to  the  special  notice  of 
the  Associate  Commissioners  invited  to  confer  with  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales  at  the  South  Kensington  Museum  ;  and  that  what  is 
shown  in  Class  44  is,  as  a  rule,  injudiciously  exhibited,  contrasting  pain¬ 
fully  with  the  taste  and  spirit  evinced  by  the  French  in  their  aiianbemen  / 
in  the  same  class.  Great  credit  is  also  due  to  the  French  iionmas  ers 
for  the  skill  displayed  in  some  departments  of  manufacture,  especia  y  m 
that  of  girders, — a  branch  of  rolling  to  which  our  countiymen 
not  yet  seriously  devoted  their  attention.  .  , 

Those  interested  in  the  metallurgy  of  iron  are  much  impresse  a 
wide  dissemination  which  the  Bessemer  process  has  attaine  o  • 
Continent  as  evidenced  in  Paris.  In  reference  to  the  lapi.  spr 
this  remarkable  invention,  it  would  be  instructive  if  the  history  o  i  s 
introduction  abroad  could  be  published.  The  treatment  w  1C  ^  e 
nent  inventor  lias  received,— more  particularly  in  Prussia,— i  i  wei® 
known,  might  occasion  grave  reflections  in  the  minds  of  Eng  is  ™ 

*  l»w  f„  they  are  justified  in  granting  the  pretectaon 
Laws  to  the  subiects  of  a  kingdom  which  shows  so  & 

inventive  genius"  of  their  own.  More  than  this  I  should  not  1  e  q 
The  finest  specimens  of  Bessemer  steel  are  exhibite  in  1 
Apartment,  and  are  from  the  Neuberg  works.  .  -n  l  *n_ 

In  connexion  with  these  splendid  achievements  it  may 
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form  your  Lordship  what  I  have  learnt  from  Mr.  Bessemer  respecting 
the  introduction  of  his  process  into  Austria.  Mr.  Bessemer  informs  me 
that  the  Government  erected  model  works  of  his  process,  and  invited 
the  iron  and  steel  manufacturers  to  inspect  them,  and  to  forward  samples 
of  their  pig-iron,  in  order  to  have  them  tested  as  to  their  adaptability  for 
the  process.  The  success  of  the  enterprise  is  complete,  and  the  Austrians 
may  congratulate  themselves  upon  the  brilliant  prospect  which  it  promises 
for  the  development  of  their  iron  industry. 

There  is  one  little  thing,  however,  which  they  have  omitted  to  do, 
and  that  is  to  reward  the  inventor  for  the  great  benefit  he  has  con¬ 
ferred  upon  the  empire.  Possibly  a  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  iron 
and  steel  manufactures  in  our  own  country  may  have  afforded  both 
Austria  and  Prussia  a  plea  as  well  as  a  precedent  for  their  injustice  and 
ingratitude  to  British  inventiveness. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  anything  respecting  the  exhibition 
made  by  England  in  ceramics,  as  a  unanimous  verdict  of  approval  has 
been  given  as  to  the  manner  in  which  our  leading  manufacturers  have 
supported  the  reputation  they  had  acquired  at  former  exhibitions.  As 
regards  the  British  exhibition  of  ordnance,  there  must  be  many  opinions 
as  to  the  merits  of  our  guns,  but  as  regards  the  display  there  can  be  but 
one,  and  that  is,  that  it  redounds  to  the  credit  of  the  officials  at  the 
Arsenal. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  the  Exhibition,  I  would  wish  to  state 
my  conviction  that  it  is  most  important  that  these  International  Com¬ 
petitions  should  not  be  allowed  to  degenerate  into  a  means  for  advertising, 
and  that  it  behoves  those  who  are  intrusted  with  their  organization  to 
see  that  the  several  departments  of  industry  are  intrusted  to  men  who 
take  an  active  interest  in  them,  and  are  thus  a  guarantee  that  every 
endeavour  will  be  made  to  have  them  fairly  and  properly  represented, 
which  is  not  the  case  on  the  present  occasion,  so  far  at  least  as  refers  to 
Classes  40  and  44. 

In  reference  to  the  second  part  of  Dr.  Playfairs  letter,  recommending 
that  an  official  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  means  “  by  which  the 
great  states  are  attaining  an  intellectual  pre-eminence  among  the 
“  industrial  classes,  and  how  they  are  making  tlii3  to  bear  on  the  rapid 
progress  of  their  national  industries,”  I  would  beg  to  observe  that  I 
believe  the  sooner  we  are  acquainted  with  the  facts  the  better. 

Whilst  assenting  to  the  proposition,  I  must  distinctly  state  that  I  do 
not  agree  with  Dr.  Playfair  that  the  technical  education  of  working  men 
is  the  most  important  method  for  the  maintenance  of  our  industrial 
supremacy.  The  information  gleaned  by  acting  upon  his  suggestion 
would  be  instructive,  and  great  good  would  result  from  its  application, 
but  what  is  really  wanted  for  this  country,  and  is  of  vital  consequence  to 
our  future  prosperity,  is  a  higher  scientific  culture  of  those  who  are  likely 
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in  tbe  natural  coarse  of  events,  to  be  master  manufacturers,  so  that  when 
discoveries  are  made  they  may  fructify  and  not  stagnate  or  decay,  as  has 
too  often  been  the  case,  for  want  of  intelligence  on  the  part  of  those  who 
command  capital  and  works  to  perceive  their  merits ;  and  that  they,  the 
manufacturers,  may  be  able  to  appreciate  and  adequately  remunerate  the 
scientific  talent  that  this  country  is,  and  always  will  be,  able  to  afford 


them. 

I  would  add  further,  that  no  reformation  bearing  upon  industrial 
program  is  more  required  than  in  the  Legislature,  and  it  is  a  reproach  to 
the  country  that  science  is  not  represented  in  Parliament. 

It  is  only  a  few  ye an  dnee  that  our  classic  and  commercial  statesmen 
repudiated  the  idea  of  the  exhaustion  of  coal  in  England,  whilst  last  year 
they,  in  a  fit  of  alarm,  organized  a  Commission  to  inquire  into  its 


probable  duration. 

It  would  be  well  if  an  investigation  were  made  as  to  what  have  been 
the  rasoKa  of  the  teachings  in  science  of  the  German  universities ;  what 
Liebig  has  done  for  modem  ehemisfary,  and  how  the  system  inaugurated 
by  him  at  the  small  University  of  Giessen  has  spread  throughout  the 
wodd,  and  what  benefits  have  resulted  from  it;  what  we  owe  to  the 
teadonfl  of  other  chemisl^  Urn  fbjaieitte,  metsHurgists,  an  . 

of  those  excellent  seats  of  learning.  Whilst  advocating  t  ie  necessi  y 
the  dissemination  of  scientific  training  in  England,  I  must  no  omi 
bestow  a  passing  tribute  of  commendation  to  tho  success  o  10Se  1 
tutions  of  recent  date  v  t0  8UPP  £  a  wa.n,  f 

existed  many  yean  since.  I  allude  to  tbe  Royal  College  of  C1,emis  ^’ 
which  tholate  Prinoe  Consort  was  the  President  ^ the  Schoo  «Mb£ 
and  the  colleges  in  the  metropolis  where  scientific  epir  men  c 
founded.  Ofthe  two  former  loan  speak  from  poetm  taow  edge.  ^  In 
the  first  named,  many  of  tbe  men  who  have  tang  >  •  aIU  _  ”  .  b 

those  who  have  studied  there,  have  not  only  enriched 
their  researches,  hut  have  lefo  a  p^nent  mark  upon  ^  men 
fiustnea  of  this  country.  VtO U  the  School  <*»“»  plication  of 

Jo  in  metallurgy  and  geology  have  «^^  ^  w  consider  the  repu- 
those  sciences,  nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at.  however, 

tation  of  the  profereora  under  whom  they  have  s  u  1  r  ^  e(jucation 
a  well-known  fact  that  the  poUfe  not  rigidly  s,PI’,ot  ‘  ntlveiy  hut. 
that  this  institution  is  capable  efaftrifo*  **  ‘;ntaffe& 

few  of  the  sons  of  i . nreri  avail  tin  1  , .  ,  particular 

before  concluding  1  would  beg  to ^  call  ,,  ,-<lssor  Frciny,  of 

attention  to  a  plan  proposed  Ly  ft*  _  1)roposes  that  young 

the  IiMitnt.-  It  is  one  most  ju  t  and*Wtaa  '  .  (iine  to theadvance- 
*  "i  talent,  who  are  desirous  of  dc\ otin,  .  npind  (and  there  are 
lnent  ‘'f  science,  and  tlicrefore  for  tho  benefit  o  g]l0Uld  he  liberally 


always  many,  not  only  willing  hut  anxious  to 
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supported  by  the  State.  I  quote  the  plan  from  memory,  and  can  there- 
fore  only  give  the  outline  of  his  project.  Permit  me  to  suggest  that  your 
Lordship  should  bring  this  excellent  idea  to  the  notice  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  London,  who  from  his  well-known 
zeal  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  from  his  position,  is  better  able  than 
any  one  else  to  obtain  the  evidence  of  scientific  men  as  to  its  value,  and, 
if  approved  of,  to  secure  its  adoption  in  this  country.  The  same  principle 
might  well  be  extended  to  the  other  departments  of  science  which  bear 
upon  industrial  progress. 

In  conclusion  I  must  express  my  firm  belief  that  extended  scientific 
education  is  of  the  highest  consequence  to  us  if  we  wish  to  retain  our 
present  position  in  the  scale  of  nations,  that  it  will  mostly  benefit  the 
future  master  manufacturer,  that  it  must  tend  to  elevate  the  social 
position  of  the  intelligent  working  man,  and  to  create  a  greater  sympathy 
between  master  and  man  than  at  present  prevails,  and  if  it  do  this, 
the  evils  which  threaten  to  impede,  if  not  to  paralyse,  our  national  pro¬ 
gress  may  be  averted. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Taunton,  David  S.  Price,  Ph.D. 

&c.  &c. 


(17.) 

5,  Westminster  Chambers,  S.W., 

gIR>  June  24,  1867. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lettei  of 
the  31st  ult.,  enclosing  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Schools  Inquiry  Commission  by  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  and  inquiring 
whether  I  agree  with  the  substance  of  that  letter. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  in  much  that  Dr.  Playfair  has  said  1 
entirely  agree,  and  that  from  my  own  recent  personal  inquiries  into 
the  state  of  technical  education  in  Switzerland,  Germany,  and  France, 
I  have  reluctantly  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  much  moie  a  vance 

in  those  countries  than  in  ours.  . 

As  a  Juror  in  the  Paris  Exhibition  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  higher  class  of  education  given  in  each  of  those  countries  o 
the  workmen  in  its  skilled  trades,  as  well  as  the  superioi  pro  esao 
education  given  to  the  higher  classes  of  men  employed  in  techmca  Pro¬ 
fessions,  is  everywhere  visible  in  the  works  exhibited  by  those  cot  ' 
And  I  attribute  the  surprising  strides  those  countries  have  been  ma  mg 
for  the  last  ten  years  in  many  of  the*great  staPle  branches  of  mec  amca 
construction  and  manufacture  to  the  admirable  scientific  and  Prac 
training  which  the  Governments  of  those  countries  provide  ioi 

working  classes.  •  T 

I  enclose  a  memorandum,  which  at  the  request  of  some  othei  ji 
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prepared  in  Paris  last  month,  as  an  expression  both  of  my  own  opinion 
and  that  of  many  others  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  this  subject. 
I  may  say  that  we  had  felt  it  our  duty  in  some  way  to  call  the  attention 
of  Government  and  the  public  to  this  matter,  when  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair’s 
letter  appeared  in  the  “  Times.” 

So  convinced  was  I  of  the  importance  of  technical  education  to  this 
country,  that  before  the  opening  of  the  present  Exhibition  in  Paris  I 
took  the  opportunity  of  an  invitation  which  had  been  given  me  to  assist 
a  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Arts  in  the  Technical  Museum  attached  to 
the  University  of  Edinburgh,  to  address  the  meeting  on  this  subject,  and 
I  enclose  also  a  newspaper  report  of  that  address. 

I  have,  &c. 

Henry  J.  Koby,  Esq.,  M.A.,  J.  Scott  Russell. 

&c.  &c. 


Memorandum. 

The  fourth  great  International  Exhibition  has  afforded  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  marking  the  relative  progress  of  different  countries  in 
the  arts,  manufactures,  and  trades  which  contribute  to  the  wealth  and 
power  of  nations.  We  have  especially  noted  the  progress  of  other  nations 
in  those  mechanical  and  constructive  arts  and  trades  in  which,  in  1851, 
England  exhibited  pre-eminent  excellence.  We  have  to  recoid  that  in 
many  of  these  some  other  nations  appear  to  have  made  much  more 
rapid  progress  than  ourselves,  so  that  we  are  relatively  falling  off.  nt 
we  especially  note  that  our  falling  off  is  not  in  unimportant  departments, 
but  in  some  of  those  which  had  formerly  constituted  our  staple  excellence. 

We  have  to  specify  that  those  branches,  in  which  other  countries  have 
now  shown  more  rapid  advancement,  are  some  of  our  own  giea  ms 
factures  of  steel  and  iron,  steam  machinery,  locomotive  eng  »  _ 

tools  and  manufacturing  machinery  in  general.  We  do  no  say 
all  of  these  other  nations  have  excelled  us,  in  some  t  my  iaA 
quailed  us.  But  what  we  do  feel,  and  therefore  ian  y  sa  e  ’ 
their  progress  has,  in  the  last  16  years  since  the  fust  x  n  i  ion 
been  remarkably  greater  than  ours.  .  .  .  ;M 

There  are  other  branches  of  arts  and  manufactures  m  w  1C  P 
fhe  reverse  is  the  case.  Glass  and  pottery,  and  tie  ai  s  o  o 
construction  of  beautiful  patterns  both  in  form  anc  co  our,  WQ 

remarkable  progress  throughout  England  diuing  t  le  sam  cyve 

therefore  confine  our  present  remarks  to  the  meckamca  an 

arts>  not  commonly  called  fine  arts.  Wnrallv  turned 

Dissatisfied  with  our  national  progress,  we  iave  natjons  and 

°U1'  minda  to  search  for  the  cause  of  the  pr°gres® .x”  during  these  years 
01  the  cure  of  our  own  deficiency.  We  h,K  1  nHne-°tke  national 
seme  nations  have  been  occupied  in  diligently  P1 0111  ° 
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education  of  the  various  classes  of  skilled  mechanical  workmen,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  skill  to  the  unskilled  and  rendering  the  skilled  more 
skilful.  We  find  that  some  nations  have  gone  so  far  as  to  have  esta¬ 
blished  in  every  considerable  town  technical  schools  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  all  the  youths  intended  to  be  craftsmen  those  branches  of 
science  which  relate  most  nearly  to  the  principles  of  their  future  craft. 
Workers  in  metal  are  taught  tire  nature  of  the  mechanical  powers  with 
which  they  will  have  to  work,  and  the  chemical  properties  of  the  ma¬ 
terials  they  will  have  to  operate  upon  ;  engine  builders  are  taught  the 
principles  of  heat  and  steam,  and  the  nature  of  the  engines  they  have 
to  make  and  work ;  shipbuilders  are  taught  the  laws  of  construction, 
hydraulics,  and  hydrostatics ;  and  dyers  and  painters  are  taught  the  laws 
of  chemistry  and  colour.  All  skilled  youth  are  taught  geometry,  drawing, 
nnd  calculation ;  and  in  many  countries  every  youth  who  shows  great 
talent  in  any  department  is  promoted  to  a  higher  training  school,  and 
there  educated  at  the  public  cost 

Besides  these  local  schools,  other  countries  have  technical  colleges  of  a 
very  high  class  for  the  education  of  masters  and  foremen  in  engineering, 
g^Mbanics,  merchandise,  and  other  practical  and  technical  professions. 

We  have  not  failed  to  notice  that  it  is  precisely  those  nations  which 
have  lieen  systematically  giving  a  course  of  preparatory  training  and 
education  to  their  population  in  their  skilled  trades  that  have  shown 
(be  moat  marked  progress  in  national  industry  in  these  successive 

^iilriTswitzerland,  Belgium,  France,  America  seem  to  make  progress 
in  proportion  to  their  excellence  of  educational  training : -Prussia  m  steel, 
d  engineering  work ;  Switzerland  in  scientific  engineering, 

and  in  ^  s 

engineering  **»-*£££ 

and  progress  in  proportion  to  the  exceiien 

. . in*  they  give  'l.eir  manufaotnrmg  popnWion.  d 

nwn.ee  therefore  n  aerioue  nat.ona J  question  for  Engl  ^  ^ 

they  b»ye  or  have  not  been  W,  g 

adequate  tncaaure.  of  a  national  ebaraeter  for  *>< By 

training  of  eU  the  youth  deetined  to  Jncation,  nov 

tU*  training  «  4°  «*  «■>  *•  «  ^  ^ Metical  working 

. ther  hand  down  mean  any  tle  elementMy 

ee  hip.  V*  enter  after  he 

^y  . .  «•  r*T41h5S  «o  “earn  to  «*  » 

knows  leading,  writing.  the  of  acquiring  such  know- 
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as  shall  fit  him  more  aptly  and  perfectly  afterwards  to  learn  and  to  profit 
loy  the  teaching  of  the  workshop  and  the  office.  It  is  unquestionable 
that  apprentices  to  trades,  coming  into  the  workshops  with  this  prepa¬ 
ration  will  make  greatly  more  rapid  and  certain  progress  than  those 
who  enter  direct  from  the  elementary  school. 

But  in  England  we  can  scarcely  as  yet  be  said  to  possess  such  schools. 
Certainly  they  are  not  uniformly  distributed  over  the  towns  of  England  ; 
and  it  seems  that  in  no  country  have  they  thriven  or  even  existed 
except  when  organized  and  sustained  by  nations  at  large,  acting  through 

their  governments.  . 

We  have  therefore  to  recommend  to  the  serious  attention  ot  the 

British  nation  the  consideration  of  the  importance  of  establishing  a 
national  system  of  technical  and  trade  education. 

Paris,  May  1867.  _  J.  Scot,  Russell. 

(18.) 

The  Ferns,  Hyde  Park  Gate,  South  Kensington, 

My  Lord  June  28, 186^‘  ,  ,  . 

Having  read  with  vaiy  peat  interest  Dr.  Lyon 
rable  letter  to  your  Lordship,  I  beg  to  state,  tlioug  wi  ^ 

regret,  that  I  am  compelled  to  agree  entirely  with  tie  op 
conclusions  expressed  in  that  letter.  -  i 

During  a  very  careful  and  impartial  examination  of  the  wied  produc^ 
tions  of  European  countries  in  the  Internationa  x  11  \  th  the  decided 
multitude  of  instances  met  my  eye  which  over  those  of 

superiority  of  the  industrial  productions  o  however  that  I 

«  W  It  »  be  distinctly  m»tt.K 

refer  only  to  works  of  artistic  taste  character  belonging 

connected  with  objects  of  useful  and  .  military  or  naval, 

to  the  peaceful  arts.  With  matters  of  .q  macbinery  I  have 

or  the  multitudinous  inventions  and  ri  1  ^ments  .  nor  have  I 
nothing  to  say,  having  no  experience  in  those  eP^ures,  removed  in  a 
any  knowledge  of  the  numerous  economic  manu^  ancl  esthetic 

great  measure  from  such  as  are  the  reou  0  ^  ^ruth  and  justness 

feeling.  In  these  latter  objects  it  is  that  I  tee  _  numerous  instances 
of  Dr.  Playfair’s  broad  and  honest  opinions.  n  ,jesign  as  well 

I  could  not  but  observe  the  great  advance  ma  ^  wbicli  I  had  san- 
88  execution  of  works  during  the  last  ten  ye  ’  eXCelled,  if  not 
guinely  hoped  we  in  England  would  have  0  j  am  sorry  to 

triumphed,  over  our  continental  neighbours.  that  it  behoves 

confess  I  have  been  disappointed,  and  am  ?  \  bodies  of  our  country 

the  Executive  Government  and  the  chief  m0St  important  suejec  , 

to  lose  not  a  moment  in  the  consideration  o  ^  our  working  men, 

iu  which  the  trade  and  commerce,  the  Prosl 
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1  1  ,n*y  “>'•  '  National  honour,  are  so  vitally  and  so  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  and  interested. 

I  cannot  at  present  enter  into  details,  but  your  Lordship  will  perceive 
that  I  entirely  concur  in  every  word  of  Dr.  Playfair’s  letter. 

I  have,  &c. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  E.  W.  Cooke,  R.A.,  F.RS. 

I^onl  Taunton, 

Ac.  Ac. 


(19.) 


Belfast,  June  29,  1867. 

I.v  reply  to  your  letter  of  27th  instant,  I  beg  to  state  that  I 
agree  with  the  substance  of  the  enclosed  letter* 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  J.  Roby,  Esq.  Wm.  Spotten. 

Ac.  Ac. 

[•  The  enclosed  letter  was  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair’s,  as  given  above.] 

(2°.) 

AND  GENTLEMEN,  Nottingham,  June  29, 1867. 

IN  reply  to  the  inquiry  addressed  to  me  through  your  secretary , 
I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  in  the  main  I  agree  with  Dr.  Lyon 
Flayfiur’s  letter  of  the  loth  ultimo,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  art  and 
indastrial  education  without  a  thoroughly  organized  system  of  primary 
inatmetion  will  not  remove  the  danger  which  threatens  our  manu- 

factminff  and  commercial  supremacy. 

rust  it  will  not  be  deemed  presumptuous  if  I  lay  brie  y 
yj.  ..r  ,„y  observation  on  a  sobject  in  which  I  have  long  been 

*5  7'",''  „ilh  which  I  have  been  connected  for  thirty 

of  hosiery.  I  am  the  managing  partner 

/•***  past  IS  t  >6  thousand  (5,000)  workpeople,  with  establish- 

<*  -.ploying  and  Loughborough,  employing  more  than 

;  .  !:  *  with  branches  at  Chetnnita  and  Pan-  » 

gamy,  «ml>loymg  about  “ve”  !1“n*  jdej”““nce  which  the  superinten- 
•  !l  »•'  ’  .  "afforded  me,  I  have  for  many  years 

Hh.cc  of  these  establishments  ha.  ‘  jn  France  and  Germany, 

put  fcnned  friuuduhipu  wit  1,1  and  workshops,  and  I  am  as 

—sai  . . 
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In  my  own  branch  we  siill  maintain  the  lead  in  the  majority  of  articles, 
but  the  progress  made  by  France  and  Germany  since  1862  is  truly 
astonishing,  and  it  has  been  much  greater  than  our  own. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  Englishmen  possess  more  energy,  enterprise,  and 
inventiveness  than  any  other  European  nation.  The  best  machines  in 
my  trade  now  at  work  in  France  and  Germany  are  the  inventions  of 
Englishmen,  and  in  most  cases  of  uneducated  workmen;  but  these 
machines  of  English  invention  are  constructed  and  improved  by  men 
who  have  had  the  advantage  of  a  superior  industrial  education.  The 
largest  hosiery  machine  shop  in  France  is  that  of  xMonsieur  Tailbours  at 
St  Just ;  models  of  all  the  best  English  machines  have  been  purchased 
and  imported,  and  they  are  there  improved  and  constructed  on  tlioroug  i  y 
scientific  principles  under  the  superintendence  of  a  young  man  who,  I 
was  informed,  took  high  honours  at  the  school  of  the  Government  in  Paris 
Precisely  the  same  thing  is  taking  place  in  Saxony,  u  re  axons 
are  in  respect  of  education,  both  primary  and  industrial,  much  in  advance 
of  the  French,  and  in  my  branch  they  are  our  most  formidable  rivals. 

In  Nottingham,  where  the  best  machinery  in  the  world  ^  require 
and  used  in  the  production  of  hosiery  and  lace,  there  is  no  such  thmg  as 
industrial  education,  and,  greatly  as  it  is  to  be  desired  I  amacquamted 
with  many  good  mechanics  and  superior  workmen  to  whom  i 
of  no  service,  inasmuch  as  they  can  neither  lead  nor  wn  e-  d 

Tlie  contrast  *.  .£ 

in  the  same  industry,  is  most  humiliating.  ‘  and  the 

of  various  workshops  and  room,  in  factories  m  tta 
frightful  ignorance  they  reveal  is  disheartening  an  ap  o 
horn  and  educated  amongst  the  condition 

of  the^W  7asses7om  workp^ple  till  I  took  the  pains  to  examine 

them  personally  in  the  manner  I  have  indicate  •  ^  intelligence,  and 

In  Saxony,  our  manager,  an  Englishm  ^  of  seven  years  has 

greatly  interested  in  education,  during  write.  And  not  in 

never  yet  met  with  a  workman  who  canno .  iea  majority  of  English 
tlie  limited  and  imperfect  manner  in  1  ^ee(jom  and  familiarity 

artizans  are  said  to  read  and  write,  hut  wi  1  a  ^  correspondence 

that  enables  them  to  enjoy  reading  and  to  con  ^  gQns  0f  0Ur  poorest 

in  a  creditable  and  often  superior  style.  .  Nation  at  the  Polytechnic 
Workmen  in  Saxony  are  receiving  a  technica  e  ^  obtain, 

schools,  such  as  the  sons  of  our  manufacture!  s  ea  ^  jg  p0Ssessed  of 

Whilst,  therefore,  I  believe  that  the  Eng  ^  competitors,  I  ®  of 
greater  natural  capacity  than  any  ot  his  o  ■  sUperior  intelli- 

°pinion  that  he  is  gradually  losing  the  race  n  »  developiDg  in  their 
gence  which  foreign  governments  aie  ca 

artizans.  ,  been  undoubtedly  against 

The  influence  of  strikes  and  lockou  s 
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industrial  progress.  But  the  worst  practices  of  trades  unions  are  the 
result  of  the  gross  ignorance  of  the  majority  of  workmen  who  are  con¬ 
nected  with  them.  I  succeeded  nearly  seven  years  ago  in  forming  a 
board  of  arbitration  and  conciliation  for  the  hosiery  trade  of  this  district, 
and  no  strike  has  taken  place  since  its  formation.  Leicester  has  recently 
followed  our  example,  and  during  the  past  week  the  lace  trade  has  done 
the  same.  This  is  the  only  solution  in  my  opinion  of  that  difficulty. 

The  education  of  Germany  is  the  result  of  a  national  organization 
which  compels  every  parent  to  send  his  children  to  school,  and,  after 
having  laid  the  foundation  of  a  sound  education,  affords  to  all  those  who 
have  the  capacity  and  inclination  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  such 
technical  knowledge  as  may  be  useful  in  the  department  of  industry  for 
which  they  are  destined. 

If  we  are  to  maintain  our  position  in  the  industrial  competition,  we 
must  oppose  to  this  national  organization  one  equally  effective  and 
complete.  If  we  continue  the  fight  with  our  present  voluntary  system, 
we  shall  be  defeated.  Generations  hence  we  shall  be  struggling  with 
ignorance,  squalor,  pauperism,  and  crime  ;  but  with  a  system  of  national 
education  made  compulsory,  and  supplemented  with  art  and  industrial 
education,  I  believe  within  twenty  years  England  would  possess  the  most 
intelligent  and  inventive  artizans  in  the  world. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours,  &c. 

A.  J.  Mundella. 


Her  Majesty’s  Schools 
Inquiry  Commissioners. 


(21.) 

Chemical  Works,  Bathgate, 
July  4,  1867. 

T  WA r>  tlifi  honour  to  receive  vour  letter  of  20  June  requesting 
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system  of  technical  education  given  to  the  masters  of  workshops,  sub- 
managers,  foremen,  and  even  workmen. 

England  for  a  long  time  excelled  all  other  countries  in  the  finish  of 
her  machines ;  but  now  we  find  that  foreign  machine  makers  are  rapidly 
approaching  us  in  finish,  and  having  skilled  and  intelligent  labour 
cheaper  than  ourselves  are  progressing  in  all  the  elements  of  manu¬ 
facturing.  .  . 

Permit  me  to  use  my  own  case  as  an  illustration.  Originally  I  was  a 

working  man,  but  have  succeeded  in  increasing  the  range  of  manufactur¬ 
ing  industry.  The  foundation  of  my  success  consisted  in  my  having 
been  fortunately  attached  to  the  laboratory  of  the  Andersonian  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Glasgow,  when  I  learned  chemistry  under  Graham,  and  natural 
philosophy  and  other  subjects  under  the  respective  professors.  This 
knowledge  gave  me  the  power  of  improving  the  chemical  manufactures 
into  which  I  afterwards  passed  as  a  servant,  and  ultimately  led  to  my 
being  the  founder  of  a  new  branch  of  industry,  and  owner  of  the  largest 
chemical  manufacturing  works  of  the  kingdom.  It  would  be  most  un¬ 
grateful  of  me  if  I  did  not  recognize  the  importance  of  scienti  c  an 
technical  education  in  improving  and  advancing  manufactures.  any 
men  without  such  education  have  made  inventions  and  improvements 
but  they  have  struggled  against  enormous  difficu  les,  w  11c  1  o 
powerful  genius  could  overcome,  and  they  have  een  sensi  e  o 
stacles  to  their  progress.  Stephenson,  who  so  to 

fives,  had  to  be  his  own  instructor,  but  o 

Edinburgh  University,  and  the  son  did  works  at  least  as  „ 
father,  and  with  far  less  difficulty  to  liimself.  compe- 

The  improvement  in  locomotion  has  necessarily  cre^J3  |l  d  instl,flc. 
tition  in  the  industries  of  the  world,  and  unless  we  add 
tion  to  manual  labour,  England  cannot  expect  o  mam  c 
in  the  industrial  race.  j  have>  &c. 

James  Young. 

H.  J.  Roby,  Esq., 

&c.  &c. 


appendix  p. 

Correspondence)  &c  on  Object  of  the  Prince  Consort's 

Memorial. 


(!•)  -.tt  I  of.h  June  1862. 

Sir,  7,  Fitzroy  Square,  •>  ^  ^  Memorial 

Referring  to  what  passed  at  the  “iee  ,  °  ttend  and  furnish 
Committee,  on  the  7th,  when  you  were  so  good  as 
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some  important  information,  I  now  forward  to  you  the  plan  and  report 
sent  by  the  architects  who  had  been  invited  to  express  their  views  on  the 
subject  of  the  Memorial. 

The  member's  of  the  Memorial  Committee  are  desirous  that  you 
should  bring  this  plan  (confidentially)  under  the  notice  of  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  1851  Commission. 

The  main  features  of  the  scheme,  it  will  be  seen,  are  a  Monument  in 
Hyde  Park,  between  Rotten  Row  and  the  public  road,  and  a  Central 
Hall,  south  of  the  public  road,  in  a  direct  line  between  the  Monument 
and  the  centre  of  the  Conservatory. 

As  the  position  of  this  Central  Hall  may  be  very  materially  affected 
by  the  future  intended  application  of  the  adjoining  ground,  you  are 
requested  to  ask  the  Finance  Committee  to  point  out  the  spot  on  the 
line  above  indicated  between  the  Conservatory  and  the  road  which 
would  best  suit  their  future  objects. 

I  have,  &c. 

Edgar  Bowring,  Esq.,  C.B.  C.  L.  Eastlake. 

Report  enclosed  in  the  above  Letter. 

Royal  Institute  of  British  Architects, 
Dear  Sir  Charles,  Conduit  Street,  5th  June  1862. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Queen  to  advise  Her  Majesty 
on  the  subject  of  the  Memorial  to  the  Prince  Consort  ”  having  requested 
us  by  a  letter  dated  10th  May,  in  obedience  to  a  suggestion  from  Her 
Majesty,  to  give  an  opinion  as  architects  as  to  the  best  means  of  givmg 
effect  to  Her  Majesty’s  wishes,  we  have  the  honour  to  state  that  we 
have  fully  considered  the  matter  referred  to  us,  and  beg  to  repor  as 

f0lIn  your  personal  communication  with  us  at  our  first  meeting-  you 
brought  under  our  notice  various  ideas  on  the  subject  re >erre  °  « 
which  had  occurred  to  the  Committee ;  but  by  your  etter  ot  t 
17th  May  to  Mr.  Tite  you  were  good  enough  to  state  that  t  le  omi 
were  desirous  that  “  we  should  all  consider  ourselves  free  to  _  J, 

suggestion  we  pleased,  without  reference  to  any  special  site  or  obj 

indicated  to  us  in  the  conference  to  which  we  have  adverted  ^ 

Being  thus  entirely  free  to  present  our  opinion  we  proceed  ,  ^ 
take  up  the  suggestions  you  offered,  and  which  we  be  l 

f0lTlTat’the  Memorial  to  the  Prince  Consort  should  be  erected  m  con- 
nexion  with  an  institution  of  art.  and  sciences:  M 
monument,  in  front  of  it,  or  in  the  centre  of  „ 

it  •  2ndlv  as  a  monument  inside  a  hall  of  the  building  ,  ,  ,  .  j 

wing.orsome  other  portion  of  the  building,  to  be  hereafter  completed, 

at  the  cost  of  the  public. 
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These  suggestions  naturally  appear  to  point  out  the  South  Kensington 
Museum  and  Schools  of  Art,  because  that  establishment  was  founded 
under  the  auspices  of  His  Royal  Highness;  it  received  his  constant 
personal  attention,  and  his  desire  was  to  see  it  become  a  large  central 
college  of  science  and  art. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  the  Memorial  might  be  erected  with 
propriety  and  advantage  in  conjunction  with  such  an  institution,  if  the 
funds  were  already  provided  ;  but  these  questions  arise— viz.,  whether 
the  nature  and  style  of  the  Memorial  could  be  safely  assumed  before  the 
plan  and  design  of  the  building  for  the  institution  had  been  finally 
determined?  And  2ndly,  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  adopt  such 
a  Memorial  before  the  Government  and  the  House  of  Commons  had 
sanctioned  and  voted  the  necessary  funds  for  the  buildings. 

Considering  all  the  doubts  which  at  present  exist  with  reference  to 
the  permanent  extension  of  the  buildings  at  South  Kensington,  and  the 
difficulties  and  delays  which  would  arise  in  the  event  of  a  recommen  a- 
tionby  the  Committee  of  such  a  project,  it  appears  more  desirable  to 
erect  the  Memorial,  not  as  a  part  of,  or  in  immediate  connection  with  a 
very  expensive  edifice  not  yet  determined  upon,  but  as  an  in  eP® 
monument  in  Hyde  Park,  on  or  near  to  the  site  of  the  x  M  '°n0_  ’ 

or  on  some  other  more  public  and  central  site  than  ou  ens  _» 

according  to  the  expectations  which  have  been  held  out,  an  upon 
many  persons  subscribed  to  the  Fund. 

The  Memorial,  if  erected  in  conjunction  with  any  a,i&e  °  ^ 

institution,  would  lose  in  individual  grandeur  and  impor  . 

be  difficult  to  treat  it  otherwise  t  ban  as  a  subordinate  o^t  ^  ^ 

side  the  building ;  and  if  placed  within  it  wou  c  e  se 
would  not  be  the  national  monument  immediately  under  t  p 
which  most  people  are  expecting.  ,  to  between 

The  sum  available  for  the  Memorial  is  suppos  ‘  sufficient 

50,000?.  and  60,000*.,  which  probably  would  not  be  mar  foming 

for  a  work  of  art  worthy  of  the  nation,  including  t 

a  site  to  receive  it.  _  ^  ^  Memorial  as  “  a 

Assuming,  therefore,  the  propriety  of  erec  >*g  the  forma  wbicli 
monument,”  and  that  it  cannot  be  a  Monoli  i  ’stones;  2ndly,  a 

suggest  themselves  are — first,  an  obelis  111  groups  of  sculp- 

column  ;  3rdly,  a  Gothic  cross  ;  4thly,  a  laige  g*®  Cons0rt  being  in 

iore  ;  and  5tl)ly,  a  building  :  a  Statue  o  ie 

any  of  these  cases  the  most  prominent  object.  ^  fmjowing  considera- 
Respecting  these  various  kinds  of  Memoria  , 
bons  arise  .  ,  tbere  is  no  especial 

1-  As  it  appears  a  monolith  cannot  be  obtaii  >  ^  mUS(;  pe  on  a  very 
reason  for  adopting  an  obelisk,  which,  to  be  e  k 
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large  scale,  and  if  so,  it  would  be  more  conspicuous  and  important  than 
the  Prince’s  Statue  ;  and,  further,  an  obelisk  built  up  in  several  stones 
would  only  show  an  inferiority  to  the  ancients. 

2.  The  objections  above  stated  to  an  obelisk  apply  almost  equally  to 
a  column,  or  any  erection  of  that  description,  except  that  on  the  summit 
of  a  column  might  be  placed  the  statue.  But  in  such  a  position  the 
figure  would  not  be  better  seen  than  the  Duke  of  York  or  Lord  Nelson 
on  their  columns  ;  and  statues  so  placed  have  not  acquired  much  favour 
with  the  public. 

3.  The  objections  to  an  obelisk,  a  column,  or  any  erection  of  that 
description,  apply  also  to  structures  in  any  style  of  architecture  which 
would  assume  either  of  those  forms. 

4.  With  reference  to  a  Memorial  composed  of  one  or  several  groups  of 
sculpture,  surmounted  by  a  statue  of  the  Prince,  the  following  considera¬ 
tions  arise  : — If  in  the  open  air,  considering  the  climate  of  this  country, 
it  must  be  of  bronze  ;  and  if  placed  in  Hyde  Park  it  must  be  upon  a 
very  large  scale  to  be  effective.  We  admit  that  bronze,  in  our  climate, 
soon  acquires  a  dark  tone,  injurious  to  the  effect  of  a  work  of  art ;  but 
we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  there  may  be  a  mixture  of  metals  that 
would  acquire  an  agreeable  permanent  colour.  Among  the  finest  monu¬ 
ments  of  modern  times,  that  of  Frederick  the  Great  in  Berlin,  and  of 
the  Archduke  Charles  in  Vienna,  have  hitherto  retained  a  rich,  lustrous 
colour  ;  or,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Greek  horses  in  Venice,  the  s  tatueo 
M.  Aurelius  in  Borne,  and  other  classic  examples,  gilding,  m  particular 
parts,  and  under  certain  conditions,  might  be  resorted  to. 

Leaving  for  the  moment  these  particular  considerations,  we  proceed  o 
point  out  the  site  which  appears  to  us  to  be  desirable  for  the  Monument 
itself,  and  the  general  mode  of  treatment  we  would  recommend. 

We  think,  then,  that  the  proper  site  is  to  be  found  by  drawing  a  me 
from  south  to  north,  through  the  centre  of  the  Horticultura  ar  ens, 
crossing  the  Kensington  Koad  ;  and  on  the  north  side  o  w  nci 

ground  rises  sufficiently  to  Kotten  Bow  to  give  the  elevation  q 

It  that  point  an  extent  of  nearly  1,200  feet  may  be  obtained  tor 
entrances  to  the  park,  for  terraces,  fountains,  flights  of  steps,  or  in  > 
and  a  depth  (340  feet)  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  In  ^e.ce^re  tMfl 
area  we  would  propose  to  place  the  Memorial  itself.  .  in  ’ 

may  be  a  group  of  statues,  without  a  building  ;  or,  if  in  marb  e, 

building  to  protect  them.  .  ,  ,  this 

We  attach  a  sketch  plan  to  this  Beport,  showing  generally 
idea  may  be  worked  out,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  area  g 
has  the  dimensions  before  stated  of  1,200  feet  from  east  to  west ,7 
340  feet  from  north  to  south,  in  the  centre.  To  obtain  this  w  P  P  ^ 
to  straighten  the  main  road,  and  to  make  another  entrance  an  g 
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the  park  at  the  east  end  of  the  area,  opposite  the  Exhibition  Road, 
corresponding  with  that  recently  made  opposite  the  end  of  Prince 
Albert’s  Road.  The  drive  in  the  Park  and  Rotten  Row  would  both 
remain  undisturbed. 

The  advantages  gained  by  such  a  site  are  these : — It  is  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  area  occupied  by  the  Exhibition  Building  of  1851, 
and  is  in  immediate  juxtaposition  with  the  Horticultural  Gardens — the 
result  of  His  Royal  Highness’s  own  conception— thus  forming  a  point 
of  connection  between  the  two. 

Having  thus  given  our  views  of  the  site  and  character  of  the  Prince 
Consort  Memorial,  we  approach  with  much  more  diffidence  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  question  of  some  building  to  be  erected,  with  a  view 
to  general  usefulness,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  to  a  certain  extent  the 
frequently  expressed  wishes  of  the  Prince,  and  particularly  to  realize 
his  views  as  stated  in  his  address  at  the  opening  of  the  Horticultura 
Gardens 

It  appears  to  us  that,  by  the  generosity  of  the  nation,  apart  from  the 
learned  societies,  science  and  art  are  provided  for  in  the  Britis  useu  , 
the  museum  in  Jermyn  Street,  and  the  schools  in  South  ensmg 
What  seems  to  be  wanted  is  some  spacious  hall  and  its  neces.^  ^ 
adjuncts,  as  a  place  for  general  art  meetings  ;  or  foi  sue  assem  *e 
are  about  to  take  place  in  London  in  connection  with  socia  scie 
its  kindred  pursuits.  We  have  nothing  in  London  for  such  an  j 
like  the  great  halls  of  Liverpool,  Leeds  and  Manchester. 

If  these  views  are  well  founded,  and  would  be  received  with  publm  or 

national  favour,  we  see  no  reason  why  the  vacant  Sloun  _ 

of  the  Horticultural  Gardens,  south  of  the  Kensington  tori,  ^ 
gested  by  the  Queen’s  Committee,  should  not  be  a  fitting 

Architecturally  (and  apart  from  general  questions  of  could 

winch  there  doubtless  exists  a  great  variety  o  opinion  ^  r0ad 
be  happier,  in  our  opinion,  than  to  occupy  t  ie  n°r  a  ^and  central 

with  the  Prince  Consort  Memorial,  and  the  0  ier  su  m-esent  moment 

hall  having  approaches  to  the  hall  itself,  an  as  a  •  the 

«*  Horticultural  Gardena ;  thus  effectually  screen mg  t.»n>  ^ 
lack  of  the  conservatory,  and  the  unsightly  objects  P  bo 

The  sketch  plan  before  referred  to,  will  £  t  apped  to 

arranged ;  but  we  only  propose  a  general  sc  ieme’  j  advice,  than 

138  to  be  our  duty  rather  to  submit  suggestions  <ui  &  ^ 

to  presume  to  present  anything  like  a  detailed  propo  site  for  the 

If  our  recommendation  on  the  subject  o  ^  Majesty  and  the 
Memorial  should  meet  with  the  approbation  o  ^  ^  gculpi tor  might 
ommittee,  the  individual  efforts  of  the  arcii  ec  present,  to 

k  toiled  for  it,  realization,  without  attempting,  .  ^  g 
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determine  the  final  occupation  of  the  vacant  land  on  the  south  side  of 
the  road. 


We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Dear  Sir  Charles, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

William  Tite. 
S.Smirke,  R.A. 

G.  G.  Scott,  R.A. 


J.  Pennethorne. 
T.  L.  Donaldson. 


To  Sir  Charles  Lock  Eastlake,  - 
President  of  the  RoyalAcademy,  &e.,  &c. 


P.  C.  Hardwick. 
M.  D.  Wyatt. 


(2.) 


Sir, 


Whitehall,  June  16,  1862. 


I  AM  directed  by  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
of  1851  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  sub¬ 
mitting,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Queen  to  advise 
Her  Majesty  on  the  subject  of  the  Memorial  to  the  Prince  Consort,  the 
plan  and  report  sent  in  by  the  architects  invited  to  express  their  views 
on  the  subject  of  the  Memorial,  and  requesting  the  Commissioners  to 
point  out  the  spot  on  the  line  between  the  proposed  Monument  in  Hyde 
Park  and  the  centre  of  the  conservatory  of  the  Horticultural  Gardens  on 
which  might  be  erected  a  Central  Hall  as  part  of  the  scheme  of  the 

Memorial.  . 

In  reply  I  am  to  express  to  the  Queen’s  Committee  the  satisfaction 

which  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  must  necessarily  feel  at  any  plan 
which  mayserve  to  connect  the  National  Memorial  to  the  late  Prince 
Consort,  their  own  illustrious  and  lamented  President,  with  ie 
Kensington  Gore  Estate,  and  with  the  proposed  site  of  the  hall  ie  en-e 

to  in  your  letter.  . 

The  Commissioners  direct  me  to  state  their  readiness  to  1  esei  ve  o 

reasonable  time  a  suitable  site  for  that  hall  of  the  space  require. 

150  by  80  feet),  in  the  centre  of  the  northern  frontage  of  their  es  a  e 
adjoining  the  Kensington  Road,  and  lying  between  Prince  Alber  ^ 
and  Exhibition  Road,  and  immediately  opposite  to  the  centre  ^ 
intended  Memorial,  leaving  the  decision  as  to  the  exact  proximi  y  o 
hall  to  the  public  road  for  further  consideration  and  future  consu  a  1 


with  the  Queen’s  Committee. 


I  have,  &c. 


Sir  C.  L.  Eastlake. 


Edgar  A.  Bowring. 
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(3.) 

Second  Report  of  tue  Prince  Consort  Memorial  Committee. 

To  the  Queen’s  most  Excellent  Majesty. 

WE,  the  Members  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  Your  Majesty  to 
consider  the  best  means  of  giving  effect  to  Your  Majesty’s  wishes  in 
respect  to  a  Memorial  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Consort,  humbly 
beg  leave  to  Report  to  Your  Majesty  the  result  of  our  further  proceedings 
with  reference  to  the  matters  committed  to  us. 

In  our  First  Report,  dated  the  14th  of  April  last,  we  stated  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  we  had  experienced  in  the  endeavour  to  fulfil  the  condi¬ 
tions  on  which  Your  Majesty’s  original  choice  of  an  Obelisk  mainly  de¬ 
pended,  and  our  serious  doubts  as  to  the  expediency  of  prosecuting  that 
part  of  the  proposed  scheme. 

Our  subsequent  proceedings  have  been  partly  dictated  by  a  letter  dated 
the  19th  of  April  last,  addressed  by  Lieutenant-General  the  Hon. 
Charles  Grey  to  Sir  Charles  Eastlake,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  our 
First  Report,  inviting  us  to  turn  our  attention  to  some  mode  other  than 
that  first  proposed,  of  effecting  the  great  object  in  view,  an  com 
eating  Your  Majesty’s  suggestion  whether  some  eminent  Architectsmi 
not  be  advantageously  consulted  as  to  the  means  of  combining  with  such 
other  designs  the  groups  of  statuary  (among  wliic 1  a  s  a  « 

Prince  would  be  prominent)  mentioned  in  General  rey 
letter  i • 

In  reviewing  the  various  schemes  that  have  °^ere^ t0  t 

during  the  general  discussion  of  this  the 

a  large  proportion  ot  the  public  appeared  t  oaa™»inted  with  the 

intended  Monument  with  some  institution  intima  e  y 
Prince’s  name.  .  ,  .  wftnpned  we  could  not 

The  inquiry  having  been  to  a  our  attention  to  it,  our 

overlook  this  prevalent  opinion.  In  d  »  institution  His  Royal 
first  obiect  was.  therefore,  to  ascertain  w  ha  v  ,  ,,■  l„i  and  then 


first  object  was,  therefore,  to  ascertain  wna  ^  established  and  then 
Highness  had  especially  promoted  or  desire  satisfactorily  com- 

to  consider  whether  the  proposed  Monumen 

hined  with  such  institution.  ,  tt-  i1T,ess’s  own  public 

General  testimony,  and,  above,  all,  His  oya  ^  ^at  there  was 

declarations  and  acknowledged  views,  ten  ?  ^  0f  a  metropolitan 

nothing  he  had  more  at  heart  than  the  esta  1  j?  science  and  art 

institution  for  the  promotion,  in  a  largely  u»e  u  ’ 
as  Applied  to  productive  industry.  objects  of  chari- 

While  the  Prince  was  ever  zealous  in  m  1  ®  jn  endeavouring  to 

t<n"ble  institutions,  while  lie  took  an  ac^?,.  0f  the  poor,  his  great 
improve  both  the  moral  and  material  cone  ^  patriotism  was  to 

purpose— combining  a  wise  philantliiopy 
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devise  means  for  affording  to  the  skilled  labour  of  the  industrial  classes 
the  advantages  of  a  scientific  and  artistic  education,  and,  in  so  doing,  to 
promote  their  own  social  welfare,  together  with  the  commercial  properity 
of  the  country. 

The  chief  occasion  on  which  His  Royal  Highness  expressed  his  views 
on  this  subject  was  in  August  1851*  in  a  paper  read  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  for  the  first  Great  Exhibition*  when  the  success  of  that 
Exhibition  was  no  longer  doubtful,  and  when  it  became  a  question  how 
the  surplus  funds  were  to  be  employed.  Many  of  the  views  contained 
in  that  memorandum  are  embodied  in  the  second  report  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners,  explaining  the  reasons  which  induced  them  to  secure  the 
ground  between  Brompton  and  the  Kensington  Road,  known  under 
the  name  of  the  “  Estate  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of 
1851.” 

The  surplus  funds  of  that  Exhibition  had,  by  the  judicious  counsel 
of  the  Prince  Consort,  been  applied  towards  the  purchase  of  the  pro¬ 
perty  referred  to  as  a  site  for  institutions  intended  to  promote  a  special 
object ;  that  object,  as  defined  in  the  second  report  of  the  Commissioners, 
being  “  to  increase  the  means  of  industrial  education,  and  extend  the 
influence  of  science  and  art  upon  productive  industry.” 

When  we  consider  that  the  spacious  site  above  mentioned  was  secured 
for  this  purpose  by  the  Prince’s  foresight  and  decision,  when  we  look  at 
the  useful  and  popular  institutions  which  are  already  rising  into  im¬ 
portance  in  various  parts  of  its  area,  and  when  we  remember  that  the 
whole,  with  its  present  and  prospective  national  benefits,  is  the  con¬ 
sequence  of  that  first  Great  Exhibition  which  owed  its  success o 
His  Royal  Highness’s  wisdom  and  perseverance,  we  canno  u 
such  visible  results  constitute  in  themselves  a  significant  and  appropn 

SlZW  Z  Prince  Consort ,  and  that  a  — — “ -  J— £ 
record  of  His  Eoyal  Highness’s  admirable  qualities  cou 
associated  than  with  so  characteristic  an  examp £**££■ 

These  convictions  led  us  to  regard  the  estate 
actual  establishments,  considered  as  a  whole,  as  t 

with  which  a  Monument  to  the  Prince  co  e  conne  nce  to  your 

It  was  at  this  stage  of  our  proceedings  that,  in  e  of  the 

Majesty’s  suggestion,  we  sought  the  advice  an  asms  an  ^  with  an 

moot  eminent  architects.  They,  on  their  part  inet  o  q  ^  ^ 
earnestness  worthy  of  the  object,  and  proceeded  witho  ^  as 

careful  consideration  of  the  question  ProPosed'  instructions, 

stated  in  their  subjoined  report,  was  in  accordance  with  on- 
first  directed  to  the  South  Kensington  Museu™'  fc  comprehensive 
soon  became  apparent,  rendering 

idea  which  we  desire  to  embody  scarce  y  ground,  and  a 

An  examination  of  the  unoccupied  portions  of  the  gr 
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reference  to  the  Prince  Consort’s  special  recommendations  suggested 

^TheSecond  Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851 
dwells  in  conclusion,  on  the  want  at  that  time,  not  only  of  scientific 
mi  artistic  instruction  for  the  industrial  population, -a  want,  since  the 
date  of  the  Report,  in  a  great  measure  supplied, -but  of  “  a  centre  of 
action”  for  men  of  Science  and  Art  where  the  results  of  their  labours 
could  be  communicated,  “  affording  at  the  same  time  the  means  of  estab¬ 
lishing  the  connection  between  them  and  the  public,  which  would  secure 

Dermanent  relations  of  reciprocal  influence.”  _  A..  ,  . 

In  a  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Midland  Counties  Institute  m 
November,  1855,  His  Royal  Highness  spoke  of  “a  central P™ 
union”  which  might  give  a  “  national  organization  to  all  such 

bhshments.  .  Garden  of  the  Horticultural 

In  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the ^  Garde^  Highnega  ex. 

Society  at  South  Kensington,  m  J  u  >  Inner  court 

pressed  a  hope  that  it  would,  «i %i rendered  ^ °easily  accessible  by 
of  a  vast  quadrangle,  of  public  bull  B  ’  building8  where  Science 
the  broad  roads  which  will  surround  ^  ° 

and  Art  may  find  space  for  development.  Af  union”  where 

We  conceived  that  a  Hall  forming  “  a  centra  P  f  their  labours 

men  of  Science  and  Art  could  meet,  win ere  the  remeteof  th. 
with  a  view  to  the  special  purposes  be  oie  m  c  ,  gocieties  through- 
cated  and  discussed,  and  where  deputies  fiom  a  Metropolitan 

-  tlie  United  Kingdom  could  occasional^  confer^  the  M 

authorities,  might  be  fitly  recommended  »s  m»km^  ^  ^ 

ment,  the  general  object  of  the  institutions  in  b^mentsfor  special 
the  more  induced  to  come  to  this  cone  usi  > c  ^  hardly  be  proposed 
purposes  connected  with  industrial  educa  ion  ^  would5  from  its 

for  a  central  situation.  A  Hall,  011  kind  of  Institution,  and,  while 
general  character,  harmonize  with  every  same  time,  form  the 

fitly  occupying  such  a  position,  might,  a  ^  ^  £or  more  definite 

commencement  of  buildings  to  be  herea 

purposes.  ,  Architects  this  ground  as  a 

Having  pointed  out  to  the  Comnii  e  consideration  of  the 

fit  site  for  the  proposed  Hall,  we  le  t  e  ^  recommend  that  t  e 
question  in  their  hands.  It  was  open  to  e  ^  or  in  the  open 
Monument  should  be  in  some  part  of  tie  ad;  0r  in  Hyde  Park, 
space  in  front  of  it,  between  the  Hall *n  thafc  of  the  actual  an 
in  an  area  corresponding  in  its  centra  in 

proposed  buildings  opposite.  .  ~  .  re  consideration,  we  a 

Without  entering  into  details  requmng  ■« of. Architects: have 
prepared  to  submit  oor  opinion  that  the  ^  ^  question  1  nor  can 
oome  to  a  judicious  decision  on.  this  p 
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hesitate  to  express  our  satisfaction  with  a  result  which  appears  to  fulfil 
more  than  one  important  condition.  By  being  placed  in  the  Park,  the 
Monument  has  a  national  character,  while  its  position  in  relation  to 
the  estate  sufficiently  indicates  the  connection  which  we  had  regarded  as 
an  essential  part  of  our  general  plan. 

Had  the  Monument  been  placed  on  the  South  side  of  the  Kensington 
Road,  it  would  have  been  so  near  the  Hall  as  to  be  overpowered  by  it ; 
while,  by  being  within  the  estate,  it  would  have  lost  something  of  its 
public  importance.  The  latter  objection  would  have  been  applicable  had 
it  been  proposed  to  place  the  statues  within  the  building.  We  conceive, 
however,  that  that  objection  would  not  extend  to  placing  within  the 
Hall  a  marble  statue  of  the  Prince,  distinguished  in  its  composition 


from  the  statue  on  the  Monument  itself. 

The  Hall,  besides  its  special  use,  would,  with  its  corresponding  lateral 
approaches  to  the  Horticultural  Garden,  constitute  the  principal  front  to 
the  whole  Estate.  It  would  also,  on  many  accounts,  be  an  essential 
accompaniment  to  the  opposite  Monument,  by  completing  the  connection 
between  it  and  the  Institutions  which  now  exist,  or  may  hereafter  be 
established  near  it.  Still  we  are  aware  that  its  erection,  as  part  of  the 
proposed  scheme,  must  depend  on  the  amount  which  maybe  contributed 
We  can,  therefore,  at  this  moment  do  no  more  than  express  our  earnes 
hope  that  sufficient  funds  may  be  provided  to  ensure  the  completion  o 

the  Hall.  .  . 

Havin’’  communicated  our  views  on  this  subject  to  the  omunssi  • 

for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  stating  ia 
they  have  been  pleased  to  assure  us  of  their  readiness  to  reserve,  for  a 
reasonable  time,  a  suitable  site  for  the  Hall,  of  the  extent 

It  will  be  apparent  that  the  conclusion  at  which  we  have  now 
has  reference  merely  to  the  site  of  the  memorial  and  its  connection  wdh 
the  Institutions  referred  to;  and  an  inspection  of  the  subbed  P an 
will  show  that  the  effect  of  the  whole  is  mainly  dependent  on  t 
straightening  of  the  public  road,  in  itself  a  considerable  Jor 

which  can  only  be  effected  by  taking  in  a  few  feet  from th  Pmk.  ^ 
this  purpose,  trifling  as  is  the  proposed  alteration,  an  PPl  ^  be 
be  made  to  Parliament  for  its  sanction,  which  we  cann 


rcadilv  given.  .  ,  .  ue(T  leave 

In  humbly  submitting  this  our  Report  to  Your  aj  ^  your 

to  state  that  should  the  scheme  we  iave  ™  ica  yur  Majesty’s 
Majesty’s  approval,  we  propose  in  further 

wishes,  to  invite  a  certain  number  of  architects  to ^ 

General  arrangement  of  the  Monument,  as  regards  he  g  ,  rai 

and  architectural  elements,  and  of  the  surroundmg  ar  .  would  at 

design  which  might,  with  Your  Majesl >y  to  suit 

the  same  time  be  open  to  subsequent  modifications  in 
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the  conceptions  of  the  sculptors  who  in  conjunction  with  the  architect 
ultimately  chosen,  would  be  commissioned  to  complete  the  work. 

We  humbly  subjoin,  as  an  Appendix,  to  this  Report,  the  Report  and 
Plan  of  theCommittee  of  Architects,  to  which  we  have  above  referred. 

Derby. 

Clarendon. 
William  Cubitt. 

Westminster,  27th  June  1862.  C.  L.  Eastlake. 


(4.) 

My  dear  Sir  Charles,  Osborne,  July  18,  1862. 

The  Queen  desires  me  to  acknowledge,  through  you,  the  receipt  ot 
the  further  report  of  the  Committee  Her  Majesty  had  asked  to  advise 
her,  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  National  Monument  to  the  Prince 

Knowing  the  importance  attached  by  the  Prince  to  the  establishment 
of  some  central  institution  for  the  promotion  of  scientific  anc 
education,  the  Queen  is  much  pleased  by  youi  lecommen  a  10 
personal  Monument  to  His  Royal  Highness  should  be  m  immediate 
connection  with  buildings  appropriated  to  that  objec  . 

Your  report,  therefore,  suggesting  the  erection  of  a  ^  ^  “ 
the  commencement  of  such  buildings,  and  m 
personal  Monument  to  be  placed  directly  opposi  e o  i^  ^  should 
meets  with  Her  Majesty’s  entire  and  cor  «  reCommendation, 

public  support  afford  the  means  of  giving  e  e  y  ^  ^  that  tlie 

it  will  be  far  from  being  a  matter  of  reQr  obelisk,  as  the 

difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  original  sugges  ion 
principal  feature  of  the  proposed  Monument,  were  such 
to  counsel  the  abandonment  of  that  idea.  more  happy  than  to 

Pew  things,  indeed,  could  now  make  ^  ^e^oved  husband’s 

be  allowed  to  witness  the  realization  o  some  c '  constantly  he 

noble  plans  for  the  benefit  of  mankin  .  ie  institutions  founded 

regretted  that  much  of  the  good  which  ie  ‘  ^  Qr  other  of  their 
for  the  advancement  of  science  and  ait,  m  s0  isolation  and  want 

branches,  were  calculated  to  effect,  was  1»*  by  theur 
of  connection  with  each  other.  nta^e  that  would  follow 

But  though  strongly  convinced  ot  the  a  v  impressed  with  the 

their  being  brought  together,  he  was  a  so  s  free  and  voluntary 

importance  of  not  interfering  in  any  ^ay  w  0f  g00d,  must  be  an 

action ;  believing  that  their  union,  to  be  P10  0pjnion  of  its  necessity, 

unforced  union,  brought  about  by  a  genera  y 
and  meeting  with  public  support. 
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In  fact,  it  wag  to  public,  as  distinguished  from  Government  or  Par¬ 
liamentary,  support,  that  he  always  looked  for  the  means  of  giving  effect 
to  his  plans. 

He  was,  therefore,  content  to  wait  with  patience  till  the  conviction 
should  have  forced  itself  on  the  public  mind,  as  it  had  long  done  on  his 
own,  of  the  expediency  of  giving  to  those  bodies  some  general  organiza¬ 
tion,  or  point  of  union,  which  should  enable  them  mutually  to  assist 
each  other  in  promoting  their  several  objects ;  while  it  should  leave 
untouched  their  power  of  independent  action,  and  extend  rather  than 
limit  their  sphere  of  individual  usefulness. 

It  would  have  gratified  the  Prince  much,  therefore,  as  it  is  now  a 
source  of  some  consolation  to  the  Queen,  to  find  that  one  of  his  great 
ideas  for  the  good  of  the  world  (for  his  views  were  by  no  means  limited 
to  this  country),  forms  the  basis  of  the  recommendation  contained  in  your 
Report ;  and  Her  Majesty  can  have  no  dearer  wish  on  this  subject  than 
that  the  estate  purchased,  as  you  say,  by  his  “  judicious  counsel  ”  and 
wise  “  foresight  and  decision/’  should  be  devoted  to  such  a  purpose  ;  that 
the  establishments  actually  upon  it,  as  well  as  those  that  may  be  expected 
to  come  there,  should  be  considered  as  a  whole, — to  form  one  institution, 

_ one  great  and  comprehensive  institution, — having  for  its  object  (to  use 

the  Prince’s  own  words,  as  quoted  by  the  Committee),  “  to  increase  the 
means  of  industrial  education,  and  extend  the  influence  of  science  and 
art  upon  productive  industry.” 

For  such  an  institution  some  appropriate  title,  connected  with  the 
Prince’s  name,  will  doubtless  hereafter  be  found ;  while,  from  its  object, 
and  still  more  from  the  benefits  which  the  Queen  hopes  would  follow 
the  development  of  this  idea,  it  would  be  fitly  connected  with  the 
personal  Monument,  and  would,  itself,  form  the  most  lasting  and 
worthy  Memorial  of  the  Prince’s  untiring  and  unselfish  exertions  for  ie 

general  good. 

I  remain, 

Dear  Sir  Charles, 

Sir  C.  Eastlake,  Yours  veiY  sinC^REy 

Sic.  &c.  &c. 


(5.) 

To  the  Queen’s  most  Excellent  Majesty. 

We  the  members  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  Your  Maj  y 
to  consider  the  best  means  of  giving  effect  to  Your  Majesty’s  wishes  m 
respect  to  a  Memorial  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Consort,  hum y 
beg  leave  to  report  to  Your  Majesty  the  result  of  our  further  proc  g 
with  reference  to  the  matters  committed  to  us. 
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In  our  Second  Report,  dated  the  27th  of  June  1862,  after  referring  to 
the  difficulties  which  had  compelled  us  to  abandon  the  scheme  of  an 
obelisk,  and  to  Your  Majesty’s  wish,  communicated  by  a  letter  dated  the 
19th  of  April  1862,  from  Lieut.-Gcneral  the  Hon.  Charles  Grey,  that 
we  should  turn  our  attention  to  some  other  mode  in  which  the  great 
object  in  view  might  be  more  satisfactorily  effected,  we  stated  that,  in 
reviewing  the  various  suggestions  that  had  been  made,  we  had  become 
aware  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  public  appeared  to  be  desirous 
of  connecting  the  intended  Monument  with  some  institution  intimately 
associated  with  the  Prince’s  name.  We  stated  that  a  reference  to  His 
Royal  Highness’s  recorded  declarations  and  views  had  led  us  to  conclude 
that  there  was  nothing  he  had  more  at  heart  than  the  establishment  of 
an  institution  for  the  promotion,  in  a  largely  useful  sense,  of  science  and 

art  as  applied  to  productive  industry. 

In  considering  the  question  of  the  site  and  special  purpose  of  a 
building  applicable  to  such  objects,  we  could  not  hesitate  to  express  our 
opinion  that  the  ground  purchased  with  the  surplus  funds  of  the  Great 
Exhibition  of  1851— on  which  various  establishments  connec  e  wi 
art  and  science  had  already  been  placed  under  His  Royal  Highness  s 
auspices— would  be  the  fittest  for  such  a  building,  and,  s  i  gui i  y 

the  Prince’s  wishes,  as  stated  in  the  Second  Report  of  the  Com— 
for  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  tbaUe- 
appropriate  structure  would  be  a  hall,  forming  a  cen  re  0  ni- 

of  science  and  art,  where  the  results  of  their  labours  con  d  be CJJthe 
cated,  while,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Commissioners,  ^  between 
same  time  afford  “  the  means  of  establishing  ie  0011  l  ti  0f 
them  and  the  public,  which  would  secure  permanent  relations 

reciprocal  interest.”  .  m  General 

In  obedience  to  Your  Majesty’s  s^Sestl°°^0t“e  advice  and  assistance 
Grey’s  letter  above  referred  to,  we  then  s  g  whom  we 

of  some  eminent  architects.  The  following  we  5,  A..,  James 

applied William  Tite,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Sydney  L  D ’naldson,Esq, 

Pennethorne,  Esq.,  Philip  C.  Hardwick,  Esq.,  ^  Esq. 

George  Gilbert  Scott,  Esq.,  R.A.,  and  Mat  june  ig62,  addressed 

These  architects,  in  a  letter  dated  the  0  e(j  their  opinion 

through  Sir  Charles  Eastlake  to  the  Commi  ^  ^rt  WOuld  be 

that  the  fittest  site  for  the  proposed  Hall  o  ei  Q£  the  Estate  of 

the  vacant  piece  of  ground  at  the  noithern  were  ourselves 

the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  ot  ^  were  pleased  to 

enabled  to  state  that  the  Commissioners,  on  _  a  suitable  site 

express  their  readiness  to  reserve,  for  a  reason 

for  the  Hall,  of  the  extent  required.  effect  of  the  whole,  as 

In.  the  proposed  general  arrangements  measure  depend  on 

pointed  out  in  our  former  Report,  woul  in 
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the  straightening  of  the  public  road,  in  itself  a  considerable  improvement, 
but  which  could  only  be  effected  by  taking  in  a  few  feet  from  the  Park. 
This  object,  trifling  as  is  the  proposed  alteration,  could  only  be  obtained 
by  an  application  to  Parliament  for  its  sanction.  A  reference  to  the 
subjoined  plan  will  explain  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  proposed 
alteration. 

After  consulting  further  with  the  Architects  referred  to,  we  decided 
that  the  Memorial  itself,  with  which  the  proposed  Hall  was  to  be 
associated,  should  be  placed  opposite  the  centre  of  the  area  to  be  occupied 
by  the  Hall,  but  on  the  higher  ground  north  of  the  Kensington  Road. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  original  and  primary  object 
of  a  Memorial  with  the  erection  of  a  building  in  its  immediate  neigh¬ 
bourhood  applicable  to  those  especial  objects  which  His  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince  Consort  had  been  anxious  to  promote,  we  proposed,  in  our 
Second  Report,  to  invite  a  certain  number  of  Architects  to  furnish 
detailed  designs  for  the  Memorial,  with  sufficient  indications  (as  we 
afterwards  explained)  of  the  relative  position,  extent,  and  character  of 
the  Hall. 

Your  Majesty’s  “  entire  and  cordial  approval”  of  the  scheme  above 
described,  and  of  the  course  proposed  to  be  adopted,  was  communicated 
in  a  letter  dated  the  18tli  of  July  1862,  addressed,  as  before,  by  General 
Grey  to  Sir  Charles  Eastlake. 

The  Architects  whom  we  invited  to  furnish  designs  were  the  same 
whom  we  had  before  consulted.  Two  of  the  number,  Mr.  Tite  and 
Mr.  Smirke,  having  declined  the  invitation,  we  addressed  ourselves  to 
Charles  Barry  and  Edward  M.  Barry,  Esquires.  Those  distmguishec 
Architects  having  accepted  our  conditions,  the  proposed  number  ot 
candidates  remained  unaltered. 

The  Architects  originally  consulted  by  us  did  not  omit  to ^  observe,  m 
their  letter  dated  the  5th  of  June  1862,  that  “  the  sum  available  tor  the 
Memorial  is  supposed  to  amount  to  between  50,000 1.  and  ^ ^yof 
probably  would  not  be  more  than  sufficient  for  a  work  of  ar  y 

the  nation,  including  the  cost  of  forming  a  site .to Jul  1862, 

On  our  own  part,  in  our  invitation  bearing  da 
to  the  .even  Jchiteeta,  five  of  whom  had  affixed  <*»«£££ 
letter  above  quoted,  we  adverted  to  the  same  «*•  SIlluUT1t 

S\ra«K  and,  tf 

"sX,  *nthe  "gns  sres"ch”! 
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to  prove  tlie  wisdom  of  the  course  suggested  by  Your  Majesty,  and  we 
trust  that  on  future  occasions,  in  questions  relating  even  more  directly 
and  exclusively  to  Sculpture,  it  will  be  found  advisable  to  consult  those 
whose  studies  and  practice  lead  them  to  regard  monumental  works  with 
reference  to  the  site  they  are  to  occupy,  and  in  relation  to  surrounding 
objects. 

At  the  same  time  we  are  aware  on  the  one  hand,  that  designs  for 
statues  or  groups  of  sculpture  by  Architects  can  only  be  required  to  indi¬ 
cate  the  position  and  dimensions  of  such  works,  leaving  the  Sculptors 
themselves  uncontrolled  in  all  other  respects ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  the 
judgment  ought  not  to  be  influenced  by  any  defects  of  detail  in  such 
necessarily  vague  representations  of  sculptured  forms. 

In  proceeding  to  the  onerous  duty  of  pointing  out  designs,  one  of 
which  might,  subject  to  Your  Majesty’s  approval,  and  with  due  modifi¬ 
cations,  be  chosen  for  execution,  we  had  to  hear  in  mind  the  amount  of 
the  funds  subscribed  as  compared  with  the  estimates  of  the  candidates. 
As  regards  the  Hall,  we  had,  in  our  Second  Report  before  referred  to, 
stated  that  we  could  do  no  more  than  express  our  earnest  hope  that  suffi¬ 
cient  funds  might  be  provided  to  ensure  its  completion.  ia  e  ec 
announcement  of  a  definite  scheme  and  chosen  design  may  produce  we 
cannot  anticipate,  but  we  are  bound  to  state  that  at  this  moment  he 
amount  subscribed  barely  exceeds  60,000?.  We  have  to  add,  that  the 
estimates  which  the  candidates  have  submitted  for  the  Memoriali  - 
spectively  of  the  Hall  are,  with  one  exception,  larger-m  some  instances 

considerably  so — than  that  sum.  .  h  T.<«mppts 

Before  submitting  onr  opinion  on  tie  revive 
of  the  designs  we  prefer,  it  may  be  necessary  to  a  _ver  .  >  this 

question  respecting  the  durability  of  statues  m  the  »P“  “  “  * 
country.  We  observe  that  those  architects  who  Plopo^  marble, 

sculpture  that  they  have  introduced  should  U 

have  placed  such  works  within  a  building.  *  .  .  assumed  is 

gilding,  and  in  some  cases  Silesian  marble materials  selected 
durable  even  when  exposed  to  the  atmosp  1  ),  opinion  that,  in  any 

for  external  decorations  in  sculpture.  e  <•  Memorial  and 

case,  even  including  architectural .details,  the  time  to 

Its  accompanying  decorations  might  requite  coiour  might  be 

time  ;  and  that,  assuming  bronze  to  be  pre  >  ^  "  erve(L 
adopted,  and  by  such  precautions  mig  Pr0  ~  an  estimate  for  the 

Next  to  tlie  apparently  indispensable  con  * 1  are  deposed  to  con- 
Memorial  within  the  means  hitherto  contnbu  ec ,  of  due  connec¬ 

ter  the  designs  with  reference  to  the  impor  ^  0pp0site  or  south  side 
tion  with  the  site  and  proposed  structures  on  from  the  south, 

°f  the  Kensington  Road.  The  ground,  grac  1 
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points  out  a  commanding  site  for  the  Memorial,  and  suggests  a  definite 
termination,  not  only  to  the  portion  of  the  site  in  the  Park,  but  to  the  whole 
area  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  with  the  buildings  now  or  hereafter 
to  be  comprehended  in  the  estate  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition 
of  1851.  The  Memorial,  we  conceive,  should,  in  an  architectural  sense, 
be  in  intelligible  relation  and  connection  with  that  estate,  in  itself  a 
monument  of  the  Prince’s  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  science  and  art ; 
and,  as  occupying  the  highest  point  in  the  ground,  considered  as  a  whole, 
should,  in  its  mere  plan  as  well  as  in  due  elevation,  have  the  character  of 
a  boundary  adorned  with  a  fitting  monument. 

We  are  of  opinion  that,  in  its  general  conception,  the  design  by 
Mr.  Philip  C.  Hardwick  exhibits  an  especial  attention  to  these  requisites. 

In  considering  the  general  character  of  the  different  designs  for  the 
Memorial,  we  find  admirable  suggestions  for  structures  partaking  of  the 
nature  of  a  mausoleum.  But  we  conceive  that  the  Memorial,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  institutions  which,  with  regard  to  their  present  and  proposed 
objects,  exemplify  the  labours  of  the  Prince  for  the  public  good,  should 
rather  convey  the  impression  that  it  is  a  public  tribute  to  his  great  quali¬ 
ties  ;  and  that,  while  the  proposed  Hall  of  Science  and  Art  would  repre¬ 
sent  in  the  most  general  form  the  useful  objects  which  His  Royal  Highness 
promoted,  the  Memorial  itself  should  be  essentially  a  national  testimonial. 

We  therefore  recur  to  the  idea  that  has  been  prominent  at  all  times 
among  civilized  nations,  of  a  statue  in  a  conspicuous  situation,  sufficiently 
large  to  form,  in  reference  to  that  situation,  a  commanding  point  of 
attraction,  and  with  becoming  accompaniments  at  different  heights  to 
enrich  the  mass  and  sustain  the  impression  intended  to  be  conveyed. 

These  conditions  appear  to  us  to  have  been  carefully  borne  in  mind  by 
Mr.  Hardwick  ;  and,  as  regards  the  important  question  of  expenditure, 
his  is  the  only  design  according  to  which  the  Memorial  itself,  irrespective 
of  the  Hall,  could  be  executed  at  a  cost  within  the  amount  subscribed. 
At  the  same  time  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Hall  forms  so  essentia 
feature  of  his  general  plan  that  its  omission  would  greatly  detract  from 

the  merits  of  his  design.  .  , 

We  now  proceed  to  notice,  as  especially  worthy  of  Your  Majesty  s 
favourable  consideration,  a  magnificent  design  by  Mr.  Scott,  for  a  o  1 
Cross,  the  statue  being  within  the  structure  but  open  to  view,  an 
great  measure  open  to  the  air. 

^  In  the  letter  of  the  architects,  in  reply  to  our  first  invitation  th  y 
would  favour  us  with  their  advice,  among  various  kinds  of  monum 
ZZ  h  by  them  were  considered  objectionable,  the  Gothro 
approaching  the  slender  proportions  of  an  obelisk  or  column,  was  m 
We  advert  to  this  only  to  remark  that,  in  the  M  P^"d 
design  does  not  come  under  that  particular  description  of  structur  , 
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secondly,  that  in  a  letter  dated  the  9th  of  June  1862,  referring  to  the 
opinion  above  quoted,  he  claimed  for  himself  perfect  freedom  of  choice  in 
the  style  of  his  design. 

While  admitting  the  somewhat  sepulchral  character  of  what  are  called 
Gothic  crosses,  we  cordially  appreciate  the  feeling  which  led  Mr.  Scott 
to  adopt  in  his  design,  to  use  his  own  words,  “  the  style  .  .  of  the  most 
touching  monuments  ever  erected  in  this  country  to  a  Royal  Consort, 
and  to  give  to  an  architectural  structure  the  character  of  a  vast  shrine 
expressive  of  the  value  attached  to  the  statue  which  it  protects. 

We,  therefore,  do  not  dwell  on  the  objection  likely  to  be  urged,  of  a 
certain  want  of  originality  in  a  monument  of  this  kind,  because  we 
believe  that  the  beauty  of  this  example,  if  it  could  be  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion  without  sacrificing  the  richness  and  completeness  of  its  effect,  would 
abundantly  compensate  for  any  actual  or  imagined  resemblance  to  other 
structures  coming  under  the  denomination  of  a  Gothic  Cross. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Scott’s  proposed  monument  is  not  essen¬ 
tially  connected  with  any  present  or  proposed  buildings  on  the  , south 
side  of  the  public  road.  But,  inasmuch  as  it  would  eoirespon  wi  e 
central  line  of  the  area  on  that  side  the  statue,  of  course,  ion  mg 
that  direction — we  conceive  that  the  required  connection  migi  ' 
ciently  attained  by  the  arrangement  of  the  immediately  sunoun  g 
ground ;  and,  although  the  isolated  and  independent  c  larac  ei  o 
structure  in  itself  would  seem  to  fit  it  for  any  open  situation, 

means  consider  such  a  circumstance  of  sufficient  weight  to  open  again 
“a m  the  position  already  assigned 

might,  in  the  opinion  of  some  judges,  involve  «s 

Hall,  if  ever  built,  should  be  similar  in  sty  existence  on 

sequently,  again  dissimilar  from  the  buildings  area  y  We  ^k, 
the  estate  of  the  Commissioners  for  theErin  ^  reason  for  some 
however,  that  the  intervening  space  inigh 

change  of  style,  if  desirable,  in  the  Hall.  ,  t  }nsuperable 

Having  noticed  these  general,  but  as  -  co^^;  the  Pcost  of 
difficulties,  we  come  to  a  much  more  formi  c  y.  from  185  to 

Mr.  Scott’s  proposed  Memorial,  after  re  ucin§  description,— and  not 

148  feet, -an  alternative  proposed  m  ns  F1  estimated  at  much  less 
without  some  other  changes,  cannot,  we  e<  , 

than  double  the  amount  subscribed  for  the  cost  of  laying 

To  this  must  be  added  that  no  calcula  10  ,  n  nor  for  that  of 

out  the  ground  (in  this  case  an  indispensa  e  a 

straightening  the  public  road.  .  •  V  e  are  bound  to  submit  our 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  still  tlnn  w  ^  ^  designs.  That 
opinion,  in  the  first  place,  as  to  the  relative  1  ^  ^ose  designs, 

opinion,  after  a  careful  and  repeated  compa 


con- 
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sidered  irrespective  of  cost,  is  in  favour  of  that  by  Mr.  Scott.  The 
difficulties  which  present  themselves  in  regard  to  the  estimate  can  only 
be  met,  first,  by  abandoning  for  the  present  the  project  of  a  hall ;  and, 
secondly,  by  such  an  addition  to  the  present  available  amount  as  would 
secure  the  completion  of  Mr.  Scott's  Monument  without  sacrificing  its 
chief  characteristics. 

It  is  not  without  extreme  regret  that  we  regard,  even  as  a  possibility, 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  a  project  which  His  Koyal  Highness  the 
Prince  Consort  appeared  so  earnestly  to  contemplate.  In  relinquishing 
the  objects  of  utility  to  science  and  art  which  the  Hall  and  its  accom¬ 
paniments  would  have  unquestionably  promoted,  and  in  recommending 
the  adoption  of  Mr.  Scott’s  design,  we  have  the  consolation  of  reflecting 
that  we  in  some  measure  revert  to  Your  Majesty’s  original  intention  in 
proposing  the  erection  of  a  Monument,  in  the  usual  acceptation  of  the 
word,  with  groups  of  statuary  round  its  base. 

But,  we  repeat,  even  for  the  execution  of  such  a  Monument  alone  the 
sum  contributed  will  be  insufficient.  It  would  be  unbecoming  on  our 
part  to  offer  any  suggestion  as  to  the  means  by  which  that  sum  might 
be  augmented  ;  but  we  venture  to  think  that  the  liberality  of  Parliament 
would  not  be  appealed  to  in  vain,  and  that  by  the  aid  of  the  House  of 
Commons  the  Monument  would  assume  a  character  in  all  respects 
national,  and  thus  be  worthy  of  the  Prince  to  whose  memory  it  will  be 

dedicated.  .  , 

We  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  all  the  designs  should  be  submit  e<. 

to  the  inspection  of  Members  of  the  Legislature,  and  ultimately  to  that 

of  the  public.  .  ,,  • 

We  humbly  subjoin,  as  an  Appendix,  various  papers  referred  to 

our  Report. 


Derby. 

Clarendon. 

C.  L.  Eastlake. 
William  Cubitt. 


Westminster,  25th  March  1863. 


^  Windsor  Castle,  April  22,  l868-^ 
Lieut.-General  Grey  has  received  the  commands ^ pSnted  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Repoit  o  e  °“  f  questions 

S—  r_a  *  the 

isrs  — -  *• 

adrfce  which  they  have  Emitted  to  Her  Majesty. 
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The  Queen  very  fully  participates  in  the  regret  expressed  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  abandon,  for  the  present,  the 
idea  of  the  Central  Hall,  which,  combined  with  a  personal  Memorial, 
would  have  appeared  to  unite  the  tribute  of  national  gratitude  with  the 
objects  in  which  the  great  and  good  Prince  took  the  strongest  interest, 
and  would  also  have  for  ever  associated  with  the  Memorial  the  recol¬ 
lections  of  the  Exhibition  of  1851.  This  regret  is,  however,  modified  by 
the  expectation  that,  whenever  the  Commissioners  of  1851  may  be  in  a 
position  to  appropriate  the  vacant  space  north  of  the  conservatory  in 
the  Royal  Horticultural  Gardens  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  estate 
was  purchased,  a  Hall  may  still  form  part  of  the  buildings  to  be  erected 
there. 

The  personal  Memorial  to  the  Prince  was  always  the  first  object,  an. 
the  Queen  never  contemplated  the  combination  of  the  Central  Hall  until 
that  was  adequately  provided  for. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Queen  is  happy  to  see  that  the  Com¬ 
mittee  have  recommended  for  selection  the  design  ol  Mr.  Scott,  to  w  nc  1 
Her  Majesty  had  already  given  the  preference  amongst  the  ma  y 
beautiful  designs  submitted  for  Her  judgment. 

Sir  Charles  Eastlake. 


appendix  q. 


Statement  issued  in  1865  by  the  Provisional  Committee  of  the 
proposed  Central  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 


Shortly  after  the  closing  of  the  Great  Exhibition^ofl  on 

mentations  were  made  to  the  Commission  aQ(j  otjier  bodies 

5  part  of  Chambers  of  Commerce,  Learne  oci^  that  was  felt 

persons  interested  in  Science  or  the  r  s,  o  cities,  of  a 

roughout  England,  and  especially  in  the  c  n  scientific  and 

.u  Institution  in  London  for  ft.  p»mot'“ 
fstic  knowledge  ns  applicable  to  productive  in  u  _I)resenplt,ions  so 
The  Commissioners  were  deeply  impresse  w  ^  the  Crown  that  they 
lde,  and  announced  in  their  Second  eP  .^on  the  purchase 

d  devoted  the  surplus  funds  of  the  Giea  ^  providing  a  common 
an  estate  at  South  Kensington,  with  a  vie >  and  Art  connected 

itre  of  union  for  the  various  departments  o 
th  industrial  education.  L 
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A  site  for  a  Central  Institution  having  been  found,  numerous  plans 
for  effecting  the  desired  object  were  suggested  and  prepared  under  the 
direction  of  the  Prince  Consort,  and  in  all  those  plans  such  a  Hall  as  that 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  erect  formed  a  prominent  and  essential 
feature.  The  death  of  the  Prince  Consort  in  December  1861  arrested 
the  steps  which  were  in  contemplation,  hut  it  is  now  proposed  to  revive 
a  portion  of  his  project,  and  to  seek  the  means  of  erecting  a  Hall  on  a 
scale  commensurate  with  the  wants  of  the  country. 

The  management  of  the  Hall,  when  erected,  will  be  invested  in  a 
governing  body  acting  under  the  authority  of  a  Royal  Charter. 

=  The  Hall  will  be  available  for  the  following  objects 

a.  Congresses,  both  National  and  International,  for  purposes  of  Science 

and  Art. 

b.  Performances  of  music,  both  choral  and  instrumental,  including 

performances  on  the  organ  similar  to  those  now  given  in  various 
large  provincial  towns,  such  as  Liverpool  and  Birmingham. 
c  The  distribution  of  prizes  by  public  bodies  and  societies. 

d.  Conversaziones  of  societies  established  for  the  promotion  of  Science 

and  Art. 

e.  Agricultural  and  horticultural  exhibitions. 

f  National  and  International  exhibitions  of  works  of  art  and  indus  ry, 
including  industrial  exhibitions  by  the  working  classes  similar  to 
those  recently  held  successfully  in  various  parts  of  London, 

<).  Exhibitions  of  pictures,  sculpture,  and  other  objects  o  ar  is  ic 
scientific  interest. 

h.  Any  other  purposes  connected  with  Science  and  Art. 

A  plan  and  section  of  the  Hall  are  annexed  (Plan  No_  1). 
consists  of  an  arena,  an  amphitheatre,  and  two  ta-s >  o •  ; 

Above  the  boxes  there  will  be  a  spoons  corr.dor  ghted  ft, m  P 

affording  room  for  the  exhibit.™  of  numerous 

and  egress  from  the  building  will  e  amp  y  p  iy*  for  the  conve- 
separate  entrances  and  staircases.  Cham  °  provided,  as 

nience  of  societies  and  persons  using  the  Hall  will  P 

indicated  in  the  Plan.  .  .  nf +he 

The  site  of  the  Hall  is  on  land  belonging  to  the  C'“ln"'‘^i™] 
Exhibition  of  1851,  at  the  north  side  of  the  Hort.eultu.ed ^ 

Plan  No.  2  **££*£££  do"  ’£<***. j 

of  London  and  with  the  country.  T  p  ^  by  a  dotted  line. 

by  a  continues  line>  ^  ”  'he  ;minediate  neighbourhood  of  the 

The  station  is  shown  on  Plan  &  m 
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Horticultural  Gardens,  and  a  plan  is  under  consideration  for  connecting 
it  with  the  Hall  by  a  covered  passage. 

A  grant  of  the  site  for  the  Hall  for  a  term  of  999  years  will  be  made 
by  the  Commissioners  at  a  nominal  rent.  This  grant  represents  a 
contribution  of  60,000?.  to  the  Hall. 

The  total  cost  of  erecting  the  Hall,  exclusive  of  the  value  of  the  site, 
but  including  fittings  and  internal  and  external  decorations,  is  estimated 
at  the  .sum  of  200,000?. 

The  Commissioners  undertake,  in  addition  to  the  grant  of  the  site,  to 
guarantee  one-fourth  part  of  the  above  sum  of  200,000?.,  and  out  of  such 
guarantee  to  advance  a  sum  not  exceeding  2,000?.  for  preliminary 
expenses. 


The  grant,  however,  of  the  lease  and  of  the  guarantee  is  conditional 
on  the  public  engaging  before  the  1st  May  1867  to  invest  in  the  scheme 
such  an  amount  as  will  be  sufficient,  inclusive  of  the  Commissioners 
guarantee,  to  ensure  the  completion  of  the  building,  externally  and  in  ^ 
ternally,  including  fittings,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners 
Surveyor,  and  the  payment  of  every  expense  connected  with  it. 

Any  sum  which  may  be  subscribed  by  the  public  between  the  limits 
of  150,000?.  and  200,000?.  will  go  in  diminution  of  the  Commissioners 
guarantee  ;  and  further,  any  sum  not  exceeding  20,000?.  which  may  e 
subscribed  after  the  Commissioners  have  been  discharge  iom  ien 
guarantee,  and  the  building  has  been  completed,  will  be  investe 


permanent  maintenance  of  the  Hall. 


offer  made  by  the  Commissioners. 


mi _  i  n  i  m _ admitted : — - 


The  interest  of  subscribers  will  continue.  u111  ®  words,  it  will  be 
^hich  the  site  of  the  Hall  is  granted ;  m  o 


No  calls  will  be  made  on  any  subscribe! 
instalment  of  his  subscription  until  a  su 


Practically  perpetual. 
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scribed  to  ensure  the  completion  of  the  building.  Calls  will  then  be  made 
at  intervals  of  not  less  than  three  months,  and  be  spread  over  a  period  of 
two  years. 

The  interest  of  every  class  of  subscriber  will  be  transferable  at  the  will 
of  the  holder,  and  a  subscriber  may  let  his  seat  for  any  particular  occasion 
or  occasions.  Subscribers  will,  on  the  completion  of  the  Hall,  have  one 
vote  in  its  management  for  every  seat  held  by  them. 

Where  the  nature  of  the  entertainment  permits,  and  so  far  as  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  general  comfort  and  convenience,  subscribers  will  be  furnished 
with  tickets  entitling  them,  and  those  claiming  seats  from  them,  to  go 
into  any  part  of  the  Hall,  or  take  any  seat  that  is  not  appropriated  for 
some  special  purpose  or  to  some  particular  person. 

The  Hall  will  contain  about  5,600  persons.  A  sale  of  the  2,500 
sittings  in  the  boxes  and  amphitheatre  set  apart  for  subscribers  will 
produce  250,000Z.  The  remaining  seats  in  the  building  will  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  governing  body,  and  the  revenue  arising  from  letting 
them  will  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Hall,  and  to  defraying 
the  expense  of  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  for  which  the  Hall  is 
erected. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales 
have  announced  their  intention  of  taking  boxes.  The  Society  of  Arts, 
the  Sacred  Harmonic  Society,  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society,  and 
other  societies,  as  well  as  many  eminent  persons,  have  declared  then- 
intention  of  connecting  themselves  with  the  Hall. 

The  want  of  a  building  large  enough  for  the  effective  display  of  indus¬ 
trial  and  other  like  exhibitions  has  of  late  years  been  greatly  felt  m  the 
metropolis,  while  the  success  that  has  attended  large  musical  perform¬ 
ances  at  numerous  other  places  augurs  well  for  the  popularity  o  sum  ai 
enterUinmenta  in  London.  The  proposed  Hall  will  «™l***« 
expense,  one  of  the  best  sites  in  the  metropolis,  and  will  be  ™ 
adapted  for  exhibitions  and  musical  performances  on  a  g 
There  seems,  then,  little  reason  to  doubt  that  the  pmcha« lot  box* 

.  in  the  Hall  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  *  P“Pe  * 

from  the  use  of  which  constant  enjoyment  and  instruction  7 
I,. Xed,  and  which,  in  a  pecuniary  point  ef  view,  will 
tive  investment,  to  be  realised  either  partially  by  the  letting 
wholly  by  the  sale  of  the  entire  interest  of  the  purchaser. 
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Correspondence  respecting  Modification  of  Original  Resolu¬ 
tions  relating  to  the  Central  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 


(!•) 

Central  Hall  of  Arts  and  Science, 
Temporary  Offices,  Exhibition  Road,  South  Kensington, 
Sir,  23rd  July  1866. 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a 
copy  of  that  portion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  Committee  s 
Meeting  of  the  19tli  instant  which  refers  to  Messrs.  Lucas  Brothers’ 
proposition  for  the  construction  of  the  Central  Hall : 

“  Messrs.  Lucas  Brothers  came  to  the  Committee  and  stated  that  they 
were  willing  to  negotiate  for  the  construction  of  the  Hall  on  the 
following  basis  : — 

“  In  the  event  of  the  contract  being  given  to  the  Messrs  Lucas 
Brothers,  these  gentlemen  will  take  in  sittings  the  balance  o  e  co  , 
of  the  construction  of  the  Hall  not  covered  by  the  Commissioners 
guarantee  of  50,000£.,  and  by  the  subscribed  capital  ° 

about  110,000Z.,  so  that  the  total  cost  do  not  exceed  200  • 

work  to  be  valued  at  ordinary  trade  prices  by  essrs. 

Stephenson,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  Provisional  0“ml  ee‘ '  ^ 

Provisional  Committee  to  undertake  that  the  S1  1D£S  picas’ 

Messrs.  Lucas  in  lieu  of  money  payment  shall  e  so  on_  .  , 

behalf  prior  to  the  sale  of  any  sittings  to  release  Her  Majest) 

Commissioners  from  their  guarantee. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Scott, 

Secretary. 

Edgar  A.  Bowring,  Esq.,  C.B. 


Office  of  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  fortheExhib: 

32,  Abingdon  Street,  S.W., 

30th  July  186!\ersforthe  Exhibition 
I  AM  directed  by  Her  Majesty’s  CommlSS*teJ.  of  the  23rd  instant 
151  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  .,,ee  of  the  Central  Hall 

mitting  on  behalf  of  the  Executive 
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of  Arts  and  Sciences  a  copy  of  a  minute  adopted  by  them  on  the  subject 
of  a  proposal  by  Messrs.  Lucas  to  construct  the  Central  Hall. 

It  appears  from  this  communication  that  the  sum  of  about  110,000?. 
has  already  been  subscribed  by  the  public  towards  the  cost  of  the  Hall, 
and  that  Messrs.  Lucas,  upon  the  assumption  that  the  total  cost  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  200,000?.  originally  estimated  (such  cost  to  be 
valued  by  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Stephenson  at  ordinary  trade  prices),  are 
willing  to  take  in  sittings  the  balance  of  the  cost  not  covered  by  the 
Commissioners’  guarantee  of  50,000?.,  such  balance  therefore  amounting 
to  about  10,000?.  Those  gentlemen  stipulate,  however,  that  the  sittings 
in  the  Hall  t>>  be  thus  assigned  to  them  in  lieu  of  money  payment  shall 
be  sold  on  their  behalf  prior  to  the  sale  of  any  sittings  to  release  Her 
Majesty’s  Commissioners  from  their  guarantee. 

Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  apprehend  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
|^.iunMd  stipulation  the  offer  of  Messrs.  Lucas,  combined  with  the 
subscriptions  already  promised  on  the  part  of  the  public,  producing 
together  the  sum  of  1 50,000?.,  would  in  fact  amount  to  a  fulfilment  of 
the  <  ’ommissioners’  original  provision  that  three-fourths  of  the  total 
OOft  should  be  subscribed  within  the  period  of  18  months,  as  the  condition 
of  their  own  guarantee  coming  into  operation.  But  the  stipulation  in 
question  appears,  if  acted  upon,  to  involve  a  departure  from  the  further 
condition  laid  down  by  the  Commissioners,  that  any  sums  subscribed 
by  the  public  between  the  limits  of  150,000?.  and  200,000?.  shall  go  m 
diminution  of  their  guarantee,  seeing  that  any  fresh  subscriptions  would 
hare  to  be  applied  in  diminution  of  Messrs.  Lucas’s  guarantee,  which 
must  be  entirely  discharged  before  the  diminution  of  the  Commissioners 

I  * !  i  I  ■  rices,  however,  and  considering,  on  the  one  hand, 

-  „.o » - 
the  Other  hand,  t  i<  .  l  v  their  resolutions  respecting  it,  cum¬ 
in  the  undents king,  to  His  Royal  Highness  the 

'  JT*  jJnsa  Committee,  Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners 

4Wn-i  gentlemen.  ,1  part  of  the  Commissioners  is 

"1“'  £** *•  omi  gu““  ’ 

\,y  Messrs.  Lucas, 
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ensures  the  entire  completion  of  the  building,  externally  and  internally, 
including  fittings,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners’  surveyor, 
and  the  payment  of  every  expense  connected  with  it. 

I  have,  &c. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Scott,  RE.  Edgar  A.  Bowring. 
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Charter  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

Victoria,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  Us  by  Our  most  dearly  beloved  son, 
Albert  Edward  Prince  of  Wales,  Knight  of  the  most  Noble  Order  of  the 
Garter,  that  the  building  a  Hall  for  the  purposes  herem-after  mentomed 
would  conduce  to  the  advancement  of  Science  and  Art:  w 

the  persons  herein-after  named  with  many  others  have  ™’»”bed  to¬ 
wards  the  funds  for  the  erection  of  tire  Hall,  in  consideration  having 

granted  to  them  in  return  for  their  subscriptions  pern. “eIlt  ” 

Hall  in  manner  appearing  in  the  schedule  annexed  hereto :  And  wher  a 
provision  is  made  in  the  said  schedule  for  regwtemg ;as  Member,  of^ 
Corporation  established  by  this  Our  Charter,  seat,  in 

said,  and  all  other  persons  who  may  eng  g  Exhibition  of  1851, 

the  Hall:  And  whereas  the  Commissioners  for  to of0uI. 
in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  their  C  no  ,:x  ,  ^  agreed  to 

late  most  dearly  beloved  Husband,  a  porti„n  of 

lease  to  the  said  Corporation,  for  the  erm  £or  Hall ;  and 

their  estate  at  South  Kensington,  to  be  use  as^.^  q£  tjie  ex;pense  of 
have  further  agreed  to  guarantee  a  cel'ta“*  ^  g  that  the  amount 
building  the  Hall,  on  condition,  amongs  o  Commissioners,  so  far 

guaranteed  shall  not  exceed  50,000?.,  an  Options,  shall  be  entitled 

as  their  guarantee  is  not  covered  Subscribers, ’  hut  not  for  the 

to  the  same  rights  as  are  granted  t  £  ^e  Commission :  And 

individual  advantages  of  any  of  the  ^Qur  said  dearly  beloved  Son 

"whereas  application  has  been  made  to  s  J  nersons  herein-after  named, 
the  Prince  of  Wales  to  incorporate  the  aevera  I >  ^  ^  ^  gaid  Corpo- 

and  all  other  persons  who  may  become  ie  Dromoting  the  advance- 
ration:  Now  know  ye  that  We,  being  esi  gaj(|  Hall,  have,  of  Our 

ment  of  Science  and  Art  by  the  building  o  ^  given  and  granted, 

especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  an  m  ^  pearly  beloved  son,  A  e 
^ud  We  do  hereby  give  and  grant  that  u 


lf>8 


APPENDIX  S. 


Edward  Prince  of  Wales,  and  Our  dearly  beloved  Son,  Alfred  Ernest 
Albert  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  Knight  of  the  most  Noble  Order  of  the 
Garter,  and  Our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  Councillor,  Edward 
Geoffrey,  Earl  of  Derby,  Knight  of  the  most  Noble  Order  of  the  Garter, 
Our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  Councillor,  Granville  George,  Earl 
GranviUe,  Knight  of  the  most  Noble  Order  of  the  Garter,  Our  trusty 
and  well-beloved  Charles  Grey,  Esquire,  Lieutenant-General  in  Our 
Army,  Our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  Councillor,  Robert  Lowe,  Our 
rmht  trustv  and  well-beloved  Councillor,  Henry  Austin  Bruce,  Our  trusty 
and  well-beloved  Henry  Cole,  Esquire,  Companion  of  the  most  Honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath,  Edgar  Alfred  Bowring,  Esquire,  Companion  of  the 
most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Thomas  Baring,  Esquire,  and  Henry 
Thrincr  Esquire,  and  all  other  persons  who  may  become  Members  of  the 
Corporation  established  by  this  Our  Charter,  shall  be  a  Body  Corporate, 
by  the  name  of  “  The  Corporation  of  the  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
having  a  perpetual  succession  and  a  common  seal,  with  a  capacity  to 
sue  and  be  sued  in  their  corporate  name,  and  to  acquire  and  hold  lands 
for  the  purposes  of  the  said  Corporation  without  licence  m  moitmam. 

And  We  do  hereby  declare  as  follows : 

Preliminary. 

.  .  In  the  construction  of  this  Our  Charter,  the  following  words 
wHh^t^t^nt^ietaton^shall^have'^h.Mneanings  heiein-after  attached 

C^fat^hall  mean  -  The  Corporation  of  the  Hall  of  Art, 

and  Sciences”  “““^an  ‘^The CommWoners  for  the  Exlii- 

“  The  Commissioners  shall  mean 

..  pjr- 

^  ££  ^  “d  1,1  the 

2ni  S*  "tet  3  to  deemed  p»t  of  *  Our 

Charter. 

Purposes  of  Corporatio  .  -n_ 

3rl  The  purposes  of  the  Corporation  shall  he  the  toduded 

mentioned ;  that  “  ^rfonal  and  international,  for  purposes  o 

(«.)  Congresses,  both  n 
Science  and  Art. 
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(b.)  Performances  of  music,  including  performances  on  the  organ. 

(c.)  The  distribution  of  prizes  by  public  bodies  and  societies. 

(d.)  Conversaziones  of  societies  established  for  the  promotion  of 
Science  and  Art. 

(e.)  Agricultural,  horticultural,  and  the  like  exhibitions. 

(/.)  National  and  international  exhibitions  of  works  of  art  and 
industry,  including  industrial  exhibitions  by  the  artizan 
classes. 

((/.)  Exhibitions  of  pictures,  sculpture,  and  other  objects  of  artistic  or 
scientific  interest. 

(h.)  Generally  any  other  purposes  connected  with  Science  and  Art. 

With  power  for  the  Corporation  to  furnish  the  Hall  in  such  manner  and 
with  such  works  and  objects  of  scientific  and  artistic  interest  as  they 
think  fit,  and  generally  to  do  all  such  acts  and  things,  whether  such  acts 
and  things  are  or  are  not  of  the  same  character  or  nature  as  the  acts 
and  things  before  enumerated,  as  they  think  conducive  to  the  purposes 
of  the  Corporation  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  Members  thereof,  having 
regard  to  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

4th.  With  a  view  to  raise  the  required  fuads  tor  the  “°'J, 

rn.inten.nee  of  the  Hall,  the  Corporation  m.y  rece.ve  auto npto M» 
donations  from  any  persons  or  soeieties  desirous  of  £>vmg  the  same  an 
subject  to  the  rights  reserved  to  Members  of  the  Corpora °"!L*U»n 
Charter,  may  grant  to  the  p*.  -  “"dl 

or  donations  such  interests  in  the 

expedient.  ,. 

A  Members  of  the  Corporation, 

5th.  Subject  to  the  rights  reserved  th^  ^  &  Umited  period,  either 

the  Corporation  may  let  the  use  of  t  -Ms  0f  entry  to 

wholly  or  partially,  exclusively,  or  r^1"®e^^orati0ii  might  them- 
any  persons  for  any  purposes  for  w  n  0priate,  for  a  limited 

selves  use  the  Hall.  The  Corporation  may  ‘  ^  which  raay  not  for 
period,  any  buildings  connected  with  ie  >  tbe  use  of  any 

the  time  being  be  required  for  the  purposes  those  for  which 

society  or  societies  established  for  purposes  guch  terms  as 

the  Corporation  are  themselves  established,  and  up 
the  Corporation  think  expedient. 

her  of  the  Corporation, 

6th.  No  dividend  shall  be  payable  to  any  em  ^  ^  ^  Ha]1  or  by 
and  all  profits  which  the  Corporation  ma  ce  y  |e^on  0f  the  Hall, 

the  sale  or  letting  of  any  seats  which,  a  er  shau  be  applied  in 

may  for  the  time  being  belong  to  the  orj ’  ration  in  such  manner 

carrying  into  effect  the  purposes  o  ie 
as  the  Corporation  think  fit. 
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Governing  Body  of  Corporation. 

7th.  The  governing  body  of  the  Corporation,  until  a  Council  is 
substituted  for  them  as  herein-after  mentioned,  shall  be  a  Provisional 
Committee,  consisting  of  the  persons  herein-before  named. 

8th.  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  shall  be  President  of  the 

Provisional  Committee. 

9th.  The  Provisional  Committee  are  intrusted  with  the  duty  of 
carrying  into  effect  the  purposes  of  the  Corporation  until  such  time  as 
an* ither  governing  body  is  appointed,  in  pursuance  of  this  Our  Charter, 
and  they  may  do  all  such  acts  and  things,  and  exercise  all  such  powers 
as  the  Corporation  themselves  are  empowered,  by  this  Our  Charter,  to 
do  or  exercise.  The  Provisional  Committee  may  fill  up  any  vacancy 
occurring  in  their  number.  They  may  also  add  to  their  number  by  the 
other  person  or  persons  being  a  Member  or  Members  of 

^lWh^e^Provisional  Committee  may  act,  notwithstanding  any 
yaeancy  in  their  body.  They  may  meet  together  for  the  despatch  of 

“t.lve 'aU  awardT  then,  then  -me,. 

“J,rThX^Zl  Committee  shall  be  assisted  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties  by  an  Executive  Com£tt~  shall  be  ^ 

The  ft*  — dearly  beloved  son  Alfred 
UM ing  persons  ,  that  is  y  ,aid  Charles  Grey,  Henry 

tad  Albert  Unite  of  Edinburgh,  and  rf  ^  ^  Thrinf, 

Austin  Bruee,  Henry  C“  ‘,hall  oonform  to  any  instructions  that 

13tb.  The  Exeenfave  Commi  tee  tb  i  ^  ^  a  sball  lawfid 

mey  be  give"  them  by  the  i’ro'isi™  ^  tjme  to  rev„ke,  determine, 
for  the  Provisional  Committee  ™  Executive  Committee,  and  to 

. lily  any  powers  conferred  0  diminish  the  number  of 

«»fer  rniy  new  power,  on  them,  to  a^  ^  ^  ^  fte  ProvmionJ 

their  members,  and  otherwise  f  aid  and  until  any  alteration  i 

Committee  think  «t,  M  "  ^stra’ction  given  *  «• 

made  bv  the  Provisional  Commit  ,  building  the  Hall,  and 

r^TveConunlttro  of  the  HaH 

i!Ty  oSier  acts  tliat  may  be  oondumve  teUie^  app„,nt 

Utb  Subject  as  aforesaid,  t  building  of  the  Hall,  assign 

...../.fficeroto  -upermtend  the  bnid,  *  mayebo 

tm  their  duties .J* ^^d  le  officers  cf  the  Corporation- 

point  solicitoro,  bankers,  and 
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15th.  Subject  as  aforesaid,  the  Executive  Committee  may  meet  to¬ 
gether  for  the  despatch  of  business,  adjourn,  and  otherwise  regulate  their 
proceedings  as  they  think  fit,  and  determine  the  quorum  necessary  for 
the  transaction  of  business,  and  the  mode  of  voting  at  their  meetings. 

Opening  of  the  Hall. 

16th.  The  Provisional  Committee  shall  open  the  Hall  when  completed 
with  such  ceremonies  and  in  such  manner  as  they  think  fit. 


17th.  Within  twelve  months,  at  the  furthest,  after  the  opening  of  the 
Hall  the  Provisional  Committee  shall  call  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Corporation,  by  advertisement  published  in  some  London  newspaper,  and 
shall  render  to  the  Corporation  a  full  account  of  all  expenses  incurred  by 
the  Provisional  Committee  in  respect  of  the  Hall,  and,  on  the  occasion i  o 
such  meeting,  shall  propose  to  the  Corpoiation  a  oim  o  oons 
containing  such  provisions  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  m  relation  to  the 

description  or  not  as  tl.ose  constitution, 

“r.  "X  Corporation  of 

administration  of  their  affairs  corp0ration  and  the  right 

Our  Charter  which  define  the  puipo  ..wiute  and  uncontrolled 

of  members),  as  if  the  Corporation  were  the  absolute 

owners  of  the  property  belonging  to  the™.  Committee,  or 

The  form  of  constitution  propose  y  Corporation  and  ap- 

any  modification  thereof,  when  accep  e  Charter,  but  shall 

pled  hy  Us,  shall  be  as  valid  -  £££  ££ 
be  subject  to  alteration  in  mannei  gucp  constitution  as 

18th.  The  acceptance  by  the  Corporation  o  ^  ycertified  by  a  resolu- 
aforesaid,  or  of  any  modification  thereo  >  s  ggdd  Corporation  present, 
tion  passed  by  a  majority  of  members  0  summoned  as  aforesaid 

personally  or  by  proxy,  at  the  geneia  adjournment  thereof,  or  a 
by  the  Provisional  Committee,  oi  at)  ed  for  that  purpose  y 

some  other  general  meeting  that  may 

the  Provisional  Committee.  h  11  be  a  quorum  at  any 

19th.  Ten  members,  personally  PreS®*X  pre8ident  for  the  time  being 

general  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  an  person  chosen  by 

c  x,  •  v  Ur  nr  in  his  absence,  any  p 

of  the  governing  body,  or,  in- 

meeting,  shall  be  the  Chairman.  ad;0urn  any  meeting, 

20th,  The  Chairman  of  a  general  “ee  ,ing .  and  in  ‘he  ’ 

and  may  regulate  the  proceedings  o.  »  •  J  rfdition.1  or  castmg 
an  equal  division  at  any  meeting,  s  a 
vote. 
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21st.  The  sense  of  any  general  meeting  of  the  Corporation  shall  be 
taken  by  a  show  of  hands,  unless  a  poll  be  demanded,  in  writing,  by  not 
less  than  three  persons  present  at  the  meeting,  in  which  case  the  poll 
shall  be  taken  in  such  manner  and  at  such  time  as  the  Chairman  of  the 
meeting  directs,  and  the  sense  of  the  Corporation  as  ascertained  by  the 
result  of  such  poll  shall  be  deemed  a  resolution  of  the  general  meeting. 

Votes  on  the  occasion  of  a  poll  shall  be  given  in  manner  appearing 
in  the  said  schedule. 

22nd.  In  the  constitution  to  be  proposed  by  the  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee  an  Elective  Council  shall  be  substituted  for  the  Provisional 
Committee  as  the  governing  body  of  the  Corporation,  but  the  first  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  Council  shall  be  named  in  the  proposed  constitution,  and  all 
or  any  members  of  the  Provisional  Committee  may  be  proposed  as  the 
first  members  of  the  Council. 

23rd.  The  Provisional  Committee  shall  remain  in  office  until  a  Council 

is  substituted  for  them. 


24th.  Subject  to  such  provisions  of  this  Our  Charter  as  define  the 
purposes  of  the  Corporation  and  the  rights  of  members,  the  Corporation 
mav  in  general  meeting,  from  time  to  time,  by  passing  a  special  resolu- 
in  manner  herein-after  mentioned,  alter  the  constitution  of  the 


consist  of  not  less  than  three-! 

a  bare  majority  of  the  votes  re 
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Unless  a  poll  is  demanded  in  writing  by  at  least  three  members 

present  at  the  meeting,  a  declaration  of  the  chairman  that  the  resolution 

has  been  carried  shall  be  deemed  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact,  without 

proof  of  the  number  or  proportion  of  the  votes  recorded  in  favour  of  or 

against  the  same. 

© 

26th.  The  governing  body  for  the  time  being  of  the  Corporation 
may  apply  for  a  new  Charter,  or  for  any  modification  of  this  Charter ; 
but  such  application  shall  not  be  made  after  the  opening  of  the  Hall 
without  the  consent  of  the  Corporation,  testified  by  a  special  resolution. 


SCHEDULE  referred  to  in  the  Charter. 


Rights  and  Obligations  of  Subscribers  and  Members. 


Registration  of  Members. 

1.  A  register  of  members  shall  be  formed,  and  every  person  who  has 
subscribed  for,  engaged  to  take,  or  is  otherwise  entitled  to  a  permanent 
seat  in  the  Hall,  and  whose  name  is  entered  on  the  register  of  members, 
shall  be  a  member  of  the  Corporation. 

2.  Permanent  seats  in  the  Hall  shall  be  of  the  descriptions  following : 

1st.  A  private  box  on  the  first  tier  of  the  Hall,  containing  ten 
seats. 

2nd.  A  private  box  on  the  second  tier  of  the  Hall,  containing 
five  seats. 


3rd.  A  seat  in  the  amphitheatre  of  the  Hall. 

3.  A  subscriber  of  1,000/.  shall  be  entitled  to  a  private  box  on  the 
first  tier,  or  to  two  private  boxes  on  the  second  tier.  A.  subscriber  of 
500/.  shall  be  entitled  to  a  private  box  on  the  second  tier.  A  subscriber 
of  100/.  shall  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  amphitheatre  of  the  Hall.  A 
subscriber  for  a  box  may  elect  to  take  an  equivalent  number  of  pei  manen 
seats  in  the  amphitheatre  instead  of  a  box.  Boxes  may  be  divi  ®  A 
the  sanction  of  the  governing  body  of  the  Corporation,  and  su  jec 


provisions  of  this  Our  Charter.  ,  ,,  p 

4.  One  person  only  shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  ie  .  , 

seat  in  the  amphitheatre,  except  in  cases  where  a  seat  ias  ecome 

in  the  assignees  or  personal  representatives  of  a  foimer  rn4n2. 

case  of  a  box,  several  persons  may,  with  the  sanction  0  separate 

body  for  the  time  being  of  the  Corporation,  be  registere  f  P 
holders  of  the  seats  therein,  so  that  not  more  than  one  person  ^egiste 
as  fche  holder  of  any  one  seat,  and  subject  to  this  j;able 

person  registered  as  the  holder  of  a  seat  in  a  ox  s  a  ^  wep  as  the 
*°  pay  all  the  instalments  due  in  respect  o  sue  as  jlol(jer# 

instalments  due  in  respect  of  the  seat  of  whic  i  ie  ^  jjap  before 

5.  Every  person  who  has  engaged  to  take  a  s  ,  grst  instal- 

graetLof  this  Charter  shell,  «r  the  payment  of  the 
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ment  due  from  him,  be  entitled  to  have  his  name  inserted  in  the  register 
of  members. 

6.  The  Provisional  Committee  may  take  such  steps  as  they  may  be 
advised  for  enforcing  the  fulfilment  of  the  obligations  of  persons  who 
have  engaged  to  take  or  may  hereafter  engage  to  take  seats  in  the  Hall. 

7.  The  right  of  a  member  to  his  seat  shall  continue  for  the  whole  term 
for  which  the  site  of  the  Hall  is  granted. 

8.  The  interest  of  a  member  in  the  Hall  shall  be  personal  estate,  and 
not  the  nature  of  real  estate. 

9.  A  body  corporate  may  subscribe  for  permanent  seats  in  the  Hall, 
and  be  registered  in  their  corporate  name  as  a  member. 

10.  The  Commissioners  shall  be  deemed  to  be  entitled  to  a  permanent 
seat  in  respect  of  every  lOOh  advanced  by  them  on  account  of  then- 
guarantee,  and  may  be  registered  as  a  member  accordingly.  The  Com¬ 
missioners  shall  not  be  entitled  individually  to  any  seats  possessed  by 
them  in  their  character  of  Commissioners. 

11.  Members  will,  on  the  completion  of  the  Hall,  be  furnished  with 
tickets  entitling  them,  and  those  claiming  seats  from  them,  to  go  into 
any  part  of  the  Hall,  or  take  any  seat  that  is  not  appropriated  for  some 
special  purpose  or  to  some  particular  person,  where  the  nature  of  the 
entertainment  permits,  and  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  general  comfort 
and  convenience,  and  with  the  regulations  of  the  Corporation  for  tie 

time  bein£j  in  force.  «  i 

1  o  The  register  of  members  shall  state  the  name  and  addiess  o  eac  i 

member  and°tlie  seat  or  seats  to  which  he  is  entitled,  and  the  sum 
payable  in  respect  of  such  seat,  and  the  amount  paid  by  the  memben 
Ld  such  register  shall  be  primd  facie  evidence  of  the  matters  irec 
i  tl,i<  ( 'barter  to  be  inserted  therein. 

V  No  notice  of  any  trust,  expressed,  implied,  or  “ 

red  on  the  register,  or  he  receivable  by  or  on  behalf 

CTFf  Vacate  under  the  common  seal  of  the  Corporation,  speci- 
, v  ,g  the  £££.  to  any  member,  shall  /£ £ - 

S  the  title  of  the  member  to  such  seats,  an  shdl  UgmJ 
member  on  payment  of  such  sum,  not  exceed  g [  *  ^  force, 

ttfcmd  by  the  regulations  of  the  Corporetron  for  the  tune  g 

Calls.  '  .  . 

1 5,  When  a  sufficient  sum  has  been  suhecribel  to  ensure >  the  opmon 
Provisional  Committee,  the  completron  of  the  H  •  h  meBters 
a . .  may,  from  time  to  f  pXiional  Com- 

mgpect  of  any  t-g— *  **  f  -* 

XXi  " of  not  IM  th“ ttoe  “ 
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are  spread  over  a  period  of  not  less  than  two  years ;  and  each  member, 
or  his  legal  personal  representatives,  herein-after  included  under  the  term 
“  member/'  shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  amount  so  called  for  to  the  persons 
and  at  the  times  and  places  appointed  by  the  Provisional  Committee. 

16.  If  the  call  payable  by  any  member  is  not  paid  at  the  appointed  place 
before  or  on  the  day  appointed  for  payment  thereof,  the  member  shall 
be  liable  to  pay  interest  for  the  same  at  the  rate  of  71.  in  the  100£.  from 
the  day  appointed  for  the  payment  thereof  to  the  time  of  the  actual 
payment ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Corporation  to  sue  such  mem¬ 
ber  for  the  amount  thereof  in  any  Court  of  Law  or  Equity  having 
competent  jurisdiction. 

17.  In  any  action  or  suit  brought  by  the  Corporation  against  any 
member  to  recover  any  call  or  other  monies  due  from  such  member  in 
his  character  of  member,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  set  forth  the  special 
matter,  but  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  allege  that  the  defendant  is  a  membei 
of  the  Corporation,  and  is  indebted  to  the  Corporation  in  respect  of  a 
call  or  other  monies  due,  whereby  an  action  or  suit  hath  accrued  to  the 
Corporation. 

18.  If  any  member  fails  to  pay  any  call  on  the  day  appointed  for  pay¬ 
ment  thereof,  the  Provisional  Committee  may  at  any  time  thereafter, 
during  such  time  as  the  call  remains  unpaid,  serve  a  notice  on  him  y 
post  addressed  to  his  registered  place  of  residence,  requiring  him  to  pay 
such  call,  together  with  interest  and  any  expenses  that  may  have  acci  ue 

by  reason  of  such  nonpayment.  n 

19.  The  notice  shall  name  a  further  day  on  or  before  which  such  ca  , 
and  all  interest  and  expenses  that  have  accrued  by  reason  os 
payment,  are  to  be  paid.  It  shall  also  name  the  place  w  ere 

to  be  made.  The  notice  shall  also  state,  that  in  the  event  of  nonpayment 
at  or  before  the  time  and  at  the  place  appointed,  the  seat  o 

T if  «i^^y  such  notice  as  aforesaid  « 

witli,  the  seat  of  any  member  to  whom  such ,  and  expenses 

at  any  time  thereafter,  before  payment  of  ai  d  ,  ^  of  the 

due  m  respect  thereof  has  been  made,  be  to  j 

Provisional  Committee  to  that  effect.  +  which  may 

21.  When  a  member  has  forfeited  his  the 

have  been  made  by  him  in  respect  thereo  s  a  ^  manner  as 

property  of  the  Corporation,  and  may  be  ispose  -  tpe  seat  of  a 

the  Provisional  Committee  think  fit,  but  the  ***■»  '  ^  monies 

member  shall  not  preclude  the  Corporation  from  recoven  g 

due  from  him  to  the  Corporation  at  the  time  o  signed  by  any 

22.  A.  statement  under  the  seal  of  the  ®r^rVjj  reSpect  of  a  seat 

member  of  the  Provisional  Committee,  tha  payment  of  the 

.  made,  and  notice  thereof  given,  P  1 
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call  was  made,  and  that  the  forfeiture  of  the  seat  was  made  by  a  resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  Provisional  Committee  to  that  effect,  shall  be  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  facts  therein  stated,  as  against  all  persons  entitled  to 
such  seat ;  and  such  statement,  and  the  receipt  of  the  Corporation  for  the 
price  of  such  seat,  shall  constitute  a  good  title  to  such  seat  in  favour  of 
any  person  to  whom  the  Corporation  may  sell  the  same,  and  a  certificate 
of  membership  shall  be  delivered  to  a  purchaser,  and  thereupon  he  shall 
be  deemed  the  holder  of  such  seat,  discharged  from  all  calls  due  prior  to 
such  purchase  ;  and  he  shall  not  be  bound  to  see  to  the  application  of 
the  purchase  money,  nor  shall  his  title  to  such  seat  be  affected  by  any 
irregularity  in  the  proceedings  in  reference  to  such  sale, 

23.  Where  a  member  has  subscribed  for  a  box,  or  is  otherwise  entitled 
to  more  seats  than  one  in  the  Hall,  all  payments  made  or  to  be  made  by 
lain  shall  be  apportioned  rateably  amongst  the  several  seats  to  which  he 
is  entitled,  and  shall  not  be  attributed  to  any  particular  seat. 

Transfers  of  Seats. 

24  A  permanent  seat  in  the  Hall  may  be  transferred  by  the  registered 
holder  thereof,  and  the  transferee  shall  be  registered  as  a  holder  of  such 
seat  in  the  place  of  the  transferor.  The  instrument  of  transfer  of  any 
seat  in  the  Corporation  shall  be  executed  both  by  the  transferor  and 
transferee,  and  the  transferor  shall  be  deemed  to  remain  a  holder  of 
such  seat  until  the  name  of  the  transferee  is  entered  in  the  register  book 
in  respect  thereof. 

25.  Seats  in  the  Corporation  shall  be  transferred  in  the  following 
form  or  m  such  other  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  regulations  of 
the  Corporation  for  the  time  being  in  force. 

I,  A.B.,  of  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  pounds 

paid  to  me  by  C.D.,  of  do  hereby  transfer  to  the  said 

t.D.  the  box  No.  or  the  seat  [or  seats]  No.  0f 

winch  I  am  registered  as  holder  in  the  books  of  the  Corporation 
of  the  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  to  hold  unto  the  said  C.D  his 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  subject  to  the  several  con¬ 
ditions  on  which  I  held  the  same  at  the  time  of  the  execution 
hereof;  and  I,  the  said  C.D.,  do  hereby  agree  to  take  the  said  [boxl 

or  [seat]  [or  seats]  subject  to  the  same  conditions.  As  witness 
our  hands,  the  day  0f 

20.  The  Corporation  may  decline  to  register  any  transfer  of  seats 
made  by  a  member  who  is  indebted  to  the  Corporation. 

27.  Every  transfer  of  a  box  or  seat  shall  be  stamped  as  required  by 
Jaw,  and  the  Corporation  may  charge,  in  respect  of  the  register  of  such 
transfer,  any  sum  not  exceeding  5a,  which  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
regulations  of  the  Corporation  for  the  time  being  in  force. 

28.  The  transfer  books  shall  be  closed  at  such  times,  not  exceeding  in 
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the  whole  28  days  in  a  year,  exclusive  of  Sundays  and  holidays, 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  regulations  for  the  time  being  of  the 

Corporation. 

Transmission  of  Seats. 

29.  The  executors  or  administrators  of  a  deceased  Member  shall  be  the 
only  persons  recognised  by  the  Corporation  as  liaving  any  title  to  his 

seat. 

30.  Any  person  becoming  entitled  to  a  seat  in  consequence  of  the  death 
or  bankruptcy  of  any  member,  or  in  consequence  of  the  marriage  of  any 
female  member,  may  be  registered  ns  a  member  upon  such  evidence  being 
produced  as  may  l»e  required  by  the  governing  body  for  the  time  being  of 
the  Corporation. 


Votes  of  Members. 


31.  Every  member  slinll  have  one  vote  for  every  seat  ot  which  he  is 
registered  as  holder. 

32.  If  two  or  more  persons,  being  the  assignees  or  personal  represen¬ 
tatives  of  a  former  member,  are  registered  as  the  joint  holders  of  a  seat 
or  seats,  the  person  whose  name  stands  lin-t  in  the  register  of  members 
as  one  of  the  holders  of  snob  seat  or  seats,  and  no  other,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  in  respect  of  the  same. 

33.  No  member  shall  lie  entitled  to  vote  at  any  general  meeting  unless 


all  calls  due  from  him  have  been  paid,  and  no  member  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  in  respect  of  any  seat  that  he  has  acquired  by  transfer  unless  he 
has  been  possessed  of  the  seat  in  res|>ect  of  which  he  claims  to  vote,  and 
shall  have  been  registered  as  the  holder  thereof  for  at  least  three  months 
Previously  to  the  time  of  holding  the  meeting  at  which  he  proposes  to 
vote. 


34.  \otes,  in  the  case  of  individuals,  may  be  given  either  personally 
vr  by  proxy,  but  in  the  case  of  a  corporation  shall  be  given  by  proxy. 

3°'  The  instrument  appointing  a  proxy  shall  bo  in  writing,  under  the 
band  of  the  appointor,  or  if  such  appointor  is  a  corporation,  under  theii 
common  seal,  and  shall  be  attested  by  one  or  more  witness  or  witnesses ; 
Bo  person,  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Hall  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  shall  be  appointed  proxy  of  an  individual  member,  but  in 
ecase  of  a  corporation,  any  member  of  such  corporation,  oi  any  oHiiei 
eieof,  may  be  appointed  a  proxy.  .  , 

•  The  instrument  appointing  a  proxy  shall  be  stamped,  as  require 
T  la'v,  and  shall  be  deposited  at  the  office  of  the  Corporation  not  Jess 
^48  hours  before  the  time  for  holding  the  meeting  at  which  the 
son  named  in  such  instrument  proposes  to  vote, 
be  d  instrument  appointing  a  proxy  shall  be  in  such  oim  as  may 
Prescribed  by  the  Provisional  C.-n.miitee  or  the  regulations  of  the 
P°ration  for  the  time  being.  M 
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Provisional  Committee. 

■  38.  Any  powers  by  this  schedule  conferred  on  the  Provisional  Com¬ 
mittee  may  be  exercised  by  the  governing  body  for  the  time  being  of  the 
Corporation. 

In  witness  whereof  We  have  caused  these  Our  Letters  to  be  made 
Patent.  Witness  Ourself  at  Our  Palace  at  Westminster,  the  Eighth 
day  of  April,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  Our  reign. 
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Ceremonial  observed  on  the  Occasion  of  the  Laying  of  the  First 
Stone  of  the  Central  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences  by  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  on  the  20th  May  1867. 

The  first  stone  of  this  Hall  was  laid  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  on 
Monday,  the  20th  May,  on  the  site  north  of  the  Gardens  of  the  Royal 
Horticultural  Society  at  Kensington.  Her  Majesty,  accompanied  by  the 
members  of  the  Royal  Family,  arrived  at  lialf-past  eleven,  and  was 
received  by  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Provisional  Committee,  and  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh.  The  Prince 
of  Wales  read  the  following  address  : — 

“  May  it  please  Your  Majesty, 

“  The  report  which,  as  President  of  the  Provisional  Committee  of  the 
Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  Your  Majesty 
will  be  found  to  contain  a  brief  outline  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the 
undertaking  to  the  present  time. 

“  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  remind  Your  Majesty  that  the  Building 
of  which  You  are  graciously  pleased  to  lay  the  first  stone  to-day  is  one 
of  the  results  of  the  Exhibition  of  1851,  and  that  it  forms  a  prominent 
feature  in  the  scheme  contemplated  by  my  dear  Father  for  perpetuating 
the  success  of  that  Exhibition  by  providing  a  common  centre  of  union 
for  the  various  departments  of  Science  and  Art. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  to  Your  Majesty  the  events  of  this  day,  with 
their  manifold  associations,  must  be  full  of  mournful  interest.  For  my¬ 
self,  I  need  not  say  that,  sharing  these  feelings,  it  is  also  with  gratifica¬ 
tion  that  I  find  myself  co-operating  in  the  endeavour  to  give  effect  to  a 
plan  which  had  commended  itself  to  the  judgment  of  my  Father. 

“  Your  Majesty’s  presence  to-day  will  be  the  best  encouragement  to  us 
to  persevere  in  the  work,  and  render  it  in  all  respects  worthy  of  the 
object  for  which  it  is  designed.” 

To  this  Her  Majesty  made  the  following  reply : — 

“  I  thank  you  for  your  affectionate  and  dutiful  address.  It  has  been 
with  a  struggle  that  I  have  nerved  myself  to  a  compliance  with  the  wish 
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that  I  should  take  part  in  this  day’s  ceremony  ;  but  I  have  been  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  thought  that  I  should  assist  by  my  presence  in  promoting 
the  accomplishment  of  his  great  designs  to  whose  memory  the  gratitude 
and  affection  of  the  country  are  now  rearing  a  noble  monument,  which  I 
trust  may  yet  look  down  on  such  a  centre  of  institutions  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  Art  and  Science  as  it  was  his  fond  hope  to  establish  here.  It  is 
my  wish  that  this  Hall  should  bear  his  name  to  whom  it  has  owed  its 
existence,  and  be  called  ‘  The  Royal  Albert  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences.’  ” 

The  report  referred  to  by  His  Royal  Highness  was  then  handed  to 
Her  Majesty.  It  is  in  these  terms  : — 

“May  it  please  Your  Majesty, — We,  the  Provisional  Committee  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  promoters  of  the  Central  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and 
now  acting  under  Your  Majesty’s  Royal  Charter  of  the  8th  April  1867, 
humbly  beg  leave  to  submit  to  Your  Majesty  the  following  report  of  the 
circumstances  which  led  to  the  present  undertaking,  and  of  the  steps  we 
have  taken  in  virtue  of  the  powers  intrusted  to  us. 

“After  the  close  of  the  Great  Exhibition  of  1851  representations  were 
made  to  Your  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  that  Exhibition  from  chain 
hers  of  commerce,  learned  societies,  and  other  bodies  interested  in  Science 
or  the  Arts  of  the  want  that  was  felt  throughout  the  country  of  a  centra 
institution  in  London  for  the  promotion  of  scientific  and  artistic  know 
ledge  as  applicable  to  productive  industry.  Your  Majesty  s  Commis 
sioners,  being  impressed  with  these  representations,  announced  m  ien 
second  report  to  Your  Majesty  that  they  had  devoted  the  surp  us 
of  the  Great  Exhibition^  the  purchase  of  an  estate  at  South  Sensing  on, 
with  a  view  of  providing  a  common  centre  of  union  foi -t  e  var 
departments  of  Science  and  Art  connected  with  industrial  ec  uca  ion. 

“After  the  purchase  of  this  estate  numerous  plans  for  effectinS 
contemplated  object  were  prepared,  under  the  imme  ia  e  ir^  . 
Your  Majesty’s  lamented  Consort,  the  President  of  the  oya 
“on,  in  all  of  which  a  Central  Hall  formed  a  prominent  an 
feature.  .  .  -.i 

"Ike  untimely  death  of  the  illustrious  Prince  led,  in  ““J”"'*'””  ' 

°iker  causes,  to  the  suspension  of  the  steps  necessary  or  e 
effect  the  comprehensive  scheme  contemplated  by  His  Roy  g 
end  Your  Majesty's  Commissioners.  hv  the 

"An  advance,  however,  has  been  made  toward,  rts  ’j'j 

establishment  of  the  South  Kensington  Museum,  an  _  \ 

orticultural  Society,  on  the  estate  purchased  by  t  ‘3  0I“  Oses  con- 
large  portion  of  the  estate  has  also  been  made  avails  1  hy 

»ected  with  the  objects  of  the  purchase,  by  allowing^  occupy  J 
e  buildings  of  the  International  Exhibition  o  ’  inhibitions  of 

^building,  now  contain  the  second  of  ££  affording 

National  Portraits  which  it  is  proposed  to  bold  there  oes 
Space  for  a  large  collection  of  models  of  naval  architecture. 
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“  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  Your  Majesty  that  the  Committee 
named  by  Your  Majesty  to  advise  Your  Majesty  on  the  subject  of  a 
National  Memorial  to  the  Prince  Consort  recommended  the  erection  of  a 
Hall  on  this  spot  as  a  fitting  portion  of  that  Memorial,  and  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  expressed  their  willingness  to  give  effect  to  that  recommendation 
by  the  grant  of  a  site. 

“  Designs  for  a  personal  monument  and  a  Hall  of  Art  and  Science 
were  accordingly  submitted  to  Your  Majesty.  It  was  found,  however, 
that  the  available  funds  would  not  be  sufficient  for  the  execution  of  the 
double  object,  and  Your  Majesty,  acting  under  the  advice  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  determined  to  appropriate  the  whole  sum  to  the  one  object  of  the 
personal  monument  in  Hyde  Park  now  in  the  course  of  construction 
opposite  the  site  on  which  the  Hall  is  to  be  erected. 

“  The  intention  of  constructing  the  Hall,  however,  was  not  abandoned; 
and  in  the  year  1865  many  of  those  who  had  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
the  Great  Exhibition  of  1851,  and  in  the  success  of  the  further  plans 
arising  out  of  it,  formed  themselves  into  a  Committee  to  consider  the 
readiest  mode  of  obtaining  the  means  of  erecting  this  Hall.  The  Royal 
Commissioners  lent  their  willing  co-operation,  promising  the  free  grant 
of  a  site  valued  at  60,000?.,  and  further  agreeing,  on  certain  conditions, 
to  advance  the  sum  of  50,000?.  towards  the  cost  of  the  Hall. 

“  On  the  Cth  July  of  that  year  a  general  meeting  of  the  persons 
interested  in  the  undertaking  was  held  at  Marlborough  House,  at  which 
we  were  appointed  a  Provisional  Committee,  with  full  powers  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  might  appear  to  us  best  calculated  to  carry  the  proposed 
undertaking  into  effect,  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  accepting 
the  office  of  President.  Your  Majesty's  gracious  patronage  was  at  the 
same  time  vouchsafed  to  the  undertaking. 

“  Acting  upon  the  powers  thus  conferred  upon  us,  we  took  steps  for 
obtaining  subscriptions,  and  in  the  course  of  last  summer  the  sum  sub¬ 
scribed  had  reached  the  amount  of  112,000?.  The  monetary  panic  which 
occurred  about  that  time  made  it  then  expedient,  in  our  opinion,  to 
suspend  our  efforts  in  this  direction. 

11  le  other  preliminary  steps  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work 
were,  however,  actively  proceeded  with.  A  design  sketched  for  the  Hall 
by  the  lamented  Captain  Fowke  was  worked  out  by  Lieut. -Colonel  Scott, 
ol  the  Royal  Engineers,  assisted  by  the  advice  of  a  scientific  committee 
of  architects  and  others,  and  was  finally  approved  by  us. 

At  the  same  time  an  offer  was  made  by  Messrs.  Lucas,  the  eminent 
builders,  and  accepted  by  us,  which  provided  the  remaining  funds  and 
secured  the  completion  of  the  building  within  the  original  estimate  of 
200,000?. 

Hit  excavation  of  the  foundation  was  at  once  commenced,  and  we 
felt  ourselves  in  a  position  to  announce  to  the  public  the  beginning  of 
the  work,  and  to  make  the  application  to  Your  Majesty,  which  met  with 
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Your  Majesty’s  gracious  acquiescence,  that  Your  Majesty  would  be  pleased 
lay  the  first  stone  of  the  proposed  Hall  in  person. 

« -ty-g  keg  humbly  to  submit  to  Your  Majesty  plans  showing  both  the 
external  elevation  and  interior  arrangement  and  decoration  of  the  Hall. 

“  We  are  convinced  that  by  the  erection  of  this  Central  Hall  we  are 
supplying  a  great  public  want,  and  acting  strictly  in  accordance  with 
the  enlightened  views  of  Your  Majesty’s  illustrious  Consort  and  of  the 
Commission  of  which  he  was  the  head. 

“  It  is  our  grateful  duty,  in  conclusion,  to  return  to  Your  Majesty  our 
humhle  thanks  for  the  marks  of  Your  Royal  favour  at  all  times  extended 
to  us  in  connexion  w  ith  this  undertaking,  for  the  grant  of  Your  Majesty’s 
Royal  Charter  of  Incorporation,  for  Your  Majesty’s  liberal  subscription 
towards  the  funds  of  the  Hall,  and  for  Your  auspicious  presence  on  this 
occasion.  We  would  venture  to  hope  that  a  continuance  of  Your  Majesty’s 
support  may  be  vouchsafed  to  us  in  the  further  prosecution  of  a  plan 
destined,  as  we  confidently  trust,  to  prove  of  lasting  benefit  to  the 
interests  of  Science  and  Art,  and  to  add  to  the  enjoyment  and  instruction 
of  large  numbers  of  Your  Majesty  s  subjects. 

a  ^  i  i  _  .  _ .1 j.1.  X* /-l  rt  X  v 


Her  Majesty  then  leH  the  throne,  and  went  towards  the  foundation 
stone,  which  was  of  red  polished  granite,  and  bore  in  gold  letters  the 


following  inscription : — 

“  This  stone  was  laid 
by  Her  most  Gracious  Majesty 


Queen  Victoria, 
May  20th,  1807.” 


The  various  coins  of  the  realm,  and  an  engrossed  scioll,  containing  a 


O.UV/  HUIOUO  Wiuo  V*.  WMV  •  - 7  «  ,  « 

description  of  the  undertaking,  having  been  handed  to  er  ajes  y  y 
tli a  TCnrl  nf  TWl.v  T,nrd  Oranville  presented  the  vase  in  which  they 
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A  ccount  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditure  of  Her 


Dr.  From  the  1st  January  1861 


RECEIPTS. 

n 

Cash. 

1861. 

£  s.  d 

Jan.  1 

Eor  Balance  as  per  last  Account  (see  Appendix  N.  to  the  Fourth 

Report  of  the  Commissioners,  page  202) 

42,450  0  10 

1863. 

June  24 

For  Parliamentary  Grant  for  the  Year  1863-4  in  part  Payment  of 

the  Purchase  Money  of  the  Site  of  the  Exhibition  Building  of 

1862  . . 

67,000  0  0 

1864. 

For  Parliamentary  Grant  for  the  Year  1864-5  for  Balance  of  the 

1866. 

Purchase  Money  as  above  ----- 

53,000  0  0 

Dec.  31 

For  Amount  received  from  the  Sale  of  Ground  Rents 

9,505  0  0 

For  Rents  received  to  this  day  - 

34,413  4  6 

For  Miscellaneous  Receipts  and  Sale  of  old  Materials  to  this  day  - 

963  15  7 

\ 

£ 

207,332  0  1 1 

“d  endi”s  31si  Dece”ta  i866>  “*  *■»* 


22nd  July  1867. 


Thos.  N.  Hunt, 

Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

R.  W.  Crawford, 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  same. 
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DIX  U. 

Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition  of  1851, 

to  the  31st  December  186G.  Cr. 


PAYMENTS. 


Cash, 


1863. 
June  24 


1864. 
Sept  30 


1866. 
Dec.  31 


For  the  Purchase  of  53,619/.  6*.  0 d.  Reduced  3  per  cent.  Annuities 
in  repayment  of  the  Second  Mortgage  Loan,  being  the  Amount 
of  Stock  required  to  replace  that  sold  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Greenwich  Hospital  to  produce  the  Sum  of  50,000/.  referred  to 
in  the  Commissioners’  Fourth  Report  - 
For  the  Purchase  of  22,1 30/.  0s.  3 </.  3  per  cent.  Consols  in  repayment 
of  a  part  of  the  First  Mortgage  Loan,  being  a  portion  of  the  Stock 
required  to  replace  that  sold  (125,162/.  19s.  6 d.  Consols)  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Greenwich  Hospital  to  produce  the  Sum  of 
120,000/.  referred  to  in  the  Commissioners’  Fourth  Report 
For  the  Purchase  of  10,882/.  12*.  Ad.  Consols  in  repayment  of  a 
further  portion  of  the  First  Mortgage  Loan,  being  a  part  of  the 
Stock  required  to  replace  that  sold  as  explained  above,  leaving 
92,150/.  6*.  11 d.  Consols  due,  and  representing  88,349/.  2s.  3 d. 
of  the  Loan  of  1 20,000/.  Cash  - 
For  Law  Expenses  and  Surveyors*  Charges  - 

£  s.  d. 

For  Interest  on  Mortgage  Loan  -  28,505  5  11 

For  Loss  on  Stock  sold  -  1,701  13  3 


For  Salaries,  Printing,  Office  and  Incidental  Expenses 
For  Repairs  to  Houses  on  Estate,  Taxes,  and  Insurances  - 
For  Share  of  the  Cost  of  the  Erection  of  Permanent  Buildings 
used  as  Refreshment  Rooms  during  the  Exhibition  of  1862,  the 
difference  having  been  paid  by  the  Commissioners  of  that 
Exhibition  - 

For  Outlay  on  Arcades  -  -  -  -  "  . 

For  Advances  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences 


By  Balance  of  Cash  and  Securities,  viz. : — 

Cash  at  the  Bank  of  England  - 
Petty  Cash  - 

Cost  of  3,800/.  5  per  cent.  New  South  Wales 
Bonds  - 

Cost  of  22,727 /.  5*.  6 d.  3  per  cent  Consols  - 
Temporary  Loan  to  Corporation  of  Ilall  of 
Arts  - 


&  s. 
783  15 
0  19 

3,903  11 
20,028  8 


£  s.  d. 


49,128  13  9 


20,027  13  3 


9,505  0  0 

5,254  7  9 


30,206  19  2 

3,941  13  4 

1,038  7  1 


17,051  4  7 

43,761  8  5 

2,000  0  0 


181,915  7  4 


700  0  0 


25,416  13 


207,332  0  11 


13th  July  1867.  AllEN  Stoneham‘ 

We  certify  that  the  above  balance  of  25,416/.  13s.  Id., ,  stated  to  be  in  the 
'ands  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  3 1st  December  1866,  is  correct  viz., 
m-  15s.  Id.  deposited  at  the  Western  Branch  of  the  Bank  of  End«“d, ^19s. 
a  the  hands  of  the  Secretary,  3,903/.  11s.  invested  in  New  South  Wales  Bo  , 
°>028/.  8s.  invested  in  8  per  cent.  Consols,  and  700/.  advanced  as  a  tempoiaiy 
Loan  to  the  Corporation  of  Hall  of  Arts  and  Sciences  (since  repaid;. 

r,n*»v,T.T.K.  Chairman  of  Finance  Committee. 


C.  Wentworth  Dilke,  1  0ommissioners. 
Henry  Thring,  j 

Edgar  A.  Bowring,  Secretary. 
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